Teaching below par in Islamic countries 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Teaching and educational standards are 
below par in Islamic countries, the head of the Islamic Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) said here 
Sunday. Abdul Aziz Tuwaijari, a Saudi, told representatives from 
41 Muslim countries that "in more than two-thirds of Islamic 
countries, less than half of adults are literate.” Mr. Tuwaijari was 
opening the organisation's fifth general congress being held in the 
Syrian capital. “The rate of investment for development in Arab 
and Islamic countries is below two per cent of the gross national 
product," Mr. Tuwaijari said. There was an “urgent need” to 
boost education in Islamic countries, he said. ISESCO is pan of 
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OTC), whose Secret- 
ary General Hamed Aighabid attended the opening session of the 
four-day congress here. Delegates at the forum are to draw up a 
plan of action for the next three years and discuss the organisa- 
tion's budget of $39 million over the same period. 
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Saadi dissident denied British asytaii 

LONDON (AP) — Britain has denied political asyhun to a leading 
Saudi Arabian political dissident, a London newspaper said 
Sunday. Seven months after he traveled from Saudi Arabia to 
Britain, Mohammad A1 Masari, a 48-year-old professor of physics 


{he Independent on Sunday said. The decision came after the 

Saudi government pressured Britain to prevent London from 

becoming the centre of opposition to the ruling Saudi family, the 

newspaper said. The Home Office refused to comment. ^"Our 

policy is that we don’t comment on any individual case,” said . 

spokesman Rachel Joint. “In general, with political asylum an 

applicant has to have well-found fear of persecution, then that is 

looked into. If the individual disagrees with our findings, then be 

has a right to appeal.” The Home Office said A1 Masan should go 

to Yemen, but Al Masari believes he would be kidnapped or 

assassinated there and will appeal the order, the tumpaper said.;, 
■ -« 1 
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Qatar boycotts 
Gulf meeting 

RIYADH (AFP) — Qatar on 
Sunday boycotted a meeting 
of Gulf interior ministers to 
protest alleged Sandi Ara- 
bian attacks on its shipping in 
a disputed border region, 
officials said. Doha had 
warned of a boycott after 
complaining about “five 
attacks in the last two years 
when the Saudi coast guard 
had opened fire, arrested and 
detained Qatari sailors at 
Khor Ai Adaid " a Gulf offi- 
cial said. Khor Al Adaid is a 
waterway to the Gulf in a 
border region disputed by 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 
Qatar had vowed to stay 
away from the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) meeting 
aimed at developing common 
security if Riyadh failed to 
answer questions in a protest 
letter about the attacks, the 
official added on condition of 
anonymity. Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz expressed “re- 
gret” over Qatar’s absence 
from the GCC meeting but 
refused to comment on the 
reasons given by Doha for its 
decision. 

■ 

Israel asks EU not 
to end arms 
embargo on Syria 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel has 
asked the European Union 
(EU) to reconsider its ex- 
pected decision to lift an 
embargo on arms sales to 
Syria, an Israeli official said 
on Sunday. “There is still a 
Syrian embargo on a peace 
agreement (with Israel) and 
on direct peace negotiations, 
so lifting the European 
weapons embargo... is a di- 
plomatic mistake,” Uri Savir. 
director-general of Israel's - 
foreign ministry, said on 
Israel Radio. 


‘Iraqi Baath party 
official killed’ 

NICOSIA (AFP) — A ruling 
*laafo Party official in south- 
ern Iraq was kidnapped and 
killed recently, an Iraqi 
opposition radio said Sunday. 
Lafta Uweid, secretary of the 
party section in Basra, 550 
kilometres southeast of 
Baghdad, was kidnapped in 
the city centre with his body- 
guards on Nov. 15, the Iraqi 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(IBC) said. Uweid’s corpse 
was round on Nov. 18 on the 
road linking Basra to Amara, 
240 kilometres southeast of 
Baghdad, according to the 
statement monitored in Cyp- 
rus. The radio did not say 
what happened to Uweid's 
bodyguards. It said they were 
travelling in four cars when 
they were kidnapped. 

Afghan rivals agree 
to Tehran talks 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) 
— Rival Afghan factions 
have agreed to attend talks in 
Tehran from Tuesday to try 
to end fightin g in their war- 
ravaged country. Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) and Afghan sources 
said on Sunday. Spokesmen 
for the coalitions backing 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani and his opponents told 
Reuters in the northwestern 
Pakistani town of Peshawar 
their delegations would go to 
the OlC-sponsored talks. 

GATT passage 
almost certain — 
Bentsen 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Treasury Security Lloyd 
Bentsen predicted Sunday 
the U.S. Congress would 
approve the GATT tTade 
agreement this week but 
admitted the administration 
was still working to secure 
lawmakers' support for the 
pact. “I think we’re going to 
win it," Mr. Bentsen said in a 
television interview. He 
admitted that a number of 
senators had not yet commit- 
ted themselves to vote for 
ratification of the new Gener- 
al Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), but attri- 
buted their hesitation to pro- 
cedural issues. Passage of 
GATT is “not wrapped up. I 
f'ink we still have our work 
to do,” the treasury secretary 
acknowledged. 
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MOUNT HEBRON, Occu- 
pied West Bank (Agencies) 
— A rabbi was killed and an 
Israeli policeman wounded 
near a Jewish settlement in 
the occupied West Bank on 
Sunday in an attack which 
Israel blamed on Islamic mili- 
tants. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told reporters in south- 
ern Israel: “I have no doubt 
the radical Islamic element. 
Hamas or Islamic Jihad, car- 
ried it out." 

Military sources said a car 
driven by Rabbi Ami Ulami, 
33. head of a religious semi- 
nary in the settlement of 
Utniel, overturned after it 
was fired on. 

It was not dear whether 
Ulami, found deal in the 
vehicle, had been killed by 
the gunfire or the crash. The 
policeman, a passenger in the 
car, suffered gunshot 
wounds. 

Settlers said unidentified 
men fired AK-47 rifles at the 
car which was headed for the 
settlement in > the southern 
West Bank around midday. 

Israel radio said the milit- 
ary arm of the Muslim Hamas 
group, main opponent of the 
Israeli -Palestinian Organisa- 
tion (PLO) peace deal, 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack in a phone call to the 
radio. 

Government ministers 

S uoted army chief Ehud 
arak as having told a weekly 
meeting of the cabinet that, 
guerrilla attacks on Israelis 
were expected to increase. 

Settler leaders charged that 
authorities had done nothing 
to bolster security in the area 
since two Israelis were killed 
in a guerrilla attack earlier 
this year about one kilometre 
from the site of Sunday's 
inddent. 

The policeman returned 
fire at the attackers, the set- 
tlers said. A doctor at Jeru- 
salem's Hadassah Hospital 
said he was in good condi- 
tion, grazed by two bullets. 

Soldiers and secret police 
launched a massive manhunt 
for the attackers and de- 
tained a number of Arabs for 
questioning. 

There were several bullet 
holes in the car, which lay 
upside down, its top crushed. 


by the side of the road. 

An anonymous spokesman 
claiming to belong to Izze- 
dine Al Qassam, the armed 
wing of Hamas, called Israel 
Radio and claimed the 
attack, which came hours af- 
ter a mass rally m Gaza 
where the fundamentalist 
group pledged to keep up the 
fight against Israel. 

Israel’s internal security 
service Shin Beth suspected 
Hamas of carrying out the 
attack, military sources said. 

Initial enquiries revealed 
that the assailants were hid- 
ing near the road and did not 
fire from a passing car. as 
initially believed. 

The settlers council for the 
West Bank and Gaza on Sun- 
day issued a statement “con- 
demning plans to redeploy 
the Israeli army in areas 
heavily populated by the 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank.” 

Under the terms of the 
declaration of principles 
signed with the PLO in 
September 1993 Israel is due 
to redeploy ahead of elec- 
tions to a Palestinian self-rule 
council. 

Israel and the PLO are due 
to resume negotiations on 
setting a date for the elec- 
tions and the army's rede- 
ployment in Brussels on 
Monday. 

“We have reached one of 
the lowest points in the peace 
process with the Palesti- 
nians," an aide to Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres told AFP Sunday. 

“We had the same feeling 
after Hebron,” he said, refer- 
ring to the February 25 mas- 
sacre of more than 30 Palesti- 
nian worshippers by an 
Israeli settler in the West 
Bank town. 

The aide said Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's posi- 
tion was “no longer as strong 
as before, and the growth of 
Islamic tendencies risks 
harming the peace process.” 

An Israeli official said Mr. 
Peres would head the Israeli 
delegation but would leave 
Brussels Tuesday. The other 
Israeli negotiators would stay 
there possibly until Thurs- 
day. 

The talks had been sus- 
pended for five weeks. 


in Belgium 

ISRAEL’S foreign minister 
said Sunday that Israel-PLO 
peace talks needed fresh 
solutions, with some indica- 
tions that the two sides would 
skip right to negotiating the 
final status of all occupied 
territory. 

“We have to try to imagine 
and create some new solu- 
tions,” Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said in an inter- 
view before leaving for a 
meeting Monday with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat in Belgium. 

An Israeli official who de- 
manded anonymity said the 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin may prop- 
ose skipping over the with- 
drawal and elections, part of 
the self-rule accord signed in 
September 1993, and going to 
the next phase of the process. 
That would include negotiat- 
ing the final status of Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank, 
talks not scheduled to start 
until 1996. 

The official said the gov- 
ernment believed withdraw- 
ing troops from West Bank 
towns as expected under the 
initial agreement posed too 
great a security threat to Jew- 
ish settlements in the West 
Bank. 

Instead, Rabin aides were 
discussing the possibility of 
consolidating some of the 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and speeding up 
the handover of administra- 
tive powers to the PLO, the 
official said. 

Mr. Peres refused to com- 
ment on the ideas, saying he 
wanted to present his propos- 
als first to the Palestinian 
delegation. But the calibre of 
his team, including senior 
foreign ministry veterans of 
the talks in Oslo where the 
first answers to complex 
problems were hammered 
out, indicated that Brussels 
was going to be something of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Anan i clarifies remarks, affirms 
Jordan committed to Arab rights 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs and Information 
Jawad Anani said Sunday 
statements attributed to him 
by some local and Arab 
newspapers were inaccurate. 
The remarks, he said, which 
he made at a meeting with 
the press on Saturday, fall 
within the context of analys- 
ing the various scenarios of 
the situation in the Middle 
East in light of the peace 
process and its impact on 
Jordan and its relations with 
other Arab countries. 

An Arabic daily newspaper 
on Saturday quoted Dr. Ana- 
ni as saying that Jordan's 

early signing of a peace treaty 
with Israel preempted a grea- 
ter regional role for Syria 
over Jordan, Lebanon and 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

■ In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Anani said Sunday bis dia- 
logue with newspaper repor- 
ters was aimed at briefing 
them on the various alterna- 
tives irrespective of their 
source or credibility. 

Dr. Anani said Jordan be- 
lieves in a comprehensive 
solution to the Middle East 
problems, adding that it has 
always sought to bolster ties 
with all Arab countries. 

Dr. Anani attributed the 
strain in relations with the 
Palestinian leadership to a 
“lack of confidence on the 
part of one of them.” 

Stressing Jordan's clear 
and principled policy. Dr. 
Anani told Petra that Jordan 
respects the will and 
sovereignty of all Arab coun- 


tries and insists on the total 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories and 
the exercise by the Arab par- 
ties concerned of their total 
sovereignty on these territor- 
ies. 

Dr. Anani said Jordan's 
policy was based on inter- 
Arab cooperation and coor- 
dination, mutual respect and 
non-interference in others' 
internal affairs. 

He said Jordan was keen 
on avoiding any direct or 
indirect criticism or slander 
of any Arab country. 

Dr. Anani said the Jorda- 
nian press enjoys freedom of 
expression within the rules in 

force, noting that some of 
newspaper analysis or com- 
mentaries have sometimes 
been the subject of protest or 
criticism. However, be 
added, the official media is 
fully committed to respecting 
positions of the various Arab 
countries and to supporting 
their rights. 

Dr. Anani was reported to 
have said that he could not 
assess the degree of security 
forces' response against 
opposition to the peace trea- 
ty, whether that response was 
exaggerated or the basis on 
which it was carried out. One 
leading columnist, Sultan 
Hattab, writing in Al Ra’i 
daily, expressed astonish- 
ment at Dt. Anani 's state- 
ment. Mr. Hattab said that 
although he was dose to the 
government he was “too far 
from what Anani had to say." 

Syrian Information Minis- 
ter Mohammad Salman 
meanwhile denied his coun- 


try was holding secret peace 
talks with Israel. 

Reports of secret Israeli- 
Syrian contacts were “orches- 
trated by Israel to cast doubt 
on Syria’s position," said Mr. 
Salman, quoted by the Ad 
Dus tour daily. 

Dr. Anani said Saturday 
there were reports “which 
say that Syrian delegations 
are negotiating with Israel” 
in secret. 

But the Syrian minister in- 
sisted: “There are no secret 
negotiations between Syria 
and Israel, and all contacts 
are carried out solely through 
the intermediary of the Un- 
ited States.” 

Mr. Salman added that 
Israel “has still not accepted 
the prindple of a just and 
comprehensive peace. 

“The ideas that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will transmit 
during his next visit to 
Damascus will depend on the 
Israeli reaction to Syrian 
peace demands," he said. 

Mr. Christopher is to begin 
a new shuttle mission to the 
Middle East in December. 

Meanwhile a Syrian official 
in Damascus asserted the 
agreements Israel had struck 
with the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan had only served to adv- 
ance the interests of the Jew- 
ish state. 

“Certain Arab parties have 
only achieved the interests 
and objectives of Israel by 
concluding separate deals," 
Abdullab Al Ahmar, the 
assistant secretary general of 
Syria’s ruling Baath Party, 
said. 



The body of Rabbi Amiran Oimi from the West Bank settlement of Otniel lies next to his car after he was killed by gi 
during an attack near sooth of Hebron (AFP photo) 

Jordan, Israel announce full ties 

Barak no longer in list as possible envoy to Jordan 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel on Sunday announced 
the establishment of diploma- 
tic relations between them in 
line with the peace treaty the 
two countries signed on Oct. 
26. Embassies are expected 
to be open In Amman and 
Tel Aviv on Dec. 10. 

The Foreign Ministry also 
formally approved the 
nomination of Marwan 
Muasher, Jordan's spokes- 
~man during the peace nego- 
tiations with Israel, as the 
Kingdom's first ambassador 
to the Jewish state. The first 
formal step in the process was 
the appointment of Dr. 
Muasher, who also served as 
head of the Jordan Informa- 
tion Bureau in Washington, 
as an ambassador at the Fore- 
ign Ministry and forwarding 
his name to the Israeli foreign 
ministry for approval. 


Meanwhile Israeli reports 
said Ehud Barak, the out- 
going Israeli chief of staff, 
had turned down his nomina- 
tion as Israel’s ambassador to 
Jordan. 

According to diplomatic 
sources, the Israeli govern- 
ment has not decided on who 
to nominate as its envoy in 
Amman and that a decision 
was expected this week. 

Meanwhile, it was also re- 
ported that die first group of 
Jordanian tourists would 
leave for Israel on Monday 
after securing Israeli yisas fol- 
lowing a 10-day waif. The 
group would cross into Israel 
from the southern crossing 
point in the Wadi Araba 
which was opened on Aug. 8. 

The announcement of di- 
plomatic relations came in a 
joint statement issued simul- 
taneously by the govern- 
ments of the two countries. 

“The governments of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 


dan and the government of 
the State of Israel, based on 
Article 5 of the peace treaty 
of Oct. 26 and their desire to 
build and develop friendly 
relations and cooperation, 
have deckled to establish di- 
plomatic ties at the level of 
ambassadors effective today, 
Sunday," said the joint state- 
ment. 

“On this occasion, the two 
countries voice their hope 
that the establishment of di- 
plomatic relations will en- 
hance and contribute to con- 
solidating and boosting the 
basis of peace and launching 
development and forms' of 
cooperation between them to 
achieve the interests of both 
countries and serve the cause 
of comprehensive peace in 
the region," said the state- 
ment 

The statement, carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as well as the state-run 
media of the two countries. 


said Amman and Tel Aviv 
would exchange ambassadors 
as early as possible. 

The Council of Ministers 
adopted a formal decision oil 
Nov. 19 to establish formal 
relations with Israel and the 
Cabinet decision was 
approved by His Majesty 
King Hussein who issued a 
Royal Decree, Petra said. 

A Jordanian delegation 
beaded by Omar Al Rifa’i 
from the Foreign Ministry is 
scheduled to visit Israel on 
Thursday arid Friday to 
choose a site for the Jorda- 
nian embassy and residences 
for diplomats. 

Officials have said that the 
two sides might rent hotel 
suites in Amman and Tel 
Aviv as temporary embassies 
and residences. 

The embassies are ex- 
pected to have a small staff in 
the initial phase; an ambas- 

i 
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Tension rekindled I pna considers Hamas 


in ’Ain Al Hilweh 


as negotiating partner 


SIDON (AP) — Palestinian 
dissidents gave Yasser Ara- 
fat’s loyalists a three-hour 
ultimatum to leave the big- 
gest refugee camp in Leba- 
non Sunday or face an attack 
to evict them by force. 

The warning by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Munir 
Maqdah, who defected from 
Mr. Arafat’s ranks in protest 
against his self-rule accord 
with Israel last year, 
threatened to reignite street 
battles which killed 10 people 
and wounded 25 on Friday. 

“You either get out by 9 
p.m. (1900 GMT) or I shall 
lower the boom and send 
roofs crumbling down on 
your heads,” Col. Maqdah 
said. 

Speaking by telephone 
from his headquarters in the 
'Ain Al Hilweh shantytown, 
he told the Associated Press 
that he had sent an emissary 
to the leadership of Mr. Ara- 
fat's loyalists to deliver the 
ultimatum. 

The looming showdown in 
the camp, on the southeast- 
ern outskirts of this port city 
40 kilometres south of 
Beirut, is unlikely to influ- 
ence the crisis between Mr. 
Arafat's self-rule authority 
and Islamic fundamentalist 
factions opposed to the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

When news of Col. Ma- 
qdah's threat spread, scores 
of panicky Palestinian civi- 
lians hurriedly packed bun- 
dles of clothes and streamed 
out of areas controlled by 
Mr. Arafat's 150-strong 
loyalists in the northern sec- 
tion of the sprawling shanty- 


town. 

As they left. Col. Maqdah, 
who is backed by Syria and 
the fundamentalist Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad factions, 
put his 300 guerrillas on alert 
in the southern part of the 
camp. 

An aide to Col. Maqdah, 
Major Khaled A] Shayeb, 
resigned from his post, saying 
he did not want to be re- 
sponsible for any further 
bloodshed. 

“The current situation is 
like a powderkeg. It could 
explode any moment," Maj. 
Shayeb told the AP. “I don’t 
want to have anything to do 
with it.” 

Arafat loyalists control ab- 
out a quarter of ’Ain Al 
Hilweh, home to 60,000 
Palestinians. 

On Friday, the loyalists, 
led by intelligence chief Lt.- 
Col. Kemal , Medhat, laun- 
ched a trades against Fateh 
dissidents to wrest control of 
the camp and managed to 
seize several posts held by 
their rivals. 

But Col. Medhat’s men 
were driven bade in a coun- 
terattack a few hours later; 

Lebanese police have de- 
scribed Friday's clashes as the 
worst in Lebanon since the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed the li- 
mited self-rule accord with 
Israel Sept. 13, 1993. 

President Elias Hrawi 
warned the warring factions 
Saturday that the govern- 
ment will send its army into 
'Ain Al Hilweh to quell any 
renewal of the fighting. 

There was no sign Sunday 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
on Sunday began to consider 
Islamic militants as a serious 
negotiating partner after 
Hamas staged a peaceful rally 
of thousands of people. 

“The authority has been 
trying to hold a dialogue with 
Hamas for a while now. But 
there were obstacles,” said 
Ahmad Tibi, an advisor to 
foe chairman of the self-rule 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA), Yasser Arafat. 

“Now it’s not so mnefa foe 
large number of (rally) parti- 
cipants that puts them in a 
position to negotiate, but the 
political situation- here and 
the fact that they controlled 
themselves,” Dr. Tibi said. 

Speakers at Saturday's ral- 
ly, which came eight days 
after violence between 
Palestinian police and Hamas 
left 14 people dead and 200 
wounded, were careful to 
tum their wrath against Israel 
alone. 

Hamas leader Ahmad 
Nimr told foe crowd that foe 
movement's armed wing, 
Izzedm Al Qassem, would 
not attack Palestinian police- 
men. 

“Izzedin AI Qassem re- 
spects the orders of foe poli- 
tical parties nor to open fire 
because our bullets are re- 
served for our enemies.” 


■ 

Such statements and foe 
fact that no guns were fired 
are bound to change foe im- 
age of foe radical group arid 
drive home its importance as 
a negotiating partner. 

Hamas leader Em ad Faluji 
told AFP he expected future 
political life with the PNA. to 
centre on “serious talks, and 
foe right of every faction ' 
according to its real repre-. 
sentation on the ground." 

A recent poll by a Palesti- 
nian centre in the West Bank ’ 
and Gaza showed 42 per cent 
supporting Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh, and 17.4 per cent sup- 
porting Hamas. Other 
opposition groups scored 
less.- - ’ 

The PNA has often begun 
talks with Hamas leaders, 
and Mr. Arafat hd* 

1 appointed a few of its menv; 
'here to important positions 
such as judge of Islamig 
courts. “«• 

But relations have bee£ 
hampered by Hamas attadsff 
against Israel by Gaza ra£&~ 
tarns, or against Jewish set£ 

tiers and Israeli soldiers 
the Strip. 

With each attack, Isragf 
reminded Mr. Arafat of his! 
commitment to prevent sudj 
acts in areas under his coft- 
trol, and the Palestinian! 

wjr 

m 
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Unique villa In Deir Ghbar, plot afea . 1055m 2 , 
building area 650m 2 , consists of 5 bedrooms, four 
bathrooms, lounge, dining room, 2 family rooms, 
office and kitchen. 

For further information please contact Telefax: 681590 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

t 

The Investment Promotion Department announces that Its 
One-Stop Shop will receive al! applications for investment’ 
in Jordan as of January 1st, 1994. The One-Stop Shop will 
process all applications and follow them through in lieu of 
the investors through the representatives of investment 
related ministries, departments and private and public 
sector agencies. 

The One-Stop Shop will also receive requests for anv 
investment-related information. y 

For information please call at 

Tel Nos; 861081/2/3 and 865102 
Fax: 861084 

or write to: P.O.Box 893 - Am man (11821) 
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Middle East News 


Pales tinians poised to take charge of new powers 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
■ Palestinians are poised to 
'• take charge of tax-collection 
and health in the occupied 
West Bank on Wednesday to 
give them greater control of 
their daily lives. 

Israel is to devolve power 
for health, direct taxes and 
value added tax to Yasser 
Arafat's self-rule authority, 
after transferring control of 
education to the Palestinians 
in August and social affairs 
and tourism in mid- 
November. 

The handover will com- 
plete the early transfer of 
civilian powers to the Palesti- 
nians on the West Bank, as 
1 laid down in the September 
1993 Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation declaration 
of principles on autonomy. 

“We are ready to take 
charge of the health system.” 

- said Hussein Abdul Hadi, 
director of the Palestinian 
health ministry. 

The self-rule authority will 
take responsibility for paying 
.. the salaries of 2,100 em- 
; ployees working in nine hos- 

- pitals and 53 specialised cli- 
nics, as well as 170 first-aid 



spending, which could cause 
problems for the cash- 
strapped self-rule authority. 

lire authority has already 
launched a huge campaign to 
encourage Palestinians to pay 
their taxes as a national duty, 
ahead of its takeover of tax- 
collection duties. 


To explain changes to the 
system, supplements have 
been published in newspap- 
ers and official Palestinian 
radio has broadcast special 
programmes. Tax officials 
have even visited people's 
homes. 


*’We will always have to 
pay our taxes,” grumbled 
Dimitri Zabana, a grocery 
wholesaler from Ramallah. 

“But it's certainly not the 
same thing to pay the occu- 
pier to fund the construction 
of Jewish settlements as to 
pay our own authority,” he 
added. 


Militants waving' Mack flags march through the crowd during a rally called by Hamas 
in Gaza City on Saturday (AFP photo) 


centres. 

All the employees are 
Palestinians who have work- 
ed until now for the health 
„ department of the Israeli 
military administration. 


Medical workers are count- 
ing on the Palestinian takeov- 
er to improve conditions in 
the West Bank's hospitals. 

“I hope the health situa- 
tion will improve.” a doctor 
at Ramallah hospital, north 
of Jerusalem, told AFP. “We 
are suffering shortages of 
equipment and staff in hos- 


pitals. 

“I expect the Palestinian 
authority to give us the 
opportunity to offer a better 
service,” the doctor said, 
asking not to be named. 

The annual health budget 
for the West Bank is $30 
million, according to official 
Israeli figures. 


“We are committed to put- 
ting in all the necessary 
money." stressed Atef 
Alauna. of the Palestinian 
finance ministry. 

Next year the Palestinians 
forecast a total budget of 
$150 million for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip — more 
than double the current 


Taxes collected in the West 
Bank will provide the Palesti- 
nian Authority with $350 mil- 
lion a year. 

Palestinians began working 
alongside the Israeli adminis- 
tration in September to pre- 
pare it for taking over fiscal 
duties, a finance official said. 

Palestinian employees 
have also been trained in 
Israel in tax-collection, he 
added. 


The( handovers follow a' 
pledge from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
early /November that the 
Palestinians would take 
chargfc of their daily lives in 
the Wept Bank by the end of 
the mofith. 

Israel had held up the 
transferof power, demanding 
that the Palestinians first 
raise the money to operate 
the services. Mr. Rabin has 
said they were now securing 
the funds. 

Meanwhile. Israeli-PLO 
negotiations on the redeploy- 
ment of troops outside 
Palestinian towns and villages 
on the West Bank and on 
elections to a self-rule council 
— the crucial next stage of 
autonomy — are to start on 
Monday after a five-week 
suspension. 

Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres are to meet in Brussels 
to try to set a date for the 
long-delayed elections. They 
will also discuss who would 
be eligible to sit on the 
Palestinian council and how 
much authority it should 
have. 

Under the declaration of 
principles, elections were to 
have been held in July after 
Israeli forces pulled back 
from Palestinian populated 
areas. 


i ■ 


Islamists walk tightrope 


between Israel, civil war 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Isla- 
mic militants are walking a 
tightrope by trying to fight 
Israel without sparking a civil 
war with Yasser Arafat's self- 
rule authority, Palestinian 
officials said. 

A deep divide between the 
Palestinian movements was 
papered over when Hamas 
told 20.000 people at a peace- 
ful rally on Saturday that the 
militants would turn their 
guns on Israelis while keep- 
ing the truce with the author- 
ity. 


fight the battle ' against the 
Zionist enemy until victory 
without sparking an open 
conflict with the Palestinian 
Authority which signed the 
autonomy accords with” 
Israel, a Jihad official told 
AFP. 


Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials 
hailed the demonstrators as 
“responsible" for upholding 
an accord to avoid more vio- 
lence like the Nov. 18 clashes 
between the self-rule police 
and Hamas supporters that 
left 14 people dead. 

“We do not accept any 
peace between Arafat and 
the Israelis because Israel will 
only understand the language 
of force” Imad Falouji, an 
official with the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas, 
told AFP. 


To ease friction with this 
authority, he said, his group 
is ready to “reduce attacks in 
the Gaza Strip without com- 
pletely ending them.” 

On the other hand, the 
Jihad “will strike twice as 
hard in the other parts of 
occupied Palestine,” or in the 
West Bank and Israel proper, 
said the official requesting 
anonymity. 

He was ready to admit that 
the autonomy accord was a 
fact “that no inter-Palestinian 
battle can change.” although 
the deal was a capitulation. 


But he added that his 
group's relations with the au- 
thority — which launched li- 
mited self-rule in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho in May — must be 
based on mutual respect. 

Hamas seeks to prove that 
the “Islamists, and not Ara- 
fat. are capable of driving 
Israel out of the occupied 
territories and building a 
Palestinian state.” he said. 


The Jihad is putting its 
hopes on “the newfound uni- 
ty in the Arab World" and 
places the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict against a larger back- 
drop of the confrontation be- 
tween the West and Islam. 

“The Jewish state set up by 
the Wesr in the heart of the 
Muslim World to tear it apart 
will end up being destroyed 
by the believers.” the fun- 
damentalist official said. 


But he acknowledged that 
the Islamists would be 
plunged into difficulties if 
they had to start running the 
autonomous Gaza Strip all of 
a sudden. 

Hamas wants a state ruled 
by Sharia over all of the 
former Palestine, in place of 
Israel, but envisages a state in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank as an intermediary 
step. 

The PLO hopes that in 
later negotiations it will 
achieve a mini-state in Gaza 
and the West Bank with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

The smaller militant group 
Islamic Jihad faces some of 
the same dilemmas as 
Hamas. 

”The problem is how to 


The Islamic Jihad was the 
first fundamentalist organisa- 
tion to start the armed strug- 
gle against Israel, in the mid- 
dle of the 1980s. 

It has been largely under- 
ground in the Gaza Strip 
since autonomy was launched 
in May and it publishes 3,000 
copies of a weekly called 
l5tiqlal. 


A spokesman for Mr. Ara- 
fat's Fateh faction. Sufian 
Abu Zaida. said meanwhile 
that the deal struck with the 
militants "is only a truce 
aimed at reducing tensions. 


“For tactical reasons, the 
Islamic opposition is today 
avoiding confrontation with 
the authorities, as the ba- 
lance of power is not in its 
favour.” he said. 


“But it's only postponed 
for a later date because the 
divide is too deep between 
the authority which defends 
the peace process and those 
who want to torpedo it.” he 
said. 


Polisario wants U.N. to leave W. Sahara 


ALGIERS (AP) — The de- 
puty leader of the Polisario 
Front said Sunday he wants 
the United Nations to with- 
draw its mission from the 
disputed Western Sahara so 
his guerrilla organisation can 
resume combat. 

The remarks cast a new 
shadow over U.N. efforts to 
organise a referendum to de- 
termine the furore of the 
territory, claimed by Moroc- 
co since 1975. They were 
made at a news conference in 
Tindouf. in southwestern 
Algeria, as U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali vi- 
sited refugee camps there and 
met with Polisario leaders. 

The Polisario has been 
fighting for independence for 
the Western Sahara since 
Spain gave up claims to the 
territory in 1975. The two 


sides have observed a cease- 
fire in their costly war since 
September 1991 as pan of the 
U.N. peace effort. 

“The Sahraouis hope that 
Ghali will make good on his 
threat to withdraw the Un- 
ited Nations from the West- 
ern Sahara so the armed 
struggle can be resumed with- 
out making problems with 
(U.N. forces) or the Security 
Council,” Bachir Mustapha- 
Sayed said. He was quoted by 
the official Algerian APS 
news agency. 

It was not clear whether he 
reflected the thinking of Poli- 
sario leader Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz, who called for 
direct negotiations with 
Morocco to resolve differ- 
ences in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday with the Alge- 
rian pro-govemment news- 


paper El Moudjahid. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz met Sun- 
day in Tindouf with Dr. Gha- 
li, who was then going on to 
Layoune, where the U.N. 
mission is based, before a 
three-day visit to Morocco. 

Dr. Ghali’s trip is aimed at 
speeding up the bogged down 
process of registering voters 
for an eventual referendum 
on the Western Sahara's fate. 
The voting was to be held in 
February but was cancelled 
for a second time because of 
differences between Morocco 
and the Polisario over how to 
choose potential voters. 

“The Security Council 
wants a date for the referen- 
dum. The longer the United 
Nations stays in the Western 
Sahara, the more expensive it 
gets,” Dr. Ghali said in 
Algiers Saturday. 


The Polisario accuses 
Morocco of bloating the 
ranks of pro-Morocco votes 
through “colonisation” of the 
territory. It wants the head 
count identifying legitimate 
voters to be based on a 1974 
Spanish census. Morocco 
claims the census does not 
reflect reality. 

The United Nations has 
been working since August to 
identify potential voters in 
the largely desert but 
mineral-rich territory. 

Mr. Mustapha Sayed said 
the visit by Dr. Ghali “could 
bring peace doseT or acceler- 
ate the return to war.” 

Mr. Abdul Aziz, the Poli- 
sario's president, said in the 
newspaper interview that 
only direct negotiations with 
Morocco could settle the 
problem. 


Iran’s paramilitary forces begin show of force 


NICOSIA (AP) — 
Thousands of paramilitary 
troops began a nationwide 
show of force in Iran Satur- 
day amid fears that worsen- 
ing economic and sodal con- 
ditions could lead to civil 
disobedience. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the war 
games were codenamed Ya 
Zahra, in memory of Fatima 
Al Zahra. the daughter of the 
Prophet Mohammad. Her 
birth anniversary was marked 
last week. 

The agency gave no details 
of the exercises, rhe number 
of volunteer forces involved 
or the duration of the man- 


oeuvres. 

But similar events in the 
past by other military groups 
have included setting up 
checkpoints to search cars 
and pedestrians for weapons, 
explosives or any sort of con- 
traband goods. They also 
hunted down violators of the 
Islamic dress codes. 


IRNA saici top securiry and . 
military officials attended a 
ceremony for the occasion in 
Tehran. 

Earlier this week. Brigadier 
General Aiireza Afshar. 
commander of the paramilit- 
ary Basij forces, said 761 
battalions wtih a toral of 
400.000 troops will take part 
in the manoeuvres. 

Riots have broken out in 
nearly every major Iranian 
dty in the past two years. 
They were coupled with 
series of bombings which have kil- 
led dozens of people. 

These events have made 
security a top priority of 
Iran's clerical regime. 

Since the end of Iran's 
1980-88 war with Iraq, the 
Basij. or mobilisation force, 
has been charged with en- 
forcing internal security and 
quashing dissent. 

The Basij is an armed but 
poorly trained volunteer 
force made up mostly of 
youths drawn from the im- 


poverished millions who form 
the government's power 
base.-- 

Authorities dispatched the 
Basij to the northwestern dty 
of Qazvin in August follow- 
ing a two-day rampage in 
which shops, banks and gov- 
ernment buildings were 
looted and set ablaze. 

Later that month, 280,000 
Basij forces took part in man- 
oeuvres in Tehran and sever- 
al major dries. 

Most of Iran's 60 million 
people live in poverty, and 
deteriorating economic con- 
ditions look to worsen. Since 
last year, the security forces 
have been granted unpre- 
cedented powers to quell un- 
rest. 

Earlier this month the Ma- 
jlis. or parliament, approved 
a bill allowing law enforce- 
ment officers to fire on de- 
monstrators and gave them 
immunity if they killed any- 
one. 

Another bill passed shortly 


afterwards bolstered the 
powers of the Ministry of 
intelligence, authorising it to 
“identify and neutralise inter- 
nal and external threats” and 
to “cleanse the sodety’s poli- 
tical environment.” 


President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, whose government is 
straining under some $33 bil- 
lion in foreign debts, has 
been backpedalling on re- 
forms that were meant to 
loosen the government's 
stranglehold on the economy. 

The public has grown in- 
creasingly disenchanted with 
the government as runaway 
inflation, unoffiriaHy esti- 
mated at 60 per cent, pushed 
the prices of staple goods 
beyond the means of many 
Iranians. 


The government has laun- 
ched a campaign against 
“profiteers" imposing heavy 
fines, but Tehran residents 
say this has been only partial- 
ly successful. 


More stolen Saudi jewels turn un In Thailand 


BANGKOK (R) — Thai 
police said on Sunday they 
had recovered more jewel- 


lery believed to be part of a 


million haul stolen from a 
palace in Saudi Arabia five 
years ago. 

Two bores containing more than 
20 pieces of jewellery and 
other valuable objects were 
picked up late on Saturday 


night from separate locations 
in the northern Thai dty of 
Chiang Mai, police said. 

The boxes contained 
watches studded with di- 
amonds, bracelets, diamond 
rings* pearl necklaces, ear- 
rings, silver and golden 
spoons, women's blouses and 
purses and radios. 

Police gave no details of 


how the items were reco- 
vered. 

Saturday's find was the 
fourth lot of jewellery re- 
trieved in the past two weeks 
since police encouraged peo- 
ple to return the gems anony- 
mously. 

On Nov. 13 police, acting 
on an anonymous tip, found 
jewellery including a di- 


amond bracelet and earrings 
in a box on a Bangkok street. 

Three days later an uniden- 
tified man handed a parcel in 
at a night-time police check- 
point and sped off on a 
motorcycle. The parcel con- 
tained three gold watches 
studded with diamonds and 
marked with the Saudi royal 
emblem. 
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Egypt is ‘indifferent’ to 

violence against women 


CAIRO (AFP) — Women 
are daily victims of violence 
in Egypt but their screams 
foil on deaf ears in a country 
where male pride comes firs*, 
feminists and sociologists 
complain. 

“Rape, women- beaten or 
murdered by their husbands- 
and the circumcision of girls 
are part of our daily life and 
draw only general indiffer- 
ence,” according to Aida Seif 
Al Dawla, a psychiatrist who 
treats such victims. 

The Interior Ministry says 
48 women suspected of dieat- 
ing on their husbands or hav- 
ing had sexual relations be- 
fore marriage were killed in 
1992. 

But Ahmad Al Magdub, a 
sociologist at the National 
Centre for Research on 
Crime, said the figure is 
much higher because in the 
countryside such murders are 
never reported. 

The English-language 
newspaper Egyptian Gazette 
says that every day a woman 
is murdered by her husband. 

“A woman who kills her 
husband is a extraordinary 
phenomenon splashed in ev- 
ery newspaper but the re- 
verse goes # unnoticed," Dr. 
Seif Al Dawla said. 

Amina Shafiq, who repre- 
sents the London-based hu- 
man rights organisation 
Amnesty International in 
Egypt, is also outraged. 

“Nobody asks why a 
woman kills her husband. 
But how many of them, hav- 
ing waited for years while 
their husbands worked in the 
Gulf, have been abandoned 
with their children when they 
return,'' she said. 

“With a little money in his 
pocket, he looks immediately 
for a new wife," she said. “I 
understand the frustration 




which can lead women to 
desperate act.” 

Lawyer Amira 
said Egyptian laws are 
ed against women. 

A man who kills his .. 
for adultery faces between 
hours and three years in j 
on, while a woman can be 
behind bars for 25 yean 
convicted of the same 

“Such legal discri 
shows that society cfwaiu, 
women as inferior to dk^ 
according to Dr. Seif 1 
Dawla, angry that only 
can have their honour 
mirched. 

“Is it believable that 
all the debate on circu 
at the U.N. Population 
ference in Cairo in Sej 
ber. Health Minister 
Abdullah Fattah called for . 
law legalising this prac&t 
which supposedly protects i 
girl's honour," she asked. 

“Worse still, society, 
makes women assume is 
sponsibility for rape on fe 
pretext that she probafy 
provoked it by her behaving 
or dress," Dr. Seif A! Dsmh 
said. 

When a girl was raped ati 
bus station two years ago is 
the heart of Cairo, the peepk 
who came to her defettet 
were forced to point out tha 
she was veiled and accompa- 
nied by her mother, ttx 
feminist said. ^ 

Rape and other violent 
suffered by women h en- 
shrouded in silence. 

“There are no reliable fi- 
gures on rape becanu 
women refuse to take tajd 
action in order to aupufa 
scandal," she said. 

“Most of the time battered 
women don't ask fox divorce 
because they have do 
choice," Dr. Seif Al Dawfa 
said. 


Tight security for opera 


extravaganza in Egypt 


LUXOR, Egypt (R) — 
Egyptian police scanned the 
mountains and sugarcane 
fields west of Luxor with 
powerful searchlights on 
Saturday night as the rich and 
famous drove past mudbrick 
hovels to a $3.5 million opera 
extravaganza. 

Thousands of heavily 


armed policemen guarded - 
the 3,200-year-old temple of 1 


Queen Hatsepshut, venue for ■’ 
a lavish production of Verdi's 
Aida, in an attempt to show 
the world that southern 
Egypt was safe for tourists. 

inflatable police dinghies 
cruised up and down the 
Nile, apparently on the look- 
out for the kind of Islamic 
militants who have killed 
seven tourists in 22 attacks 
since Oct. 1992. 

The opera itself, produced 
by Italian impresario Vittorio 
Rossi, went without a hitch 
but some members of the 
audience said they were sur- 
prised at the massive security 
operation. 

“It’s extraordinary, just 
like (the Vietnam war film) 
Apocalypse Now,” said an 
Italian from Cairo. 

Culture Minister Farouk 
Hosni, mastermind of the ex- 
travaganza, told reporters 
Muslim militant violence had 
diminished anyway. “It’s just 
a few incidents here and 
there, it's nothing really se- 
rious,” he said. 

The opera was more than 
an artistic event, he added. 
“It’s economic, it opens the 
door to the future.” he said, 
referring to the government's 
hopes that Aida will help 
draw back foreigners fright- 
ened off by the Islamist cam- 
paign of violence. 

But Egyptian-born aclor 
Omar Shanf, one of the few 
celebrities to attend from 
abroad, said he doubted a 


single opera production could 
make much difference. 

“The tourists are already 
here and what better place lit 
stage Aida” he told repoiten 
in the intermission as he 
signed autographs and posed 
with young Italian women. 

The opera, a love story set 
in ancient Egypt, was com- 
missioned for the opening , 
the Suez Canal in 1S69 z i' 
the original Cairo' Opa 
House was built for the.fa 
performance. 

The organisers had said 
Prince Charles of Britain, 
Queen Noor. King Juan Car- 
los and Queen Sofia of Span 
and U.S. actress Jane Fonda 
would be attending. $ 

But the only royalty pre- 
sent were the Duke of Kent, 
cousin of Britain's Queen EH* 
zabeth, and hte wife Princes 
Michael. 

President Hosni Mubarak's 
wife Suzanne came and wot 
in a convoy of 11 vehkte, 
escorted by helicopters. 
Commandos of the presiden- 
tial guard secured the route 
which runs from Luxor town 
to the temple, across the Nile 
on a new pontoon bridge. 

The government has cut 
down 300 acres of sugar cane 
along the new road so that 
Muslim militants cannot take 
cover there if they choose to 
ambush opera gcttis. 

Hoteliers said occupancy 
rates had risen to 90 per cent 
for the six nights of tfct 
opera, from 50 per cent ear- 
lier in the month. 

Taxi drivers and shopkeep- 
ers said they too had noticed 
an increase in business or# 
the past week. 

“Business is looking U P- 
because of the opera and 
because the security sil 
is stable,” said Mohai 
Azab, owner of the Op# 3 
Aida souvenir. 
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Tel: 773111-19 
programme TWO 

1740 

Alice An Pays Dcs Mcrvcilics 

17 JO Un Pour Tous 

IM Lcs Invention Dc La Vic 

18:30 Lc Vent Dcs Moissons 

194)0 New in French 

19:15 Magazine Sportif 

lfc30 Black Beamy 

2M Boogies Diner 

29:30 Ou an turn Leap 

21:10 Shades of 1_ A. 

2240 News in English 

Headhunters 


Anglican Church Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chorda Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of N aza r ene Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 


Amman M. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 94 per ccm. 
Aqaba 48 per cent. 


USEFUL 


Td. 811295 


04:48 

06:10 

Hi23 

14:13 

16i37 

17:58 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

Maghreb 
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St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swciflch, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Ammndatioa Td. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church Td. 661757 
TcnasAndCa Church Td; 6223 66 
Church of the Annnndathm Td. 
623541. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A depression accompanied by a 
cold air mass will affect the King- 
dom. thus h wfll be cokL rainy, and 
cloudy with winds westerly modcr* 
ate to active. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy with a chance of 
showers. Winds will be southerly 
moderate and seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 6 / 1G 

Aqaba 12/21 

Deserts 5/13 

Jordan Valley 11/17 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 

— — — — - 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr- Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad ... 846070 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 790286 

Dr. Walid AJ Masri 675485 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Na jib pharmacy 847632 

RBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Hilu .... 279773 
Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Of- Walid Halasah 982799 

Khaiifch pharmacy 985417 


Food 

Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 62111 1.637777 

Fire Brigade,.. 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police K96390 

public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Ant man Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 10 1 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

SI56I5 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information .... 08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 183)314111 



AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilcti Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J, Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafkh 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 60224050 
Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ita Sina Hospital }S)W6732 

Al Hikma Modem H«phal (OQjmm 
jMDfc 

Princes Bas ma Hospital ...... (02)275553 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
too Ai Nairn HospUl (02)247100 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 
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17:05 !!! - KtevchU) 

17-50 Rome ( AZl 

18:15 J>arMAFl 

81 : fn DuhsiiCEKl 
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This information is supplied by 

I fnfornuffon 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel . (OS)S32DO- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied. 


fifty.” 1 Jordanian (RJ) 
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Damascus (RJ) 
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19=45 ;;;;; 0:^ -■ 

2fe00 Bahr:< jn ; Doha (RJl 

20-jo 

21:25 bu£? U v? ,,abi t RJ » 

22:40 .... " Uuh ?>-Mu.t,itRJ) 

Uumaiciis (RJl 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

Ofeoo . 

88:15 ... ki‘«'l'uUTKt 

IOiM 

!1J0 Cairo JMSi 

lsJo bTam ' Ahu Dhahl - Muscat IGF) 

Isa* 

19 : 15 ... Kiev (AU ) 

«*28 (ek) 

^TOtcrdam (RLl 


HU AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dtp, Amman 8:1 K) every Mooch) 
Art. Damascib 

5:00 p.m. cvcrv Mondfl 
Dep. Dunum 

7:30 a.m every 
Arr. Amman 

5:00 p.m. cvcFy S aw 

MARKET PRICES 

t'ppcrftiwcr pnci? mi rib F* f ^ 
-Api'Jo 7 ttt'jj; 

Bururui (Mukammar) 

Cabbage 130 /£ 

C-irrot 

Cauliflower .W J® 

Clementine 27UJ 2® 

Cucumbers (large) : -I50f4w 

Cucumbers l&nuil]) 350 

8BS-:r=r.?Sa 

Grypc Fruit 270/2®” 

Unwin g 

(| B r K til iWjjS 

Murrow (small) SP'JW 

°Uv (preen) 5Jj-.jp 

union igret-n) jg®. S 

Onu.„ (jrvi -OWg 

fP‘ n ** ggS 

Tomato 

Siring beans 
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VISITING AMMAN 
MUNICIPALITY: His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the Regent, 
Sunday visits the Greater 
Amman Municipality 
and is briefed by Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abba- 
di on services it offers to 
Amman residents as wdl 
as its fixture plans and 
programmes. Prince, 
Mohammad landed the 
distinguished efforts ex- 
erted by the municipality 
to expand public parks 
and construct pedestrian 
tunnels, saying these tun- 
nels have significantly 
contributed to reducing 
road accidents in 
crowded areas. The Re- 
gent urged the munici- 
pality to continue its 
good performance (Petra 
photo) 



Visiting Dutch business team agrees to 


spur pnvate sector activity with Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A. Ver- 
berk, chairman of a 25- 
member Dutch business de- 
legation Sunday met with 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali, and the two sides 
agreed on steps to be taken to 
stimulate and encourage each 
other’s private sector activi- 
ties. 

Both sides sought in par- 
ticular the implementation of 
projects that would help re- 
duce unemployment and 
raise the standard of living in 
Jordan, according to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Verberk leads a multi- 
sectoral trade mission com- 
prised of representatives of 
Dutch companies active in 
consultancy, construction 
and contracting, agriculture, 
supply and chemical indus- 
tries. 

The Dutch delegation met 
Sunday with Agriculture 
Min btry Secretary General 
Ghaleb Abu Arabi and dis- 
cussed cooperation in farm- 
ing, dairy production, agro 
production and processing, 
animal husbandry and other 
related topics. 

The visiting team also met 
with government officials at 
jtiy of. jLndustry an<£ _ 
.. Trade "and members of the’ 
T ‘"Atmnan Chamber of Com- 
1 merce to. explore areas for 
11 1 mutual cooperation. 

During their visit they were 
ed to meet with other 
and businesspersons 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali on Sunday meets with a visiting delegation from the 


Netherlands (Petra photo) 

before leaving 'for Syria and 
Lebanon. 


Jordan last year imported 
JD 62 million worth of Dutch 


-.i 



goods and exported JD 10 
million worth of fertilisers, 
potash, and phosphate. 

JordjmiapJmporis from the 
.^e(hcriaflcfe Are. mainly live 
-cattle,' fresh *meac, milk;- 
cheese,- vseeds, - cooking far 
and oil. 

The Dutch team also Sun- 
day met Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, chairman of the Amman 


Chamber of Industry, who 
urged the visiting 
businesspersons to invest in 
projects at the Dead Sea and 
to expand the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
(JPMC) and the Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refinery Company 

, i (JPRi(^),l ■■ I L 1 I U I , it 

• .*■» ;Thei Kingdom: offers itera- 
tive. incentives to foreign in- 
vestors and has already 
attracted 50 foreign firms 
Referring to the industrial 
sector, Mr. Abu Hassan said 


that it contributes to about 20 
per cent of the Kingdom's 
gross domestic product and 
accounts for 90 per cent of 
total national exports. 

He said nearly 120,000 
workers are employed in 
Jordanian factories,' mines 
and •other^-industry-relaied 
busines&S/' 

Mr. Verberk said some of 
the Dutch delegation have 
already started contacts with 
Jordanian businessmen to 
launch joint ventures. 


Kabariti condemns 
‘massacres’ in Bosnia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chair- 
man of the Foreign Affairs 
Committees at the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Sunday 
voiced the committee's con- 
demnation of at the ugly mas- 
sacres of Muslim citizens in 
Bosnia-Herzogovina. 


express their sympathy with 
the innocent Bosnian Mus- 
lims. 


M 


Mr. Kabariti said the fight- 
ing in Bihac was a flagrant 
example of the ethnic cleans- 
ing crimes taking place under 
the nose of the intemation ' 
community which is doing 
nothing to help stop them. 

In spite of the fact that the 
Jordanian people are now 
busy tackling vital issues, said 
Mr. Kabariti, thev cannot but 

T w 


Mr. Kabariti urged all 
countries and organisations 
which believe in human rights 
to take effective measures to 
bring an end to these mal- 
practices. 

Also Sunday, the Lower 
House of Parliament met 
under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour to 
hear complaints by deputies 
Nazih Ammarin and 
Mahmoud Huweimil on 
problems facing farmers. The 
House also heard replies by 
several ministers to deputies’ 
queries. 


Minister urges investment 
in rain-fed agriculture 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agricul- 
ture Minister Mansour Ben 
Tarif complained Sunday ab- 
out insufficient investments 
in rain-fed agricultural re- 
gions of Jordan — a trend, he 
said which started in the 
1980$. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is encouraging Jorda- 
nians to invest in rain-fed 
agricultural regions and re- 
claim areas in mountainous 
regions to help contribute to 
enabling the country towards 
self-sufficiency in food pro- 
duction, said Mr. Ben Tarif. 

Mr. Ben Tarif was speak- 
ing during a visit to the Agri- 
culture Ministry by Prime 
Minister Abdul SaJam Majali 


who attended pan of a week- 
ly meeting by the ministry's 
department directors. 

He outlined the Agricul- 
ture Ministry's policies, 
adding that the ministry pre- 
pared a document, for pub- 
lication by year end, featur- 
ing the national agricultural 
policies which aim at ensur- 
ing an integrated system. 

Speaking at the meeting. 
Dr. Majali urged the ministry 
to employ modem technolo- 
gy to meet the challenges of 
the coming stage and direct 
its attention towards increas- 
ing and improving food pro- 
duction and upgrading re- 
lated research. 


UNICEF cards are out 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


± ' AMMAN — The holiday 
(‘j season is fast approaching 
r and with it come the United 
1 Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) annual greeting 
cards, gifts and calender 
sales. 
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As the various religious 
and secular holidays this year 
will nm almost back to back. 

ignwill 
ristmas 


UNICEF's sale campai 
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begin with the pre 

season, to New Year's and on 
through the month of Rama- 
dan. according to LINICEF 
Inf ormatio n/Co mm un icati on 
Officer Sima Bahous. 

The selections of greeting 

■ cards this winter include va- 

■ nous holiday, seasonal, and 
1 religious themes, said Dr. 

Bahous, from nativity scenes, 
depictions of the season from 
the eyes of children, and cal- 
ligraphic expressions by 
artists from Jordan. Egypt. 
Iran and Turkey. 

The UNICEF greeting 
j cards idea began in 1949 
| when a seven-year-old girl. 

j JnkaSamkova, made a paint- 

j »g for UNICEF in thanks for 
I the help the agency gave to 
Mr war-ravaged village in 
J Czechoslovakia. Her design 
“came the first UNICEF 
: J card, according to the agen- 

ft °y- 

; . UNICEF is the only orga- 

msatton within the United 
Nations system dedicated ex- 
ausively to the welfare of 
children. As such it was origi- 


nally created in 1946 to pro- 
vide massive relief to the 
destitute young victims of 
World War II. 

According to the agency, 
the proceeds from the sale of 
greeting cards, stationery and 
calenders worldwide help to 
finance its income. All de- 
signs for UNICEF cards are 
contributed by artists or 
museums, and the sales force 
of UNICEF national commit- 
tees, private organisations and 
individuals is nearly 1UU per 
cent volunteer. 


•fx. 


The agency, therefore, 
says that it incurs only mini- 
mum administrative expenses 
and the actual production 
cost. AH of the unusually high 
profit. UNICEF says, goes 
directly into its projects for 
children. 

According the agency, 
over the past 35 years, its 
card sales have netted about 
S200 million, and all of this 
money was spent on basic 
services for children and 
mothers, including maternal 
and child health care, clean 
water supply, improved 
nutrition, education, and so- 
cial services. 

In an information leaflet 
produced by UNICEF, the 
agency says: “This year the 
Tliird World's foreign debts 
and the interest payments 

that have to i" em 

total more than 5175 billion. 

This is three times the total 
aid Third World countries 



UNICEF cards and stationery 


aia tt . — r 

receive. The persistence of 

this oroblem throughout the 


90s will result in the death of 
more than 100 million chil- 
dren, Jeaving millions others 
suffering from chronic mal- 
nutrition and in health." 

With that, the agency 
appeals to all concerned to 
contribute to achieving its 
goals of ensuring the mini- 
mum rights of children so 


that they might grow to their 
full potential, physically and 
psychologically. UNICEF de- 
pends significantly on its 
annual greeting cards sales to 
help fulfill that mission. 

Further information can be 
obtained from UNICEF's 
Amman Office, telephone 
629571 . 


British Airways to resume regular 


London- Amman flights on Dec. 5 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first regu- 
lar British Airways (BA) 
flight will land in Amman 
on Dec. 5, resuming non- 
stop BA flights between 
London and the Jordanian 
capital after a hiatus of five 
years, airline 'officials 
announced Sunday. 

BA is the first airline to 
resume Amman flights af- 
ter the signing of the 
Jordan-Israe! peace treaty 
on Oct. 26. The peace trea- 
ty ended a 46-year state of 
war and paved the way for 
full diplomatic relations 
(see page one) and econo- 
mic cooperation, including 
joint tourism packages, be- 
tween the Kingdom and the 
Jewish state. 

Tony Christodoulou. 
public affairs consultant of 
BA, noted that Jordan was 
giving priority to develop- 
ing the tourism sector in 
the wake of the 
breakthrough in the three- 
year-old peace process. 

“The peace accord had 
increased prospects for 
tourism to Jordan and the 
rest of the Middle East, 
and British Airways hopes 
to take its share of the 
expected prospects," Mr. 
Christodoulou told repor- 
ters at an event held Satur- 
day to announce the re- 
sumption of the BA flights. 
Rose Laty, BA 
spokesperson in Amman, 
said she hoped that the new 
Amman-London-Amman 
service would eventually be 
raised to four flights a week 
from the initial twice- 
weekly flights. 

The airline will operate 
Boeing 767 planes on the 
route, leaving London at 
4:10 p.m. on Mondays and 
3:35 p.m. on Saturday and 


— 4 - » 





arriving in Amman at 11:10 
p.m. and 10:45 p.m. re- 
spectively, Ms. Laty said. 

Tour operators noted that 
the resumption of BA 
flights was a positive in- 
dicator to the overall tour- 
ism industry for Jordan in 
that the leading British car- 
rier is known to be highly 
conservative, weighing the 
pros and cons of any des- 
tination before deciding to 
fly there. 

Several other European 
airlines, including Lufth- 
ansa of Germany, are re- 
portedly considering plans 
to resume Amman flights 
they suspended after the 
Gulf crisis of 1990-91 trig- 
gered by the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Airline sources said 
Lufthansa was planning to 
resume flights in April. No 
independent confirmation 
was immediately available. 

No North American air- 
line is known to be con- 
sidering any flights to Am- 


man in the short term. 

"They are still smarting from 
the TWA hijack to Beirut” 
in 1985, said an airline offi- 
cial. 

British Airways sus- 
pended Amman flights in 
1989 because of what its 
officials described as tech- 
nical reasons. Subsequent- 
ly, Royal Jordanian, the 
Kingdom's national carrier, 
stepped in to fill in the gap 
by increasing from two to 
four its weekly flights to 
London. 

The resumption of BA 
flights is not expected to 
have any serious impact of 
RJ flights, given the ex- 
pected rise in the number 
of British businessmen and 
tourists visiting Jordan, 
taking heart from the state 
of peace after decades of 
conflict. 

Alan Briggs, the Cairo- 
based BA area manager for 
the Near East and North 
Africa, said he favoured 
the moving of his office to 


Amman. 

“Quality of life,*’ 
answered Mr. Briggs when 
asked what edge he found 
in Amman over Cairo, 
adding that Jordan also had 
much better communica- 
tion facilities and oper- 
ational advantages than 
Egypt. 

“It is a decision left to 
the overall management," 
he said in response to a 
question whether the air- 
line was considering mov- 
ing the Near East and 
North Africa office to Am- 
man. 

The British Airways 
flights to Amman and back 
would also mark a first in 
the whole of the Near Eas t: 
the airline is introducing 
“en route sleeper service” 
for first class passengers. 

The Boeing 767 will have 
10 first class seats, 42 busi- 
ness class and 141 “World 
Traveller” class on its Am- 
man flights, said Mr. 
Briggs. 


More 


ram 



AMMAN (J.T-) — The 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy Sunday expects more 
rain in Jordan Monday and 
Tuesday, saying that the 
Kingdom is still affected by 
the cold atmospheric de- 
pression centred in north- 
ern Syria. 

A department official 
said temperatures will 
reach a maximum of 10°C 
on Monday and will drop to 
4°C that evening. He said 
the rainfall which started 
Sunday in the north would 
spread to the south and 
most areas of the Kingdom. 

According to the official, 
the formation of fog in hilly 
areas will cause poor visi- 
bility. and he urged extra 
caution while driving. 

Meanwhile the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) re- 
ported the country's dams 
are nearly 50 per cent full, 
sera result of the November 
rains. Hashem Shboul. 
JVA secretary general, said 
that water collected in the 
King Talal Dam. the 
largest in the country, was 
estimated at slightly above 
40 million cubic metres 
(MCM), half of the dam's 
total capacity. 


Qatari 

official 


arrives 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Head 
of Qatar’s General Com- 
mission on Youth and 
Sports Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Eid AI Thani Sunday 
arrived in Amman on a 
four-day visit to Jordan at 
an invitation by Youth 
Minister Fawwaz Abul 
Gbanam. 


Water ministry to announce tenders 


in ’95 for Dead Sea coast projects 


■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The areas on the adjacent moun- sentatives of the ministries of 


Ministry of WatbQa'ndirrriga^^ tainous terrain., 

.tion next year will ^ ruiouhce Ci said < two-phase in-7 

tenders for.>iuyesti7ient pror,;:.. vestmept scheme envisages 
jects along the Dead Sea setting up hotels, tourist vil- 


n 


coast and will invite local and 
foreign firms to bid and ex- 
ecute the schemes. 

The announcement was 
made by Water and Irrigation 
Minister Saleh Irsheidat Sun- 
day at a meeting called to 
review the finalised plans for 
the development of the Dead 
Sea coast, as prepared in 
cooperation with a French 
consultancy firm. 

Noting that a local and 
French firm jointly prepared 
the studies over the past six 
months. Dr. Irsheidat said 
that the development plans 
are to be carried out along a 
60- kilometre stretch of rhe 
coast in addition to selected 


lages, entertainment centres, 
public gardens, and ther- 
apeutic spas beoefitting from 
the Dead Sea environment, 
adding that the private sector 
has already indicated interest 
in such endeavours. 

Pointing out that the 
schemes will be implemented 
through the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA), the minis- 
ter said the first phase of the 
projects would be quick and 
immediate; the other, he 
said, is a long term venture 
requiring all the necessary 
infrastructure services. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan along with repre- 


^Jlpdustr.y^and 

Trade,, .fyljipicipal Affpirs, 
and Finaiic&JH'ere present at 
the meeting convened at the 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion. 

That the Minister of Tour- 
ism was present, said Dr. 
Irsheidat. underlines the im- 
portance the government 
attaches to these schemes to 
serve as tourist attractions. 

A representative of the 
French consultancy firm said 
he believed that the Dead 
Sea and its projects hold ma- 
jor potential fpr tourism in 
the Kingdom. 

Together with such trea- 
sures Tike Petra. Jerash and Am- 
man. the Dead Sea would 
further boost the tourism in- 
dustry in the country, he 
added. 


ILO to help ministry to set up data bank 


AMMAN (Petra) — A senior 
International Labour Orga- 
nisation (ILO) official Sun- 
day said the ILO would help 
the Labour Ministry establish 
a data bank and offer minis- 
try officials training scho- 
larships in employment, ex- 
patriate workers' issues, 
occupational safety and 
workers education. 

Speaking at a meeting here 
with Minister of Labour 
Khaled Ghzawi, Shukri Da- 
jani. assistant ILO director 
general, said that this office 
plans to help Jordan set a 
national strategy to cope with 
its unemployment problem 
and assist in vocational train- 
ing matters. 

The ILO would provide 
experts to supervise training 
courses for Jordanian person- 
nel and to help establish the 
ministry's data bank on 
labour-related matters, 
added Mr. Dajani. 

He said mutual coopera- 
tion would be necessary and 
vital especially in the field of 
employment and in helping 
to set up a Jordanian employ- 


ment corporation. 

The labour minister and 
Mr. Dajani reviewed the 
ministry's programmes con- 
cerning occupational safety, 
workers' education and also 
areas where the ILO can be 
of benefit to the ministry. 

Mr. Ghzawi said the minis- 
try has advanced in laying the 


groundwork for an informa- 
tion network serving as a 
nucleus for a data bank on 
labour in Jordan. 

He told Mr. Dajani that 
the Labour Ministry was in 
need of ILO assistance in 
financing facilities required 
to ensure occupational safety 
programmes in Jordan. 



iJr Lecture (in German with slide show) entitled “Boden- 
werder” by Dr. Dieter Glade at Goethe- Institute at 6:00 
p.m. 


CHARITY BAZAAR 


Charity harwar (includes books, tapes, clothes, and 
accessories) at Mn'tah University. 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by Saadi AI Kaabi at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures by ‘Amer Khalil at Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

■fr Exhibit entitled “Signs and Symbols; CommtmicatkHi 
and Interpretation from the Brandywine Workshop” at 
the American Center, 
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Chechen opposition pulls back 
after failing to take Grozny 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Forces of the Moscow- 
backed opposition in 
Chechenya have withdrawan 
after an unsuccessful attempt 
to capture the capital Groz- 
ny, a spokesman for the Rus- 
sian. 

Hundreds of Moscow- 
backed troops withdrew from 
Grozny overnight Saturday 
“in order to regroup their 
forces,” the FSK spokesman 
said. 

Loyalist commanders told 
the Interfax News Agency 
the opposition lost more than 
200 men and about 20 tanks 
in the bloody battle Friday 
and Saturday. 

The troops had pulled back 
to positions over 20 
kilometres outside Grozny, 
hidden from'the city by hills, 
the commanders said. 

- Quoting the army genera] 
staff, Interfax said Chechen 
government forces had cap- 
tured 12 tanks and taken 120 
prisoners. 

*' "Among, the prisoners are 
around & Russian soldiers, 
the general staff said, accus- 
ing Moscow of direct involve- 
ment in the opposition 
attempt to overthrow Presi- 
dent Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

The FSK spokesman ack- 
nowledged that Moscow pro- 
vided military equipment and 
financial help for the rebels 
but he denied claims that it 
had also provided troops and 
said the prisoners claimed by 
the loyalists were probably 
mercenaries. 

Appearing to back that 
claim, one of the prisoners, 
who gave bis name as Major 
Valeri Ivanov, told Interfax 


in an interview' that he had 
been recruited by the opposi- 
tion and was being paid three 
million rubles ($1,000) a 
month. 

The Chechen opposition 
has itself issued no statement 
since it claimed victory Satur- 
day in the battle for the capit- 
al of the small Muslim repub- 
lic in the Russian Caucasus, 
which has defied Moscow 
since proclaiming itself inde- 
pendent in 1991. 

Moscow refuses to recog- 
nise the independence of the 
breakaway region, led by the 
former Red Army General 
Dudayev, and home to 1.2 
million people, most of diem 
Muslims. 

And it claims the oil-rich 
region as one of the 89 mem- 
bers of the Russian Federa- 
tion formed after the Soviet 
Union collapsed m 1991. 

Mr. Dudayev's spokesman 
Mussa Merjuev Sunday again 
accused Moscow of involve- 
ment in the Chechen battle 
and threatened Sunday to 
shoot the Russian prisoners 
held if Moscow did not end 
its “adventure.” 

The prisoners would 
“probably be freed as a good- 
will gesture," Mr. Merjuev 
skid, “but if Moscow con- 
tinues its military adventure 
in the northern Caucasus, 
they will, of course, be shot.” 

No independent witness 
accounts of the condition of 
the town or state of the fight- 
ing could be obtained from 
Grozny by midday Sunday. 

At one point the opposi- i 
tion had control of the televi- 
sion tower and claimed vic- 
tory but this was refuted by 


the Chechen government. 

Fighting continued into the 
late afternoon Saturday,' an 
AFP correspondent at the 
scene said. 

The assault launched by 
opposition troops was the 
most decisive move in four 
months of sporadic efforts to 
topple Mr. Dudayev. 

The assault began Friday 
with attacks on government 
positions by 40 opposition 
helicopters. 

Several hundred men, sup- 
ported by 35 armoured cars, 
then pushed their way into 
the town centre before being 
forced to retreat several 
hours later. 

The opposition, which is 
supported by the rebellious 
former Russian parliamen- 
tary Speaker Ruslan Khasba- 
latov, has been gathering 
strength since an opposition 
“Provisional Council" was 
formed, backed by Moscow, 
in August. 

Hie offensive was led by 
Beslan Ganemirov and 
brought the conflict to the 
capital's centre for the first 
time. 

“We will be in the pres- 
idential building tomorrow," 
a spokesman for Mr. Khasbu- 
latov said Sunday. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, meeting 
with military advisers at his 
base at Tolstoi-Yurt, 20 
kilometres north of Grozny, 
also indicated that the offen- 
sive was not over. Asked by 
the Associated Press what his 
plans were, he replied. “No 
comment. We'll talk there 
(the presidential palace) 
tomorrow.” 


Mr. Dudayev Saturday 
vowed to fight to the end 
against what he called Rus- 
sian aggression. “If Russia 
continues this path, we have 
no other option — Russia is 
the aggressor,” he said in a 
telephone interview. 

Outside Mr. Khasbulatov's 
headquarters, Russian- 
speaking crews climbed into 
seven T-72 tanks and pre- 
pared for the next confronta- 
tion. 

One blond-haired tank 
commander left no doubt ab- 
out his nationality. “Do I 
look like a Chechen?” he 
asked. Queried about reports 
that each soldier had received 
5 million rubles ($1,500) for 
Saturday's assault on Groz- 
ny, he said, “we all have our 
own reasons for being here.” 

In Grozny, townspeople 
assessed the damage from 
Saturday's offensive, sweep- 
ing up broken glass from 
smashed shop windows on 
Victory Street, where flames 
shot into the air from broken 
gas pipes. 

Forces loyal to Mr. 
Dudayev gathered outside 
the presidential mansion as 
other troops patrolled the 
Palace Square. Several shots 
were fired by nervous sol- 
diers. sending passersby run- 
ning for cover. 

Government spokesman 
Movladi Udugov put govern- 
ment losses at 20 dead in 
Saturday's offensive. He said 
government forces destroyed 
or captured 30 opposition 
tanks and downed four heli- 
copters and one SU-25 air- 
plane. 


Uruguayans vote for new president Britain 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — Ten 
years after it emerged from a 
decade of military rule, Uru- 
guay chooses a new president 
Sunday in the closest contest 
in its 166-year history. 

Uruguay is South Amer- 
ica's second-smallest country, 
with some 2.3 million reg- 
istered voters. 

The three parties vying for 
the presidency are at most 1.6 
points.apart in .opinion polls, 
with 28.6 per cent for the 


ruling centrist National Par- 
ty, 28.4 per cent for the rival 
centrist Colorado Party and 
27 per cent for the centre-left- 
Progressive Gathering. 

Under Uruguay's complex 
elecitoral laws, each party 
can field as many presidential 
candidates as it wants. Hie 
■centre-left Alliance has only 
one, blit the National Party 
and the Colorados have three' 
each. 

The winner will succeed 


President 'Luis Alberto Lacal- 
le, whose efforts to push his 
country aboard Latin Amer- 
ica's free-markets band- 
o were defeated by a 


wa 

1992 referendum which 
showed most Uruguayans 
opposed economic liberal- 
ism. 

His National Party’s top 
contender is Alberto Volont, 
55, a free- market business- 
man and 1 a newcomer to- poli- 
tics who. struck a populist 
note in his campaign. 


U.N. opens human rights office in 

■ 

Guatemala amid rising violence 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) 
— The United Nations has 
opened its doors to monitor 
human rights in Guatemala 
amid ballooning political vio- 
lence and an ongoing civil 
war in the Central American 
nation. 

Despite government asser- 
tions that Guatemala's hu- 
man rights record is impro- 
ving, tiie Roman Catholic 
Church has recorded a “signi- 
ficant rise" in political kill- 
ings, threats against judges 
and witnesses in key human 
rights cases, and an upsurge 
in attacks by leftist guerrillas. 

“It’s very worrying,” 
Ronalth Ochaeta director of 
the Catholic Church’s Hu- 
man Rights Office told Reu- 


ters. 

The United Nations agreed 
to set up the mission — 
known by its acronym 
MINUGUA — after Guate- 
mala’s waning sides pledged 
to respect human rights in an 
accord signed in March as 
part of peace talks to end 34 
years of civil war. 

However, violence has 
since escalated. Local fire- 
men report 13 killings daily in 
the capital and tortured 
bodies regularly turn up 
around the country. 

Government officials 
blame the violence on “delin- 
quents” but others believe 
hardline elements of the 
security forces may be re- 
sponsible. 'To contuse peo- 


ple, political killings are dis- 
guised as common crime,” 
Ms. Ochaeta said. 

Guatemala's army has one 
of the woTst_human rights 
reputations 

About 220 foreign human 
rights observers and 70 
policemen and military 
liaison officers will work for 
MINUGUA in 13 regional 
offices in different areas of 
Guatemala, mission director 
Leonardo Franco said. 

The U.N. mission, which 
opened its offices last Mon- 
day, will take testimony from 
civilians at offices across the 
country and will have to deal 
with some cases which have 
already drawn international 
attention. 


Summit to plan global war against AIDS 


PARIS (AFP) — Political 
leaders from around the 
world gather in Paris Thurs- 
day for the first international 
s ummi t to consider global 
strategy in the war against the 
toiler AIDS pandemic. 

Highli ghts of the one -day 
summit will include debates 
i on AIDS sufferers' rights, in 
particular in relation to res- 
trictions imposed by coun- 
tries such as the United 
States and Japan on people 
who have the disease. 

A notable absentee at the 
meeting will be Rwanda, one 
of the countries worst hit by 
the AIDS virus HIV. 

Government representa- 
tives from a total of 42 coun- 
tries will gather for the sum- 
mit at the Paris headquarters 
of the U.N. Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Orga- 
nisation (UNESCO). 

U.N. Secretary General 
. Boutros Ghali will also 

J attend, while representative 

include a number of prime 
ministers. 

A key theme will be bow 
the richer countries of the 
northern hemisphere can 
help those of the south by 
providing resources and 
education to combat the pan- 
demic. 

French Cooperation Minis- 
ter Bernard Debre said the 
summit was aimed at de- 
veloping “a greater sense, 
responsibility and solidarity 
among developed countries 
for the countries of the 
south." 

“No continent is now bee 


of the epidemic, it concerns 
every country,” Mr. Debre 
said 

“Either because they are 
cruelly hit by the virus, or 
because all indications are 
that they are about to be 
ravaged, or because they are 
the main providers of money , 
they have to give a helping 
hand to those who are with- 
out.” 

French Social Affairs 
Minister Simone Veil said 
one specific concern was the 
transmission of the HTV virus 
by blood transfusions, and 
said action would be taken in 
this area. 

She recently announced 
that France was upping its 
contribution to international 
AIDS organisations from 10 
million frames to 100 million 
francs (about $2 million to 
$20 million) in 1995. 

France has the highest inci- 
dence of AIDS in the Euro- 
pean Union. 

Another crucial concern 
covers the rights of AIDS 
patients worldwide, who 
according to Veil are 
threatened by intolerance 
and restrictions. 

Hie United States and 
Japan have already come 
tinder attack for restrictive 
policies on allowing AIDS 
sufferers in, while me Rus- 
sian parliament has also pas- 
sed a law requiring AIDS 
tests for all foreigners enter- 
ing the country. 

Ms. Veil said freedom of 
movement for sufferers 
would be a key issue at the 


summit- Russia will be repre- 
sented. 

Mr. Debre said the summit 
would provide an opportun- 
ity to propose “a certain 
number of initiatives con- 
cerning international coop- 
eration aimed in particular at 
the most dramatic prob- 
lems.” 

The most notable absentee 
from the summit will be 
Rwanda, where 60 per cent 
of the military was infected 
with the HIV virus before 
this summer's three-month 
bloody dvQ war, according to 
official figures. 

The official explanation for 
the absence given by Mr. 
Debre is that Rwanda did not 
attend preparatory meetings 
in June for the summit in the 
midst of its dvfl war. 

Kigali's empty chair at the 
summit however follows its 
absence simililary from a 
Franco- African summit in 
Biarritz earlier in the mouth, 
which was reportedly due to 
French concern over the new 
Kigali regime. 

Thursday’s political event 
will be preceded Wednesday 
by a conference of interna- 
tional scientific authorities on 
how to battle the Human 
Immuno-Deficiency Virus 
(HIV) that causes AIDS. 

At the end of the day 
Thursday the sumnuteers will 
publish a final declaration, 
which Ms. Veil said would set 
out “the great principles 
which bring together the 
human, race.” 


confirms 
talks with 
Sinn Fein 
this year 


LpNDON (R) — Britain 
said tt%ouId open direct taTlre 
with the IRA’s political wing 
Sinn Fein this year, as plan- 
ned, despite delays to North- 
ern Ireland's peace process. 

Michael An cram, junior 
minister responsible for the 
province, said in a speech 
Saturday night that senior 
dvil servants would sit down 
with Sinn Fein members 
within a month. 

Discussions with Protes- 
tant paramilitary groups de- 
termined to keep Northern 
Ireland British would also 
start by the end of Decem- 
ber, he said. 

The fall of the Irish Repub- 
lic’s government two weeks 
ago has upset the timetable 
for the fragile peace process 
and left Britain, less keen 
than Ireland to race ahead, 
in charge. 

“We have carefully re- 
viewed the actions of Sinn 
Fein and the IRA. These 
have been more compelling 
than their words,” Mr. 
Ancram told a political meet- 
ing in Northern Ireland. 

“This means we can move 
carefully towards the begin- 
ning of exploratory dialogue 
with Sinn Fein before Christ- 
mas provided that the Irish 
Republican Army continues 
to show that it has ended 
terrorism.” 



ROYAL ENGAGEMENT:The oldest in the garden of the Zarzuela Palace after their 
daughter of King Juan Carios and Queen Sofia wig^mwrf was announced Saturday (see 
of Spain, Infanta Elena (right) and her fiance story page 12) (AFP photo) 

Jaime De Marichalar pose far photographers 


1,000 S. African soldiers mobilise 
for peacekeeping in Angola 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — One thousand South 
African soldiers are mobilis- 
ing to assist a regional 
peacekeeping force in shor- 
ing up a shaky ceasefire in 
Angola, South African De- 
fence Force (SANDF) offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

The mobilisation is in anti- 
cipation of cabinet approval 
of a U.N. request that South 
Africa send troops to form 
part of a new 7,000-strong 
regional deployment in 
Angola, the officials, quoted 
widely in South Africa's 
media, added. 

The South African cabinet 
is due Wednesday to debate 
the request, by the U.N. 
secretary-general’s special 
representative in Angola, 
Aiioune Blondm Beye. 

The Johannesburg Sunday 
Time said an engineer batal- 
lion and an air-support de- 
tachment had been put on 
standby to join the multina- 
tional United Nations Angola ' 
Verification Mission (UN- 
AVEM) m. 

Defence Minister - Joe 
Modise said eazfiep^fiis week 
that although the government 
was reluctant to commit 
troops to Angola, “once the 
request is made it is going to 
be very difficult to say no." 

Mr. Modise’s deputy, Ron- 
nie Kasrils, added that South 
Africa was “totally commit- 
ted” to assisting the peace 
process in Angola. 



can work as 
long as both sides are com- 
mitted to peace," Mr. Kasrils 
said. 

Foreign Affairs Director 
General Evans said the de- 
ployment of a U.N. force was 
crucial to the implementation 
of the Nov. 20 Lusaka pro- 
tocol, under which the Ango- 
lan government and the rebel 
Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola (UN- 
ITA) movement agreed to 
end their 19-year civil war 
and authorised a ceasefire 
from last Tuesday. 

Mr. Evans said that be- 
cause of South Africa’s his- 
torical involvement in the 
Angolan civil war, the U.N. 
did not expea Pretoria to 
send combat troops. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, the 
former white minority Pre- 
toria government gave milit- 
ary and financial support to 
UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
in his fight against the forces 
of Marxist President Eduardo 
Dos Santos. 

Mr. Evans said, however, 
that South Africa was now 
VeU-pJaced-to provide -logis- 
tical support, communica- 
tions, engineers and carriers. 

An air force spokesman 
said the South African Air 
Force will provide transport 
aircraft and helicopters if the 
cabinet approves the Ango- 
lan mission. 

Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
whose soldiers won high 


praise in the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in 
Somalia, are sending up to six 
infantry ba tall ions to Angola. 

If the peace accord holds, 
Mr. Evans added, UN- 
AVEM ELI, should be oper- 
ational by early January. 

South Africa has so far 
resisted pressure to send 
troops to Rwanda, Haiti and 
Lesotho but because Angola 
is seen as more of a regional 
responsibility, indications are 
the cabinet will reluctantly 
approve the deployment. 

Meanwhile, Angolan state 
radio Sunday repeated a gov- 
ernment demand for the re- 
lease of four helicopter crew- 
men alleged to have been 
captured by Jonas Savimbi's 
UNTTA rebels after being 
shot down in the south. 

“The Angolan Air Force 
demands the unconditional 
release of these men,” the 
radio said. 

The Luanda government 
charged Saturday that rebels 
shot down the. helicopter, 
lofting 22 people on board; 
while it was ferfying wound- 
ed soldiers*, from 'the south- 
eastern city of Cuito- 
Cuanavate. 

The government and UN- 
ITA have repeatedly accused 
each other of violating a ceas- 
efire signed in Lusaka last 
Tuesday to end a 19-year civil 
war in Angola. 



NASREEN GETS AWARD* Ba nglad es h i on a ten-day visit to France, fc — 1 a fatwa (death 
nthor Tadfma Mono leans Nantes town senteKejteoed agatoateTb. B^lSSS 
ton she nccteri fly Edict at Nantes Muslim leaders aStaT toed ta S*ndafsto« 

Prize for her book Lqjja. Ms. Nasreen, who is August (AFP photo) an** 



East, Russia in spotlight at diplomatic marathon 


LONDON (R) — The Un- 
ited States and Europe, 
already cruelly divided over 
Bosnia, tackle another diffi- 
cult issue vital to the future 
security of the continent in a 
diplomatic marathon that 
starts this week. 

The theme at meetings of 
NATO, the European Union 
and at a pan-European secur- 
ity summit is bow to draw 
Moscow's former satellites 
into the web of Western eco- 
nomic and mflitaiy security 
— without leaving Russia iso- 
lated and resentful. 

The stakes are high. If 
Russia feels left out by the 
integration of its former cold 
war allies into organisations 
such as NATO and the Euro- 
pean Union, cooperation will 
be difficult on issues like Bos- 
nia and other ethnic flash- 
points. 

At tiie same time, Poland, 
Hungary and others are in- 
creasingly frustrated by the 
failure of Western institu- 
tions to give them a timetable 
for membership. 

“In the next few weeks, we 
have to strike a balance. If we 
don’t get it right, there could 
be serious consequences,” 


said a European diplomat. 
“Everyone knows Russia 
cannot join NATO or the EU 
but we have to make the 
Russians feel included.” 

Moreover, the war in Bos- 
nia — testament to the fai- 
lure of these organisations to 
bring any real new order to 
Europe — wfli cast a long 
shadow over the meetings 
which start with a gathering 
of NATO foreign ministers in 
Brussels Thursday. 

At that meeting, the Un- 
ited States and its allies will 
discuss what Eastern Euro- 
pean states must do to join 
the alliance, although no 
candidates will be named and 
no dates set. 

While Washington would 
tike to move faster towards 
taking on new members, 
many European allies are re- 
luctant. 

Fear of alienating Russia is ■ 
one of die main reasons. 

But there are also concerns 
about whether expansion to 
the East would weaken 
NATO’s internal cohesion 
and whether allies are ready 
to send troops to fight and die 
in regions troubled by ethnic 
tensions. Bosnia has shown 


that they are not. 

NATO ministers meet 
their oountemarts from East- 
ern Europe. Russia and other 
former Soviet republics Fri- 
day, as the five-month “con- 
tact group” of major powers 
trying to broker an end to the 
war in Bosnia gathers in 
Brussels. 

-Then the action shifts to a 
summit of the 53-nation Con- 
ference on Security and 
Co ope ration in Europe 
(CSCE), in Budapest on 
Dec. 5-6. 

Long dismissed by critics as 
an ineffectual talking shop, 
the CSCE has one vital 
— it is the only European 
security organisation that in- 
cludes Russia. 

The Budapest summit may 
agree to strengthen the 
CSCE in a limited way, thus 
appealing to Moscow. It 
could reach agreement on 
Russian military involvement 
in former Soviet republics 
and send a peacekeeping 
force to troubled Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

But there are serious dif- 
ferences between Russia and 
others over exactly bow all of 


dm should be done and a 
failure to reach greement 
would leave Moscow outh, 
the cold. 1 

From Budapest, the di- 
plomatic train moves to the 
German city of Essen for a 

SS ra 9.10 f EU leaderS °" 
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tegration of its neighbours to 
the east, wants the summit to 
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Early Beatles 

disc fetches 

$ 17,200 

LONDON (R) — The first 
Beatles record ever to be 
played ou radio fetched 1 
world record price for a coco- 
merrially produced disc of 

£ 11,000 ($17,200), Bonham’s 

Auctioneers said. A spokes- 
woman said the recording of 
Love Me Do played by Rathe 
Luxembourg in 1963 laun- 
ched the Liverpool pop group 
on their way to fame and 
fortune. “This record was tire 
first ever played (on radio)... 
it was responsible for laun- 
ching ‘Beatlemania,”’ the 
spokeswoman said. It was 
bought by Mikel Ban*, a 
Madrid man who works in 
the music business and plans 
to hang it on a wall at home. 
The disc was put up for auc- 
tion by British Disc Jockey 
Tony Prince, who inherited 
the record during a dearout 
of the radio Luxembourg 
Library. Bonham's said Mr. 
Prince wrote to ex- Beetle 
Paul McCartney, who con- 
firmed that, as far as he knew 
Luxembourg was the first 
radio station ro play a Beatles 
record. The vinyl disc was a 
demonstration copy signed 
by Paul McCartney — whose 
name was misspelt “McAit- 
ney" on the Pariophorw label 
— as co-writer of the song 
with John Lennon. 

No police security 
for alleged 
Ramos lover 

MANILA (R) — Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos's 
security chief has denied that 
police were ever assigned so 
guard a socialite rumoured to 
have once been a mistress of 
Mr. Ramos. Contrary to 
newspaper reports, no police- 
men provided security for 
Rose Marie “Baby” Arenas 
during her recent visit to cen- 
tral Cebu City or escorted her 
out of Manila airport OB her 
return from the trip. General 
Leo Alvez said Saturday. 
Some VIPs, including poijti- 
dans' relatives and other in- 
fluential people, used police 
as bodyguards until the gov- 
ernment banned the practice. 
Both Mr. Ramos and Ms. 
Arenas have dismissed as 
ip newspaper reports that 
were once lovers. 


Bolice probe 
U.K.’s biggest 
child 

sex abuse case 

■ 

LONDON (R) — Northern , 
Ireland police have unco- J 
vered Britain’s biggest child 
sex abuse case, allegedly in- 
volving more than 100 chil- 
dren, the Observer newspap- 
er reported Sunday. The 
Observer, in a front-page re- 
port, said a massive police 
dossier built up during their 
investigations would be hand- 
ed to state prosecutors next 
week. It said the investiga- 
tion centred on a public hous- 
ing estate in Londonderry, 
northwest of Belfast. Three 
men are in custody and more 
than a dozen others have 
been questioned and released 
but other charges are ex- 
pected to follow. According 
to one source quoted by tire 
Observer, the alleged 
paedophile ring on the estate 
has involved “the biggest 
child sex abuse investigations 
ever in these islands.” It said 
the abuses described by chil- 
dren allegedly involved, 
mostly boys aged between 
eight and 12, included rape, 
buggery and group sex. • 
Tnere are also allegations of 
violence and threats to kid- 
nap, the Observer reported. 
Northern Ireland police con- 
firmed there had been an 
investigation into alleged 
child sex abuse in the Lon- 
donderry area but sa yj the 
case was now sub judice and 
refused to comment further. 

British woman 
priest weds 
divorcee 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
Cntirdh of England woman 
pnest Saturday became the 
first British cleigywoman to 
marry a divorced man. tying 
the knot in a civil ceremony 
Biter her bishop ruled against 
a church wedding. TheRe- 
verend Christine Streeter, 
the curate at Rosedale Abbey 
in Yorkshire, northern Eng- 

T? n< !* ”J el ^ er husband, 
David Haddon-Reece, dur- 
uig a pastoral visit to his 

y . eare a S°- A vicar 
ku? 1 ^ n**gbbou ring parish 
blessed tile couple in a cefe- 
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Perry: Serbs able to overrun Bihac 


WASHINGTON (R) — u.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry said Sunday the Bos- 
nian Serbs were in a position 
to overrun Bihac if they 
wanted to and that there 
would be no point in NATO 
air strikes. 

“It seems dear thev could 
occupy it if they decided to 
do that," Mr. Perry said in on 


NBCs Meet The Press prog- 
ramme. He said NATO was 


prepared to use air strikes if 
asked by the United Nations, 
but that “even if they would 
ask for air strikes, air strikes 
cannot determine the out- 
come of the ground combat." 


U.N. peacekeepers feared 
b unday that Serb forces 
would shut the only escape 
route from Bihac to trap Bos- 
nian government army troops 
they have vowed to destroy. 

The United Nations re- 
ported skirmishing during the 
night between Muslim-led 
Bosnian 5th Corps soldiers 
defending the U.N.- 
designated “safe area” in 
northwest Bosnia and Serbs 
almost encircling it with tanks 
and artillery. 

There was no immediate 
attempt by Bosnian Serb 
Jorces to push deeper into the 
haven, which comprises the 

A a " 


town and its outskirts, but a 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) source in 


Sarajevo said: 

“We think the Serbs will 
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Sarajevans run for their lives as sniping and anti-aircraft 
gun firing sla mme d into the Bosnian capital (AFP photo) 


try to close the gap to the 
north, certainly squeeze in 
closer if not close it 
altogether.** 

Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) 
commanders have left one 
exit road open to allow Mus- 
• Km civilians and refugees in 
Bihac a means to flee the 
fighting. 

If it is closed, the 300 to 
400 5th Corps soldiers left in 
Bihac will be at the mercy of 
BSA forces under orders 
from Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic to wipe 
them out. 

Gosure of the road would 
also prevent the evacuation 
of an estimated 60,000 non- 
combatants from the town, as 
demanded by Bosnian offi- 
cials. 

U.N. officials doubted in 
any case whether an opera- 
tion on such a scale was 
possible. 

u It would be extremely dif- 
ficult to implement,” one 
said. “Its very hard to see 
how they could be moved at 
this stage and even if they 
could, how could they be 
sheltered and fed else- 
where. *' 

Bihac is on the verge of 
becoming the first of the six 
U.N.-protected Muslim safe 
havens in Bosnia to fall to the 
Serbs. 

In eastern Bosnia, the BSA 
was content to surround Mus- 
lim settlements like Srebreni- 
ca, Gorazde and Zepa and 
leave the United Nations 
with the responsibility of 
feeding them. 

UNPROFOR Commander 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose said: “militari- 
ly speaking, its quite obvious 
to me that if the BSA wishes 
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Major set to win key Euro- vote 


LONDON (R) — Rebels 
from Britain’s ruling Con- 
servatives admitted defeat 
Sunday in a showdown with 
Prime Minister John Major 
over Europe and were 
warned it would be a “grave 
mistake” to challenge his 
leadership. 

Press, reports that dis- 
affected ex-rtnance Minister 
Norman Lament was ready 
to try to oust Mr. Major this 
week added to the woes of a 
deeply unpopular prime 
minister, but his cabinet col- 
leagues rallied round. 

“I’m quite sure there won’t 
be a challenge to the prime 
minister." Home Secretary 
(Interior Minister) Michael 
Howard told BBC Televi- 
sion. “It would be a grave 
mistake for anyone to play 
any panrn'such a venture." 

“I'm sure it’s obvious to 
(Lamont) he would cut an 
absolutely ridiculous figure if 
he did anything of the kind." 

But the Sunday Telegraph 
confidently led with a story 
that Mr. Lamont. sacked by 
Mr. Major IS months ago. 
would act as standard-bearer 
for “Euro-sceptic” Conserva- 
tive members of parliament 
bitter at strong-arm tactics 
used to blunt their rebellion. 

Mr. Major told the rebels 
last week that the govern- 
ment would resign and force 
an early general election if 
they helped to sink a key bill 


Monday that would increase 
British funding to the Euro- 
pean Union. The government 
has a slender 14-seat majority 
in parliament. 

The ultimatum, backed by 
the whole cabinet in a bid to 
convince the rebels they 
could not use the vote to 
replace Mr. Major, appears 
to have worked. 

“I don’t think there will be 
enough (of us) to make the 
government fall," outspoken 
Euro-rebel Bill Cash told 
BBC Television. 

“We'll get our majority 
tomorrow night," Mr. Ho- 
ward said. Cabinet colleague 
John Redwood, a rightwinger 
with anti-European sym- 
pathies, added: 

“The government will win. 
Conservative MPs (members 
of parliament) will not want 
to vote no in a confidence 
vote on their government. ” 

Conservative Party Chair- 
man Jeremy Hanley upped 
the stakes Saturday, warning 
rebels they faced being effec- 
tively shut out of the party in 
parliament — jeopardising 
their right to vote in a lead- 
ership challenge — if they 
wrecked the bill. 

Under party rules the re- 
bels have until Wednesday — 
the day after the govern- 
ment's annual budget is re- 
vealed — to co I leer 34 signa- 
tures to challenge Mr. Ma- 
jor's leadership. 


Rebel MP John Carlisle 
called publicly for a chal- 
lenge. 

“Many of us feel some- 
thing has to be done," he told 
GMTV television. “We can't 
have one of the greatest par- 
ties in the world staggering 
from one crisis to another." 

The Sunday Telegraph said 
a challenge by Mr. Lamont 
would be intended to pave 
the way for Trade Secretary 
Michael Heseltine to make a 
serious leadership bid. 

Mr. Major, who took over 
from “iron lady" Margaret 
Thatcher in just such a party 
coup in 1990, has often been 
criticised for weak lead- 
ership, and has been dogged 
by a series of sex and finan- 
cial scandals involving his col- 
leagues. 

After winning the last 
general election in 1992, he 
survived a critical test when 
he forced the ratification of 
the Maastricht Treaty on 
closer European ties last year 
despite Euro-sceptic revolt. 

He has three years before 
he must call another election. 

The Conservatives know 
that if the government fell 
now they would probably 
lose an election. Opinion 
polls give the main opposi- 
tion Labour Party until its 
young new leader Tony Blair 
a lead of more than 30 per- 
centage points. 
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Norway starts voting in 
cliffhanger EU referendum 


v. 


.V . 1 i OSLO (R) — Norwegians 
began voting Sunday on 
, : whether their country should 

join the European Union 
(EU) in a two-day referen- 
dum that has turned into a 
cliffhanger. 

Pollsters agreed the out- 
come was an open question 
because the “yes to EU" 
lobby has rallied in the last 
l* 1 *" week, undermining the com- 
ic fortable lead held for months 


■rCCC 


by the “no" camp 


“The race is not over, 
said Svein Loevaas of the 
polling group Scan-Fact. 

A sparsely populated Scan- 
dinavian country of 4.3 mil- 


In a final opinion institute 
poll for the daily Aftenposten 
Sunday, the “yes” lobby adv- 
anced 'two percentage points 
to 43 per cent and the "no” 
side slipped one point to 47. 
The undecided dropped one 
point to 10 per cent. 

An MMI poll commis- 
sioned by the daily Dagbladet 
showed that the “no” side 
had slipped two percentage 
points to 48 from Saturday 
while the “yes” lobby had 
increased three points to 41 
per cent. The “don’t knows” 
shrunk one point to 11 per. 
cent. 




to occupy areas within the 
Bihac U.N. -designated safe 
area they could do that. 

“I think there is fighting 
going on there right at the 
moment. Which way it goes 1 
really can’t predict.” 

NATO admitted that its 
warplanes were unable to 
help the town’s defence with 
air strikes because of the 
strength of surrounding BSA 
anti-aircraft missile systems. 

The U.N. Security Council 
demanded Saturday that the 
Serbs withdraw but the 
23,000-strong U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Bosnia 
and NATO have effectively 
been relegated to a helpless 
spectating role. 

Moscow signalled its mis- 
givings over the U.N. activi- 
ties as Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
pressed Serbia's leader Slo- 
bodan Milosevic to intervene 
with the Bosnian Serbs. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Mr. Kozyrev wrote to 
the U.N. secretary-general 
saying the world body's job 
was “not in 'forcing' the sides 
towards peace, and not in 
conducting war, but in back- 
ing a peaceful political settle- 
ment.” 

The Russian government is 
particularly opposed to the 
use of NATO air power after 
committing itself as the 
Serbs’ spokesman in interna- 
tional peace efforts. 

Although the centre of 


Bihac was quiet Sunday 
morning, U.N. spokesman 


Michael Williams said “the 
position is increasingly unten- 
able as (Serb attackers) tight- 
en their grip on the south and 
west of the city.” 

He quoted a U.N. report 
as saying: “All villages to the 
south have been overrun and 
burnt with a view to prevent- 
ing the return of their popula- 
tion. There are over 2,000 


Thousands 

march 


Bangladesh 


government 


DHAKA (R) — Nearly 
35,000 opposition activists,' 
many carrying clubs, mar- 
ched through the capitkl Sun- 
day, vowing to bring down 
the government and force 
fresh elections. 

“There will be no let-up in 
our campaign for fresh elec- 
tions under a neutral caretak- 
er government. The time for 
(Prime Minister) Begum 
Khaleda Zia is almost up.” 
main opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina told the mar- 
chers. 

“The government is afraid 
of a caretaker administration 
because that might expose its 
misdeeds,” she said. 

Opposition parties have 
threatened to quit parliament 
unless the government res- 
igns and calls early elections 
under a neutral, caretaker 
administration. 

The opposition has alleged 
corruption and voting fraud 
by the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
while the government accuses 
some opposition parties of 
trying to frustrate democracy 
through politics of strikes and 
destruction. 
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lion, Norway has a tradition 
of voting for two days in 
electing, but it is up to com- 


munities to decide for them- 
selves. 

The referendum is non- 
binding but the Labour Party 
minority government has said 
it will accept the outcome 
even if it is a “no”, but the 
anti-EU opposition has 
threatened to block ratifica- 
tion of a narrow “yes" vote in 
parliament 

Voting was taking place in 
22? of the country’s 435 com- 
munities from I p.m. to 6 
P-m. (noon to 1700 GMT). It 

* will spread to all communities 

Monday and the result will be 
■mown late on Monday or. if 
the race is very close, early 

Taesdav. 


Both polls showed a nearly 
identical ■ majority for EU 
opponents if the undecided 
were not taken into account. 

Pollsters believed turnout 
among the 3.2 million electo- 
rate would be high, probaba- 
lv between 80 and 85 per 
cent, and that the “yes” side 
would benefit most from a 
high turnout. . 

When Norway rejected 
membership of the then 
European Economic Com- 
munity by a 53^5-46.5 per 
cent margin in 1972, turnout 
was 79.1 per cent. 

“Several polls in the last 
few days have confirmed 
there is a certain movement 
among voters towards the 
-yes’ position,’* Aftenposten 

said. 



Doctors giving first aid to a man who was wounded by 
shrapnel from an anti-aircraft gun in Sarajevo. At least (me 


man was wounded as shooting forced pedestrians once again 
to run for their lives (AFP photo) 


patients in Bihac Hospital 
(which normally has beds for 
700).” 

The report said the BSA 
and its Serbs allies from the 
rebel Krajina enclave in 
neighbouring Croatia made 
“big advances up to and into 
the town” Saturday. 

The Croatian Serb involve- 
ment, which violated an in- 
ternational border and was 
specifically condemned by 
the Security Council, seemed 
to have grown, it added. 

The government’s 5th 
Corps said Sunday Serbs 
attacked Bihac with howit- 
zers, anti-aircraft cannon, 
mortars and tanks in heavy 
fighting just one kilometre 
from the overcrowded town 
hospital. 

Spokesman Sandi Zulic, 


speaking to Reuters in Zag- 
reb by telephone, said there 
was hand-to-hand fighting 
near the hospital. Defence 
lines were holding but there 
was heavy damage and 
casualties. 

"The heaviest of today's 
fighting is just under way ... 
their tanks are about one 
kilometre from the hospital, 
so the hospital is practically 
on the very first front line,” 
Mr. Zulic said. 

A U.N. relief worker who 
visited the hospital earlier 
Sunday confirmed that fight- 
ing was very close, perhaps 
even closer than one km to 
the “very exposed" building, 
with smoke drifting across 
the lines and loud explosions 
audible. 

Mr. Zulic said the defence 


lines did not move this morn- 
ing but “the destruction is 
terrible.” 

“Lots of people have fled 
into town ahead of the Serb 
troops. The heaviest attacks 
are coming from the south 
and south-west ... there is 
hand-to-hand fighting near 
the hospital.” 

Meanwhile, Serb forces 
took about 150 British and 
Dutch peacekeepers hostage 
in eastern Bosnia Saturday 
after having detained another 
250 U.N. soldiers around 
Sarajevo earlier in the week, 
the United Nations said Sun- 
day. 

“The Serbs blocked four 
UNPROFOR (U.N. Protec- 
tion Force) convoys that had 
received cleamaiE through 
their territory,” said Major 


Koos Sol, a U.N. spokesman 
in Sarajevo. “They're being 
detained or held hostage, if 
you will. We are in contact 
with Serb authorities trying 
to clarify the situation.” 

Maj. Sol said a convoy 
carrying 43 British soldiers 
out of Gorazde had been 
stopped in Serb-held Usripra- 
ca. A convoy of British milit- 
ary engineers headed into 
Gorazde is being held by 
Serbs in Rogatica. 

Two Dutch convoys were 
also involved. One, carrying 
70 Duch troops out of the 1 
government enclave of Sreb-' 
renica on route to the Croa- 
tian capital Bosnia and Zag- 
reb. “We don't know where 
they are and they have drop-- 
ped out of communication,” 
said Maj. Sol. 


Berlusconi seeks vital deals in fight to survive 


ROME (Agencies) — Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni. battling to hold on to 
power despite a corruption 
inquiry, will seek to cut cru- 
cial deals with coalition part- 
ners and trades unions in the 
next few days. 

The billionaire business- 
man won some valuable brea- 
thing space over the weekend 
whe n. . his q uestiqpip g 
Milan magistrates' over cor- 
ruption allegations was post- 
poned. 


The session did not take 
place because Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's lawyer Giuseppe De 
Luca was unwell. A new date 
has not been fixed but news- 
papers said Mr. Berlusconi 
could meet the magistrates as 
early as Monday. 

Mr. Berlusconi, elected in 
March on promises to clean 
up politics, was left reeling 
last Tuesday when investiga- 
tors said he was under inquiry 
over bribes his Fininvest busi- 
ness empire is alleged to have 
paid tax inspectors. 


The inquiry left the media 
magnate battling for his poli- 
tical life. He has denied any 
wrongdoing and embarked 
on what one newspaper has 
termed a “smile offensive" to 
win over the hearts and 
minds of ordinary Italians. 

The tactic seems to be 
paying dividends with a 
weekend poll showing that 64 
per cent of Italians believed 


that the Berlusconi govern- 
ment should stay on. 

Some 1,000 Berlusconi 
backers staged a march in the 
northern Italian city of Turin 
Sunday, collecting signatures 
pledging solidarity with the 
prime minister. 

More than 300 Berlusconi 
loyalists demonstrated Satur-: 
day \ outside the ■ offices ■ -of 
Milan's “manrpulite”. (clean 
hands) elite pool of prosecu- 
tors. 

The prime minister must 
now win the backing of coali- 
tion partners at a crucial 
cabinet session Tuesday and 
then seek a compromise with 
unions Wednesday to avert 
an eight-hour general strike 
planned for Dec. 2. 

Mr. Berlusconi plans to use 
Tuesday's cabinet meeting to 
try to rally his shaky six- 
month-old coalition — and 
primarily the combative 
Northern League party — 
around a programme for gov- 
ernment over the coming 
months. 

The League is expected to 
give Mr. Berlusconi only con- 
ditional backing and agree to 
support him until the un- 
popular 1995 budget is 
approved by parliament. It is 
then expected to seek a thor- 
ough review of the alliance. 

Parliament must by law 
approve the budget for next 
year by Dec. 31. 1994. 

“We have to see if this 
government can do more and 


do better. This is the sense of 
the review we have requested 
once the budget is 
approved." the League’s In- 
terior Minister Roberto 
Maroni told weekly maga/i*'. 
II Mondo Economico. 

Northern League leader 
Utnberto.Bpssi.met President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro Satur- 
day - and was reported' to have 
agreed ro continue to back 
the government until the 
budget was approved. 

Mr. Berlusconi's aides say 
the meeting with unions 
Wednesday should yield a 
compromise deal on the 
budget to prevent Friday's 
general strike. 

Success at the meeting 
could smooth the budget's 
passage through the Senate 
(upper house), where the 
government is short of an 
absolute majority. 

Mr. Berlusconi, weakened 
by the coiruption-'inquity. 
last week sought to reach an 
accord with the unions which 
would strip contentious pen- 
sions reform out of the 
budget bill. 

Treasury Minister Lamber- 
to Dini, in an interview with 
daily La Stampa published 
Sunday, confirmed the gov- 
ernment was willing to com- 
promise but stressed it would 
stick to its target of cutting 
the state deficit" by S30 billion 


next year. 


Continuing political tur- 


moil and fears the budget 
could be watered down drove' 
the Italian lira to record his-' 
torical lows against the Ger- 
man mark Friday and the 
government will have an an- 
xious eye on the financial 
markets this week. 

"Of course I'm worried be- 
cause 1 think that the ex- 
change rate is unjustified 
from an econbmic point of 
view but largely reflects un- 
certainties about the future,” 
Mr. Dini said. 

Meanwhile, the leader of - 
Italy's opposition Popular 
Party said Sunday his PPI 
could one day merge with the 
rujing Forza Italy of Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi to 
form a large secular party. 

Rocco Buttiglione, the* 
national secretary of the cen- 
trist party which has given 
former Christian Democrats 
a new political home, was 
reacting in the dailies Cor- 
riere Della Sera and Repub- 
blica to reports that he had 
met Saturday with Forza Ita- 
lia spokesman Antonio Ta- 
jani. 

The talks with Mr. Tajani 
focused on a hypothetical fu- 
ture merger with Forza Italia 
in a large secular party and 
possible alliances between 
the PPI, Forza Italia and the 
federalist Northern League, a 
member of Mr. Berlusconi's 
rightist government, in re- 
gional elections early next 
year, Mr. Buttiglione said. 
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Clash without cause 


LEBANESE PRESIDENT Elias Hrawi has a 
1 right to warn the Palestinian factions at ’Ain 
A1 Hilweh refugee camp to stop their interne- 
cine fi ghting or face an immediate interven- 
tion by the Lebanese army. The Palestinian 
refugees that make Lebanon their temporary 
home till their plight is resolved must not 
i abuse the hospitality of the Arab host conn- 
! try by threatening once again its security and 
1 stability, especially when there is no reason 
to fight in the first place. The affected 
sprawling refugees camp houses about 
60,000 Palestinians on the outskirts of Sidon, 
a major Lebanese city only 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut. It does not take much 
imaginati on to realise that the infighting at 
’Ain A1 Hilweh shantytown could spill over 
to other parts of the country unless checked 
and checked effectively and quickly. 

Lebanon has been nursing a return to 
normality after more than 15 years of blood- 
shed in which various Pales tinian militant 
groups also took an active part at one stage 
or another. The country can ill-afford a 
return to the days of armed conflict and 
destruction. Granted the cause of the recent 
eruption of bloody dashes between PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat loyalists and his 
rfees is attributed *© the- peaee~process -be- 
tween the FLO and -Israel. We -have seen a 
simila r outburst of violence in Gaza City only 
two weeks ago that took the lives of scores of 
Pales tinians and injured hundreds. The 
death toll from the ’Ain A1 Hilweh fighting is 
estimated to have reached more than ten 
with tens of others gravely injured. With the 
Palestinian people deeply divided over the 
Oslo and Cairo accords struck between 
Arafat’s Fateh group and Israel, the recurr- 
ence of violence between the opposing fac- 
tions would continue to haunt not only the 
autonomous Palestinian areas but also the 
neighbouring Arab countries that still play 
host to hundreds of thousands of Palestinian 




The Lebanese warning on the recent 
clashes is therefore a timely word of caution 
tha t should spur the Palestinians to settle 
their differences by democratic means no 
matter where they are. Otherwise the 
Palestinian people would continue to be an 
easy prey for their enemies and subject to 
mani pulation when they least need it. 




NOW THAT the Arab Gulf states are ready for reconcilia- 
tion with Jordan, after the end of the storm raised over the 
Gulf crisis, the time has come for the Jordanian govern- 
ment to demand that the rights of the Jordanian citizens 
who have lost their property in Kuwait be restored, said 
Mohammad Kawasb, a columnist in A1 Dnstonr Sunday. A 
great deal has been said about the compensation for the 
returning expatriates but nothing has been said about those 
Jordanians who lost everything and all their savings that 
were invested in private businesses, noted the writer. He 
said that these people arc not allowed to go back to Kuwait 
to claim their property and their rights, neither are they 
backed by the Jordanian government’s efforts to help them 
re-pin their lawful rights. The only fault they had for 
losing their property was that they were not Kuwaitis but 
holders of Jordanian passports, added the writer, He said 
that the government ought to defend the expatriates' bid as 
they had never been involved in any political activity 
against the Kuwaiti government. 


ARAFAT HUAZI, a columnist in Sawt A1 daily 
said that it has been customary for the Zionists to launch 
repeated campaigns against Islam and Muslims. amicmB 
Jbem of being terrorists, so that the Western natk^^S 
give Israel more backing in its drive to consolidate its 
occupation of Palestine. The writer said that Israel has 
lately been trying to link resistance activity conducted by 
Hamas to Iran, accusing Tehran of encouraging and 
helping the Islamists, a ploy intended to win Western 
support against Muslims because Western nations are 
oriented against the Iranian regime. The Israelis are also 
trying to cover up for their atrocities in the West Bank and 
Gaza Snip, particularly for their usurpation of the holy 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron where settlers m a s s acred 
scores of Arabs and continue to do so, said the writer. He 
said the rulers i of occupied Hebron at present are groups of 
Jewish terrorist settlers roaming the streets and killing 
children in cold blood. It is these Jewish settlers and the 
Zio nist lea ders who encourage their actions that are the 
real terrorists who commit crime against humanity, said the 


Human Rights Rle 


By Dr. Waited Sa’adi 


Peace treaty, potential GATT membership 
bode well for human rights in Jordan 


AS I see it, the ratification of the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty and die application for membership in the General 
Agreement on Trade and Tanifs (GATT) bode well for 
human rights in Jordan. The first sign of this positive 
development at the Israeli-Jordanian level is the beginning 
of commercial dealings between the two countries, which 
stands to improve the lot for Jordanians not only in terms 
of revenues but also enhancing the quality of the food we 
eat 

The first shipment of tomatoes to Israel was tested very 
carefully by Israel for not only outward appearance but also 
* for the amounts of pesticide and insecticide residues. That 
means that Jordanian farmers would now have an added 
incentive to dean up their agricultural productions if they 
expect to export their produce to neighbouring Israel. The 
country’s agricultural production has been cursed by 
governmental lack of adequate supervirion of health 
factors and at the end, the “right to life” of Jordanians has 
suffered dearly. According to persistent medical reports, 
there is an upsurge in cancer cases in the Kingdom due to 
environmental considerations, on top of which there is 
contaminated foodstuff, especially agricultural produce 
grown locally. Now this state of amirs is poised to change 
as a first tangible dividend of the peace process. One can be 
sure that the Israeli authorities will be a bit more diligent 
than our authorities when it comes to safeguarding die 
health of their people and would not allow in foodstuff, 
even from ‘friendly” Jordan, without proper screening. 
This is very good news for Jordanians who had to endure 
much and eat their country's vegetables and fruits without 
sufficient testing for carcinogenic elements till this point in 
time. I suspect that this unfortunate situation ill soon 
change to the better, thanks to trade and commerce with 


Israel. 

All of ns who are still uneasy with the peace treaty with 
Israel must at least rejoice that peace with Israel has a 
clearcnt human rights dividend since the vegetables and 
fruits that we will be eating henceforth will be much safer 
for our health and the health of our families. 

There is also another big bonus for human rights in 
Jordan when the Kingdom becomes a state party to GATT. 
One of the basic tenets of this global accord is to lower 
customs duties to a bare minimum. This means that 
Jordanians will now have the opportunity to purchase 
improved, locally-manufactured products at lower prices 
since competion from outside can be expected to improve 
their quauty and safety standards. 

It has been proven time and again that only competition 
is the route for improved production and as long as our 
infant industries are protected by high customs, they will 
continue to be lax in safety standards and quality control. 
In other words, here and again we see the promotion and 
protection of human rights of Jordanians assured by 
economic factors, thanks to GATT and its principles. Of 
course, the ad Irteram application of GATT’s guidelines 
would precipitate economic hardships for some of our 
industries and even cause casualties among their rank. But 
this is a small price to pay in the long run, especially if we 
all regard human rights as a national cause to be attained 
even if there is a price tag to it. 

As a champion of human rights at the international level 
I am more than happy to see us signing and ratifying the 
peace treaty with Israel and striving dehgently to become a 
faithful member of GATT, for at least the above- 
mentioned reasons. 


Why knock conciliation 
if it happens to work? 


By William Raspberry 

WASHINGTON — Some 
people used to argue that the 
best hope for saving the 
world was to get more 
women into positions of poli- 
tical power. The thought was 
, that women, being naturally 
inclined to cooperation and 
peacemaking, would be less 
likely than men to lead us 
needlessly into war. 

I have not heard the argu- 
ment recently. Maybe that is 
because war seems a less 
planet- threatening prospect 
since the demise of the Soviet 
JJLoiao... Maybe it is. because 
the women who did .rise, tft, , 
politick! pOWer — Kndirff 1 
Gandhi, Gotda Meir. Mar- 
garet Thatcher — were not 
noticeably less bellicose than 
the men who preceded and 
followed them. Or maybe it is 
that women have started 
acting more like men — or, at 
any rate, think they should. 

You will remember the old 
argument. Little girls 
(perhaps harking back to the 
days when women were 
keepers of home and hearth) 
play open-ended, coopera- 
tive games. Boys (responding 
to the hunter's necessity to 
capture and kill?) play games 
with clear-cut winners and 
losers. 

Our of this combination of 
nature and nurture, the argu- 
ment went, came coopera- 
tive. nurturing women and 
competitive, macho men. 

This sexual division, of 
course, was never absolute._ 
Both man and woman habour 
competitive as well as coop- 
erative urges. But it may be 
fair to say that the culture 
that has always urged men 
towards the aggressive side is 


now doing the same with 
women. Cooperation and 
compromise have come to be 
seen as weakness, in women 
as in men. 

The women who command 
respect in the United States 
these days are the tough- 
talking take-no-prisoners 
types: Patricia Ireland, Phyl- 
lis Schlafly. Maxine Waters 
or Ann Richards. 

Are we Americans better 
off for this culture shift? I 
don't think so. 


my Carter that had the effect 
of making the invasion un- 
necessary. 

To many Americans. Mr. 
Carter’s conciliatory 
approach seemed weak. Not 
only did he refrain from 
branding Lieutenant General 
Raoul Cedras and his col- 
leagues 'as thugs and savages, 
he expressed his unhappi- 
ness. even shame, over 
aspects of United States poli- 
cy. It was not what you might 


“Instead of temptingwomen and girls 

way afde^pig^ mg' need 
'■ id tf&ch 'men 'and boys ijhejtisefulness 
of cooperation and compromise. Our 
tendency towards needless warfare, 
ineffectual and dangerous as foreign 
policy, is disastrous on the domestic 
front 99 


Look at Haiti: Its political 
situation is relatively stable, 
its people are reasonably 
hopeful, its elected president 
is back in power, and Amer- 
ica’s problem with Haitian 
refugees is on the way to 
resolution. None of this 
means That democracy has 
been “restored” in that long- 
suffering place, but it does 
mean that Haiti now has a 
chance at political and econo- 
mic salvation. 

And how did that chance 
come about? Partly, no 
doubt, as a result of President 
Bill Clinton's threat to launch 
a military invasion, but also 
as a result of the negotiations 
led by former President Jim- 


call a macho performance, 
but the resulr was the exodus 
of Haiti's dictators and the 
return of its duly elected 
president, without wide- 
spread bloodshed and with- 
out putting American troops 
in the role of a despised 
occupying army. 

Who won? Who cares? Mr. 
Carter played the game the 
way we used to think a 
woman might: Without the 
necessity of clear-cut winners 
and losers. 

His (so far) successful 
approach stands out in my 
mind because it is so rare. 
The tendency these days is to 


define the problem in terms 
of an enemy and then to drive 
the enemy to the wail. Too 
many of us are busying 
ourselves searching out and 
identifying enemies to be 
brought down. 

On television — our 
present-day marketplace of 
ideas — political or ideologic- 
al opponents are more con- 
cerned to defeat one another, 
to believe that the rules re- 
quire them to try to defeat 
one another, than to seek 
points of agreement that 
could move the society for- 
ward. 

s — ■ ■ ■ * 

This* ‘little "boys.’ way '-ot 
playing seems .to ; have ‘ be- 
, e'iJme‘ s ' everybody's way of : 
playing. Indeed, it seems the 
reasonable way to play the 
game — until it dawns on you 
that it doesn't work. The 
' people who are open to coop- 
eration and community build- 
ing are the ones who create 
positive change. We keep 
scouring the terrain for ene- 
mies. when what we need is 
to remind ourselves, as some- 
one wittier than I put it, that 
the problem is the problem. 

Instead of tempting women . 
and girls to the macho way of 
dealing, we need to teach 
men and boys the usefulness 
of cooperation and com- 
promise. Our tendency to- 
wards needless warfare, in- 
effectual and dangerous as 
foreign policy, is disastrous 
on the domestic front. It 
thwarts the best efforts of 
those who would try to move 
us towards community. Isn’t 
it time to try a different 
game? 


The Washington Post 


Idols fall as Israel 
seeks its identity 


By Andy Goldberg 


Even Isreael’s “Joan of 

Arc." as the country's best- 
known heroine is known, 
cannot escape as a wave of 
revisionism forces this coun- 
try to reconsider its heroic 
self-image. 

Those responsible are the 
“new historians.” Their argu- 
ments lie behind a television 
drama offering a shocking 
new interpretation of an epi- 
sode of the World War II 
enshrined in the national con- 
sciousness. The textbook ver- 
sion says that Hannah 
Senesh, a poet who para- 
chuted into Nazi-occupied 
Hungary to rescue Jews but 
was captured by the Ger- 
mans, kept silent under tor- 
ture before being killed. The 
programme, however, alleges 
she revealed her comrades' 
names. 

The offending lines were 
removed before the program- 
me was screened, but not 
before the press found out. 
The result was more soul- 
searching over official his- 
tory, myih and reality. 

Beliefs at the heart of 
Israel’s identity .are for the 
first time being questioned. 


Even David Ben-Gurion, the 
country’s founding father 
once viewed as a demi-God, 
is being described as a wily 
political operator who turned 
a blind eye to Israeli atroci- 
ties and encouraged deporta- 
tions of Palestinians. The 
“reprisal raids” he ordered 
into Arab territory were 
often justified, the latest 
accounts say, and scuppered 
chances for peace with mod- 
erate Arab politicians. 

“What we learned in the 
past was lies, half-truths and 
omissions,” said Benny Mor- 
ris, a leading “historian.” 
“All our history was in fact 
propaganda.” 

Mr. Morris and others 
have exploded the popular 
portrayal of Israel as a dove 
surrounded by hawks. Using 
defence ministry documents, 
they show that Israeli leaders 
often rejected peace over- 
tures. Tiiey chronicle mas- 
sacres. and show that Arab 
villagers suffered countless 
acts of looting and rape by 
Israeli forces. 

Paradoxically, right-wing 
politicians sometimes 
embrace the new historiogra- 
phy. arguing that the tough 
measures practised in the 


past constitute the true Zion- 
ism, now diluted by bleeding- 
heart leaders who have 
strayed from the path set by 

Ben-Gurion. 

Revisionism is traumatic 
for a society brought up to 
believe in the purity of its 
origins. Many are outraged: 
“If the rising tide of self- 
doubt does not die down, we 
shall lack the conviction to 
resist dangers to our very 
existence," said Aharon 
Megged, the novelist. 

Elements of revisionism are 
creeing into the textbooks, 
and are credited with chang- 
ing Israel's perceptions of 
Palestinians and Arabs. The 
shift from baming enmity to 
grading conciliation was vital 
in forging the recent break- 
through in the peace process. 

Even the Holocaust is 
being reassessed, as experts 
demy the politicisation of the 
Jewish people's greatest 
tragedy. A recent book by 
Tom Segev, a columnist, 
criticised the Holocaust les- 
son drummed into Israeli 
youth — the need for a strong 
Israel to fight an anti-Semitic 
world. 

“The Holocaust should be 
used for humanistic, not 


nationalist lessons — to teach 
us to fight for democracy, 
protect human rights, resist 
racism, and if you are a sol- 
dier, to resist illegal orders,” 
he said. 

% 

The new -thinking extends 
into every sphere. Ora 
Namir, the welfare minister, 
recently questioned Israel’s 
duty to provide shelter to 
every Jew, when so many 
came to Israel merely to milk 
the country’s social benefits. 
This appeared to question 
Israel’s very raison d’etre as 
an open baven for all Jews in 
the worid. 

Even the holiest of totems, 
the army, is being affected by 
new thinking. Formerly, re- 
ports of its lack of discipline, 
chaotic sturcture and feral 
training accidents would have 
remained firmly shut in the 
censor’s drawer. Now they 
are discussed openly. 

“When I joined the unit I 
was told to make sacrifices 
for the nation,” said a recent- 
ly demobbed soldier. “By the 
time I left the message was 
different: make the effort for 
your personal development.” 

The Sunday Times. 



The ebbing powers ' 
of a great power 


By G.H. Jansen 


THE THIRD World can 
have (or can at least consider 
heaving) a collective sigh of 
re Lief -because the spectre of 
the one world power, the 
U.S.. which seemed to loom 
over them as recently as a 
year ago, is dissipating if not 
quite “like snow upon the 
desert's face,” then like mist . 
on a sunny morning. And 
that because there have been 
all too many examples in the 
recent past where the U.S. 
wanted some country, even a 
small, weak country, to do 
something and that country 
has told the U.S. to “get 
lost,” or words to that effect, 
and the small coumry has not 
•been demolished by a Jovian 
thunderbolt. 

In these cases of successful 
defiance it is not that the 
U.S. no longer has the ability 
to deliver Jovian thunder- 
bolts, because it has them 
and is constantly improving 
its ability., to de liver m ore 
devastating blows more 
accurately and from greater 
distances, but the one world 
power seems to have lost the 
will to be assertive and/or 
punitive. In the present case 
involving the U.S., the truth 
of the Napoleonic dictum, 
which cannot be repeated too 
often — that in war the spir- 
itual is to the : material as 
three- -to oni — ■ is' being 
proven Oiide again'.'- ~ J ' ~ 

■ The'UiS? rernffiVs a great 
power but lacks the heart, the 
will, the guts to behave like a 
great power: As when Somali 
tribesmen ran the Americans 
out of their country or as 
when a small band of Haitian - 
ragamuffins saw off an Amer- 
ican man-of-war in the har- 
bour of Port-au-Prince. They 
were passing incidents which 
did not attract much atten- 
ti on. But much noticed and 
reported around the world 
was the still more recent re- 
fusal of-Thailand, an notor- 
iously corrupt and even more 
notoriously subservient coun- 
try, to allow the U.S. to 
pre-position arms and equip- 
ment on Thai territory but 
rather on off-shore navy ships in 

the Gulf of Thailand. If the 
Thais can say “no" to the 
U.S., then everyone can say 
“no." 

The Thais used the well- 
worn excuse that if they said 
“yes” it would be their neigh- 
bours who might object even 
though there was only one 
such neighbour — the ob- 
streperous Mahatir Moham- 
mad of Malaysia, who seems 
to enjoy cocking a snook at 
all and sundry. 

Arguing with the Thais to 
try and get them to change 
their mind, with no success, 
the U.S. said the same would 
not necessarily be good in 
central Asia but in other 
parts of the world, like the 
Middle East. Which is an odd 
reason because only after the 
recent Iraq scare in Kuwait 
the Gulf states such as a 
thoroughly frightened 
Kuwait and Qatar and the 
UAE finally agreed to allow 
U.S. prepositioning of a bri- 
gade each on their territory. 
But perhaps because the U.S. 
feels that the volatile Arabs 
are unreliable and could 
change position overnight — 
which is a fact — Washington 
would like to have other 
bases elsewhere but not too 
far away. But the centrepiece 
of the Gulf. Saudi Arabia, 
cannot yet approve of a U.S. 
presence because of the 
growing strength of an Islam- 
ist opposition, which counts 
for more with the Saudi gov- 
ernment than the approval or 
disapproval of the U.S. 

Thailand is not the only 
comipt; subservient South- 
east Asian country to say 
"no” to Unde Sam. The Phi- 
lippines have refused to ex- 
tend the lease on the very 
large air and naval American 
bases on its territory, which 
had been there for decades, 
and this could be one reason 
why the U.S. tried asking 
Thailand only for off-shore 
basing. 

And it is not only by 


friends, and not only on 
bases, that the U.S. has been 
rebuffed. North Korea re- 
fused to be bullied into allow- 
ing inspection of its nuclear 
facilities, and stood out so 
stoutly that when it did par- 
tially yield, it was able to 
strike a hard bargain so that 
the U.S. donated two late- 
model reactors to the recal- 
ritrant. 

Pakistan, of course, has for 
many years refused to fall in 
with American wishes on its 
nuclear programme. So has 
India. 

But these last- mentioned 
refusals were made before 
the end of the cold war and 
were then much easier to 
make because the USSR was 
then available as a possible 
counterweight. Saying “no” 
now to the U.S. requires 
much more courage and yet 
even countries like Thailand 
have said '"no” and have got 
away with it. 

How come? Perhaps be- 
cause of the general belief 
that the U.S. is not willing or 
able to take punitive action 
against friendly countries like 
Thailand, the Philippines, 
Pakistan or India. 

“In these cases of 
successful defiance it 

^‘Js noi that the ZJJS. 
Jlno longer, has .the 
ability to deliver Jo- 
vian thunderbolts, 
because it has them 
and is constantly im- 
proving its ability to 
deliver more devas- 
tating blows more 
accurately and from 
greater distances...” 

■ 

Of course, the U.S. has 
taken punitive action (on a 
small scale and ineffectually) 
against Libya and (on a large 
scale and quite effectively in 
terms of destruction) against 
Iraq. But then the Libyans 
and Iraqis are Muslim Arabs 
and, what is worse, are ene- 
mies of Israel, the strategic 
ally and spoiled child of the 
U.S. which through the 
American Zionist lobby can 
powerfully influence the 
U.S. Thedia and Congress. 
“Arab-bashing” or “Muslim- 
bashing” can always be made 
popular in the U.S. because 
Arabs and Muslims have 
been demonised by the U.S. 
media white “lndia-bashing” 
would be very difficult and 
even impossible because it 
has not yet been demonised 
by the U.S. media. 

Even though the Islamic ; 
Republic of Iran has been a ' 
persistent no-sayer its mullah 
regime has not vet been com- 
pletely demonised though it is 
open to quick and easy de- 
monisation at any time. 

It has now become even 
easier for other states to say 
no to the U.S. because the 
new Republican Party — 
dominated Congress is isola- 
tionist and does not ivanf the 
U.S. to be the “one world 
power.” For the next two 
years, at least, the rest of the 
woTld will have to deal with a 
U.S. led, more or less, by a 
nice, decent, liberal wimpish 
president and a hapless 
secretary of state with a firm- 
willed. totally isolationist Jes- 
se Helms breathing down the 
back of their necks from the 
Senate. 

So Third World countries 
today will not even need to 
say “Yankee go home” be- 
cause that is what the Yank- 
ees will be doing on their own 
anyway, whether it is in the : 
American national interest to 
do so or not. And they can 
say it v^tbout worrying about 
whether they will need U.S. 
protection ‘from aqy other 
threat, now that the big 
threat of the USSR has dis- 
appeared. It would be an 
interesting exercise fo work 
out which countries in die 
world today need protection - 
and against whom and what. 
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FREE ; wearing short pants in down- after an advertisement in a local newspaper 

town Kiel ora\e & wind and miserable and shop worker’s placard (right) promising 
weather as they stand in a queue outside a “Whoever comes with no trousers, gets a pair 
clothing shop. The stoppers stormed the shop tor free” (AFP photo) 

Jordan, Israel announce full ties 


(Contained from page 1) 

sador, a charge d’affaires, a 
press relations officer and 
spokesman, a consul, a com- 
mercial attache and an agri- 
cultural attache who would 
also handle questions related 
to water snaring, Age nee 
France Presse reported from 
occupied Jerusalem. The di- 
plomats will be supported by 
administrative staff. 

In addition to agreeing to 
Dopuniag Jordanian territory 
Kins -Mcupied since 1948, 
Israel has also accepted the 
Kingdom's water rights, and 
arrangements that have to be 
made to set up the infrastruc- 
ture (dams and a purification 
plant) to divert water to the 


Kingdom. 

The peace treatry calls for 
the establishment of full di- 
plomatic relations at ambas- 
sadorial level in one month 
after the exchange of the 
documents of ratification of 
the peace treaty. 

King Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin exchanged the docu- 
ments of ratification of the 
treaty on Nov. 10 during the 
first visit the King paid to 
Israel. 

The two governments are 
expected to send formal 
nominations of ambassadors 
to each other in the next 48 
hours. A group of Jordanian 
schoolchildren would go to 
Israel on Monday to attend 
celebrations in Haifa, becom- 


Israel may discuss status 


(Ccnthwed from page 1) 

■ 

a brainstorming session. 

Six months of autonomy in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
has shown both sides that 
leaving a complicated web of 
overlapping responsibility be- 
tween Palestinian police, the 
Israeli army and settlers is an 
explosive mix. 

vyith just 16 settlements 
and' 4,000 settlers, the 
arrangements in the Gaza 
Strip appear relatively simple 
when compared to over 
120.000 settlers in 128 towns 
living among over 1.2 million 
Palestinians on the West Bank, 
creating the bypass roads 
alone would likely take both 
months of negotiations and 
even more time to carry out 
at considerable expense. 

But there is a growing feel- 
ing on both sides that they 
are in a race against time. 
Palestinians are disenchanted 
with the lack of change in 
their lives. whereas Israelis are 
questioning whether the 
mounting toll is worth giving 
up land that makes them feel 
secure. 

Mr. Arafat has complained 
that the peace process was 
unfolding “very slowly'* be- 
cause of delays in extending 
autonomy to the West Bank 


and holding Palestinian elec- 
tions “whose date is not yet 
known.” 

Leading PLO negotiator 
Saeb Erakat said the Israelis 
“want to create obstacles to 
the holding of elections be- 
cause they don't want an 
accord.” 

The Palestinians will be 
lobbying the international 
community ' in Brussels ..pn 
Tuesday and Wednesday to 
fulfill pledges to: proride aid 
for the self-rule territories. 
Mr. Arafat is expected to 
take part in a meeting of the 
ad hoc group of donor coun- 
tries. 

“We hope the donors will 
be aware of the danger of this 
phase.” said Mr. Kanafani. 


’Ain A1 Hilweh 

(Continued from page 1) 

evening that Lebanese army 
troops, who had deployed at 
the six entrances to the camp, 
were preparing to intervene. 

There are some 400,000 
Palestinians in Lebanon most 
of whom live in 12 refugee 
camps scattered around the 
country. They were control- 
led by PLO until its eviction 
in the 1992 Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. 


ing the first group of Jorda- 
nians to formally enter Israel 
since Nov. 13, when the two 
countries opened the way for 
visits, Reuters quoted border 
officials as saying. 

Reports from Israel said 
that candidates under consid- 
eration by the Israeli govern- 
ment as its ambassador to 
Jordan included career diplo- 
mat Eitan Ben Tznr (said to 
be favoured by Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres), 
foreign ministry deputy direc- 
tor Yossi Gal, who served as 
Dr. Muasher's counterpart 
during the peace negotia- 
tions, and Ephraim Halevy, 
deputy head of the Israeli 
secret service Mossad, who is 
reportedly favoured by Prime 
Minister Rabin. 


Hamas 

(Continued from page 1) 

police reacted swiftly by de- 
taining Hamas activists, at 
least -temporarily. 

At present, four Hamas 
activists remain in Palestinian 
jails, down from scores held 
in October after the group 
kidnapped an Israeli soldier. 

“If the Palestinian Author- 
ity succeeds in dismantling 
the settlements through 
peaceful means,, .fine,” Mr. 
Fahiji said.’ 

“But, if they fail the only 
alternative will be the armed 
method,” he said while spe- 
cifying “Hamas was not 
promising an end to its 
attacks, but calls on the au- 
thority to dismantle the set- 
tlements.” 

Mr. Arafat's troubles with 
the group exploded on Nov. 
18 when Palestinian police 
clashed with Hamas suppor- 
ters in Gaza City. 

Arab- Israelis who acted as 
mediators later succeeded in 
negotiating a truce between 
the PNA and Hamas, which 
endured the rally. 

“We’re very pleased with 
it,” said Marwan Kanafani, 
Mr. Arafat’s spokesman. 
“Everybody who participated 
acted very responsibly. 

“The idea was to have law 
and order, we did not want to 
provoke anyone,” he said. 
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Corruption allegation latest woe for Berlusconi 


By Keith Weir 

Reuter 

ROME — Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
swept to power in the warmth 
of last spring, is facing a 
bleak autumn battle for sur- 
vival. 

Those sunny March days 
when the media magnate 
made a triumphant entry into 
politics are but a distance 
memory as be stumbles from 
crisis to crisis in the Novem- 
ber gloom. 

This has not been a good 
week for Mr. Berlusconi. 

His Forza Italia party ham- 
mered in weekend local polls, 
the prime minister awoke on 
Tuesday to find the res- 
pected Corriere della Sera 
newspaper reporting that 
Milan magistrates bad taken 
the first steps in a possible 
corruption probe against 
him. 

To increase his embarrass- 
ment, the report coincided 
with the prime minister host- 
ing a United Nations confer- 
ence on international crime 
in the southern Italian city of 


Naples. 

“I am serene because, as I 
have said many times in the 
past, I am absolutely sure I 
have not committed any off- 
ence," Mr. Berlusconi told 
reporters in Naples. 

__ He has other problems to 
disturb his peace of mind. 

Fate dealt the embattled 
prime minister a further blow 
in the form of floods two 
weeks ago m northern Italy in 
which at least 64 people died. 
The authorities have come 
under fire for their alleged 
slow response as the tragedy 
unfolded. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Italians have taken to the 
streets to protest against a 

g overnment austerity budget 
nat aims to slash the hn^e 
state deficit by S30 billion in 
1995. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament approved the budget 
on Monday but it now faces 
possible ambush in the senate 
(upper house) where the gov- 
ernment does not bave an 
absolute majority. 

Mr. Berlusconi bas staked 
much of his credibility with 



Silvio Berlusconi 

financial markets bn getting 
the budget through parlia- 
ment unscathed by its Dec. 
31 deadline. 

In such circumstances he 
needs all the friends be can 
’get but his coalition, in which 
the federalist Northern 
League and hard-right 
National Alliance are Forza 
Italia's main partners, is riven 
by infighting. 

Northern League leader 
Umberto Bossi has been such 
a persistent Berlusconi critic 
that some have dubbed bhn 


“the leader of the opposi- 
tion.” 

National Alliance leader 
Gianfranco Fini has been 
loyalty personified but his 
assured performances have 
marked him out as a potential 
rival. 

Sunday's local polls, in 
which 2.6 million Italians 
voted, saw support for Forza 
Italia collapse to below 10 per 
cent while the National 
Alliance rose and support for 
the league held up. 

Mr. Berlusconi discounted 
the outcome but commenta- 
tors said it limited his margin 
for manoeuvre in dealing 
with his partners. 

“If the electors... reflect 
the national mood, Berlusco- 
ni cannot do without Bossi 
in the north and is dancing to 
Fini’s tune in the south.” the 
daily La Repubblica wrote. 

Mr. Berlusconi, 58, swept 
to power in general elections 
last March just two months 
after entering politics. 

In the previous decade the 
ever-smiling billionaire had 
earned fame for building his 
Fmmvest company into a 57 


billion a year empire span- 
ning television to supermar- 
kets. 

His image as a winner at 
home and abroad was con- 
firmed by his ownership of 
the AC Milan soccer club, 
current European and Ita- 
lian champions. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who took 
office in May, has come 
under fire from the opposi- 
tion for his alleged attempts 
to control the media and for 
ongoing rows with popular 
anti-graft magistrates. But 
the budget is the issue which 
has most upset ordinary peo- 
ple. 

The prime minister prom- 
ised to create a million jobs 
as he campaigned for general 
elections with a “feel good” 
message which had Italians 
dreaming of a new economic 
mirade. 

They have woken up to 
find Mr. Berlusconi, fighting 
to rein in runaway budget 
defidts inherited from past 
governments, taking the 
knife to one of the world's 
most generous pension sys- 
tems. 


Former invaders may turn peacekeepers in Angola 


By David Tucker 
Renter 

JOHANNESBURG — More 
than four years after South 
Africa withdrew its last 
troops from Angola, the Un- 
ited Nations wants them back 
— as peacekeepers rather 
than invaders. 

Black-ruled South Africa 
has problems of its own and is 
reluctant to get deeply mired 
in peacekeeping operations 
that will inevitably lead to 
casualties, political and milit- 
ary analysts said on Monday. 

“They would not want a 
repeat of what happened to 
the Americans in Somalia,” 
said Dean Fonrie, professor 
of strategic studies at the 
University of South Africa. 

“That would not be good 
news for the government... It 
would be very hesitant about 
sending anybody where 1 
casualties are inevitable,” be 
told Reuters. 

South Africa Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki told re- 


porters on his return from 
I.nsaka, where he attended 
Sunday’s signing of an accord 
by the Luanda government 
and UNITA rebels to end 19 
years of civil war in Angola, 
that it would be a condition 
of the operation that it 
helped Angolans rather than 
coerced them. 

“The secretary-general of 
the United Nations bas 
already requested Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
to contribute to... the body of 
United Nations people who 
would participate in the pro- 
cess of implementing that 
agreement,” he said. 

Mr. Mbeki did not say 
whether the U.N. had asked 
for militaxy or civilian backup 
but Zimbabwean and Zam- 
bian government officials say 
there is no doubt the U.N. 
wants troops. 

Dr. Fonrie said if South 
Africa agreed to send any 
they would probably be milit- 
ary signallers and medics, 
with air force support. 


“I cannot see combat 
troops going in... They- are 
needed here to handle vio- 
lence... and to patrol our 
borders to keep in check the 
enormous numbers of illegal 
immigrants,” Dr. Fonrie 
said. 

“The priority ax the mo- 
ment is integration,” he. 
added, referring to the in- 
tegration of thousands of for- 
mer guerrillas and homeland 
soldiers into South Africa’s 
new model army. 

Apartheid-ruled South 
Africa, which supported 
Jonas Savimbi's UNITA re- 
bels against the formerly 
Marxist government in Luan- 
da throughout the 1980s, 
withdrew its last troops in 
1989 after agreements paving 
the way for Namibian inde- 
pendence and the pullout of 
Cuban troops from Angola. 

Many veterans of South 
Africa’s involvement in 
Angola, who subsequently 
quit the regular army, were 
recruited as advisers to the 


government forces and have 
played a key role in recent 
successes against UNITA 
ahead of Sunday’s accord and 
Tuesday’s hoped-for cease- 
fire. 

Former South African 
army Brigadier Bill Sass, 
from the Independent Insti- 
tute for Defence Policy, said 
the United Nations needed to 
urgently define the role of the 
8,000-strong force it re- 
portedly wanted for Angola. 

“Do they want them to 
reinforce the peace or to act 
as observers? Eight thousand 
men could only really act as 
observers and the U.N. 
would have to be very sure 
the ceasefire was going to 
hold before sending troops,” 
Brig. Sass told Renters. 

“It's no good sending in 
lightly-armed peacekeepers 
when you have a semi- 
conventional war going on,” 
Brig. Sass said. 

“It's a very small force for 
a country the size of Angola, 
which has no infrastructure 


and heavily-mined roads,” he 
said. 

Richard Cornwell, senior 
analyst at the Africa institute 
think-tank, said before re- 
gional states considered com- 
mitting troops to Angola the 
question of who was going to 
pay would have to be re- 
solved. 

“South Africa is not in a 
position to, and Zimbabwe 
certainly can’t,” said Mr. 
Cornwell. Zambia, which has 
suggested sending 1,000 sol- 
diers, was even less able to 
afford to send them. 

Mr. Cornwell said the 
8,000 troops the U.N. wanted 
would be too few to maintain 
peace in a country that nearly 
20 years of war has trans- 
formed into a wasteland.: 

“We could find we are in a 
Bosnia-like situation, with a 
force that hasn’t got the 
strength to stop them fight- 
ing... have no doubt, we 
would take casualties,” he 
said. “There are 11 million 
landmines there alone.” 


Egypt’s ‘ghostbusters’ at war with p sy chiatiis t s 




By Mona Eltahawy 
Reuter 

CAIRO — A war of words 
has broken out between 
Egypt’s “ghostbuster” faith 
healers and secular psychiat- 
rists who dismiss a national 
obsession with demons as a 
symptom of cultural back- 
wardness. 

Ever since two young sis- 
ters beat- their mother to 
death in August in what they 
called an exorcism to drive 
out demons known as Jinn, 
newspapers and magazines 
have had afield day following 
up the case. 

Among questions raised: 
Are the two women mentally 
unstable or possessed? Can a 
Jinn fall in love with woman 
and prevent her from mar- 
rying? Can a Jinn make a 


man impotent? 

The sisters are in a state 
mental hospital awaiting eva- 
luation before prosecutors 
decide whether to press 
charges. 

A weekly magazine sug- 
gested that one of them had 
become mentally unstable af- 
ter her fiancee left her. 

A crime tabloid ran a cover 
photo of the sisters looking 
suitably dishevelled and unst- 
able with the teaser headline: 
“The Jinn issued an order... 
so we killed our mother.” 

The woman's death is not 

m 

the first in the name of exorcism 
in Egypt, where age-old su- 
perstitions thrive. 

The crime pages are the 
most popular sections of daily 
papers, feeding avid readers 
a staple diet of gory murder 
stories. They cany regular 


reports of exorcisms gone 
wrong. 

“We are face to face with 
daily crimes that are deep- 
seated. They are the fruits of 
evil that fall from the tree of 
superstition,” wrote Adel 
Hammouda in the magazine 
Rose Al Yusif. 

He blamed the popularity 
of faith healers on state neg- 
lect of mental institutions. 

“Superstition mixex men- 
tal illness with possession and 
takes advantage of the simi- 
larity in symptoms and the 
lack of faith in psych iatry. 
with its high fees and the 
governmental neglect of its 
hospitals and the diffusion of 
its patients in the streets and 
the harsh treatment they re- 
ceive.” Mr. Hammouda 
wrote. 

“There is no difference be- 


tween the treatment by beat- 
ing in hospitals and the treat- 
ment by beating in mos- 
ques,” he added. 

Muslims believe in the ex- 
istence of Jinn but there is 
debate about the extent of 
their powers. Religious scho- 
lars say the most Jinn can do 
is suggest evil thoughts. Faith 
healers are convinced that 
full-blown bodily possession 
is a reality. 

Other faith healers said 
they could help treat mental 
disturbances caused by Jinn 
while psychiatrists could take 
charge of those whose prob- 
lems had physical origins, but 
did not specify how they dis- 
tinguished between the two. 

Psychiatrist Ahmad Al 
Akabawi, who took part in 
the forum, said faith healing 
was symptomatic of a cultural 


crisis. 

“It is part of a general 
identity crisis the nation is 
passing through— what we 
are witnessing is something 
akin to regression. We’re 
going backwards at the dose 
of the century because people 
are afraid of the future,” he 
told Reuters. 

Psychiatrist Ahmad 
Okasha criticised colleagues 
who took pan in the forum 
for giving legitimacy to the 
faith healers and blamed the 
media for fanning the 
flames. 

“Instead of paying atten- 
tion to the problems of hous- 
ing, inflation and economic 
development, the press is 
concerned with charlatanry 
and treatment using demons, 
proving the strength of back- 
wardness in our country. 
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Marriott gets new F&B director 


The Amman Marriott 
.Hotel is pleased to 
Announce that Khaldoun 
Elawi has returned as the 
new director of food & 
beverage as of Nov. 24. 
1994. 

Mr. Elawi was the direc- 
tor of catering of the hotel 
until bis transfer to the JW 
Marriott Hotel in Dubai in 
the et rTy~»" of 1993. 
i it cncc that he 

has gained with that assign- 





ment, as well as his local 
knowledge, makes him a 
great addition to the Am- 
man Marriott Hotel team. 


Kodak Gold 400 voted the best 


KODAK GOLD 400 speed 
film has been voted “Euro- 
pean colour prim film of 
the year 1994-1995” by the 
prestigious European 
Awards Panel (EAP). 

In announcing the win- 
ner, the EAP said: “The 
excellent all-round charac- 
teristics of ISO 400 colour 
prim films are perfectly de- 
monstrated in the qualities 
the new Kodak Gold 400. 


Its combination of speed, 
fine grain, superb colour 
reproduction and image de- 
finition make it the ideal 
film for a variety of lighting 
conditions, and especially 
for use in zoom compact 
cameras.” 

Peter Dinshah, Consum- 
er Imaging Products Mana- 
ger of Kodak (Near East) 
Inc., said: “We are hon- 


oured by this highest of 
accolades. We are 'commit- 
ted to ensuring that our 
products represent unrival- 
led standards of excellence 
around the world and it is 
most gratifying to have this 
recognised at such a presti- 
gious level." 

An award ceremony took 
place at Phorokina '94 on 


place 

Sept. 


22. in Cologne. 
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Saudis to turn 


DUBAI (R) — Oil giant 
Saudi Arabia, strapped for 
cash and unable to meet a 
dramatic rise in power con- 
sumption, is telling its peo- 
* . pies that saving electricity is a 

- patriotic duty. 

. The Gulf country, whose 
' - coffers were hard hit by the 
Gulf war and the world slump 
in oil prices, has launched a 

- media blitz to persuade its 17 
million residents to conserve 

• power. 

• * Industry sources said Saudi 
1 Arabia has peak load of well 

• over 12,000 megawatts fMWj 
and will have to increase that 
by at least 10.000 MW by the 
end of the century unless 

' usage is drastically reduced. 

The government mean- 

- while has to cover most of the 
‘ $800 million annual losses of 
■ its four consolidated electric- 

• ity companies and is investing 
billions of dollars in the most 

- ambitious power expansion 
plans in the Arab World. 


All this to meet consump- 
tion demand estimated to 
have gone up by a spectacular 
18 per cent in the past year. 

Belt-trimming will not be 
easy in a country where the 
state subsidises electricity, 
which costs a mere five fils 
f 1.3 U.S. cents) a kilowatt. 

As a consequence, people 
habitually leave on their 
lights and air conditioners 
even when they go out, but 
experts and industry sources 
say all this must change. 

“There is no real power 
crisis for now, but the in- 
crease in demand is dramatic 
and the financial burdens 
pose a serious challenge for 
the government," one indusr 
try source said. 

The electricity ministry and 
power companies have laun- 
ched a media blitz to per- 
suade the kingdom's 17 mil- 
lion residents to conserve. 

Even factories in industrial 


out lights as patriotic duty 


areas have been asked to 
ration consumption, diplo- 
mats said. Supplies to some 
new buildings and clients 
have been put on hold and 
occasional power cuts have 
been reported. 

Industry and Electricity 
Minister Abdul Aziz A! 
Zamel voiced concern over 
power wastage during the 
summer, the high consump- 
tion season when air con- 
ditioners run full till 24 hours 
a day to battle temperatures 
sometimes topping 50*C 
n22'F>. 

“The power wastage is not 
only bewing done by the pri- 
vate sector, but also some 
government offices, and the 
waste has reached 30 per cent 
throughout the kingdom." 
the minister was quoted as 
saying by local newspaper. 

A generous welfare system 
is at die heart of the problem 
in Saudi Arabia where the 
government provides subsi- 


dised services to maintain 
political and social stability, 
diplomats said. 

Consumers pay only one 
third of the cost of electricity, 
the government subsidising 
the rest and providing elec- 
tricity companies with free 
fuel. 

But the government has 
already announced a 20 per 
cent cut in its overall budget, 
slashing spending to 542.67 
billion. 

Industry sources said the 
government spends more 
than $1 billion to cover the 
electricity firms' losses and 
pay their shareholders a 
seven per cent annual di- 
vidend. 

The system worked 
smoothly during the boom 
years of the 1980s, but diplo- 
mats and economist doubt 
that the government, hard 
pressed for cash mainly due 
to lower oil prices and' mas- 
sive Gulf war costs, could 

■ 


maintain the low rates. 

"The electricity companies 
are not run economically and 
are having problems raising 
funds," one industry source 
said. 

“For a government rbar is 
in need of cash this is now 
turning into a serious prob- 
lem." an economist said. 
“The kingdom’s cities and 
industrial sector are growing 
and expanding at a faster rate 
than expected and providing 
power to developing areas is 
becoming harder by the 

dav." 

* » 

The total loss of the four 
electricity companies stood at 
S792.4 mi I Ion in the Islamic 
year ending June 1994. The 
four meanwhile have expan- 
sion projects estimated at S5 
billion. 

Some contracts have been 
awarded, but at least two are 
facing financing hurdles and 
delays. 


Bankers said there are 
negotiations with U.S. and 
British export credit agencies 
to play a role in financing the 
power projects, but there was 
no final agreement yet. 

Industry sources and diplo- 
mats said the government will 
have to take steps to dampen 
demand by raising rates. 

"Meeting demand without 
hiking prices and finding 
financing for expansion plans 
is becoming a big problem 
and a challenge for the gov- 
ernment.” one diplomat said. 
"People are used to enjoying 
the benefits and taking that 
away will create social dis- 
satisfaction." 

"In a way they are victims 
of their own success. De- 
mand is growing rapidly and 
they need to dampen demand 
by increasing prices, but 
there are no indications of 
moving towards that," he 
added. 


Analysts see Asia critical for OPEC, oil prices 


Russia, Japan sign 

four key agreements 


TOKYO (R) — Japan and 
Russia signed four agreement 
Sunday that took their econo- 
mic ties to a new level to keep 
alive hopes for an eventual 
resolution of a thorny territo- 
rial issue long clouding bi- 
lateral relations. 

Japanese foreign ministry 
officials said the signing came 
after two rounds of talks be- 
tween Russian First Deputy 
Premier Oleg Soskovets and 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono. 

They included Tokyo’s 
wide-ranging support for 
Moscow’s economic reforms, 
rescheduling S1S0 million in 
trade insurance debt, Japan's 
approval and assistance for 
Russia’s entry into the World 
Trade Organisation, and 
establishing a high-level bi- 
lateral trade committee. 

Mr. Soskovets, who ar- 
rived earlier in the day lead- 
ing a major economic delega- 
tion on a five-day trip, made 
certain his visit got off to a 
good start by agreeing to 
Teopen fishery talks and tell- 


ing Mr. Kono Russia still 
stood by last year's so-called 
Tokyo declaration as the 
basis for solving their territo- 
rial dispute. 

The new agreement on 
economic reforms details 
closer cooperation in 13 areas 
including fiscal, monetary, 
industrial policies and trans- 
portation. communication, 
customs and other aspects of 
infrastructure. 

The bilateral trade com- 
mittee would be at the 
deputy-premier level and 
modelled on a similar U.S.- 
Russia body headed by Vice 
President A1 Gore and Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin. 

Mr. Soskovets told Mr. 
Kono the committee should 
help speed up agreements in 
tax and investment protec- 
tion and transportation. 

Mr. Kono replied that Rus- 
sia must first improve the 
domestic economic condi- 
tions and rationalise its tax- 
system and laws for increased 
foreign investment. 


"DENPASAR, Indonesia (R) e 
— Booming Asian oil de- 
mand will be critical for the 
future of both OPEC and 
.’world oil prices in coming 
-tlecades, industry analysts 
.have said. 

The organisation of Pet- 
. roleum Exporting Countries 
'. (OPEC), the group that held 
/world markets to ransom in 
/the 1970s and early 1980s, 

. will once again supply over 
/ half of global oil needs by 
2000, largely due to insatiable 
demand from developing 
..Asian economies. 

OPEC last supplied the 
bulk of the free world’s oil 
, around 1980. at the outbreak 
■ . of the Iran-Iraq war, when oil 
.' , prices were well above $40 
per banel. North Sea oil is 
S17 now. 

Few analysts believe 
.OPEC would dare push 


prices sharply higher again, 
risking another world reces- 
sion, but the group's rising 
market share could revive its 
fading clout. 

“OPEC will be critical for 
Asia and Asia will be critical 
for OPEC,” former OPEC 
secretary-general Subroto 
said. "That doesn't mean 
OPEC will dictate prices 
again, the world oil market 
has grown much more effi- 
cient in the last IS years, but 
it will be a major player." 

Asia’s bustling economies 
have already accounted for 
more than 70 per cent of 
world oil demand growth 
since 1985 and will make up 
75 to 85 per cent of new 
demand to 2005. 

“Even if demand in the 
rest of the world were flat for 
the next 10 to 20 years. Asia 
alone could cany OPEC,” 


said Fereidun Fesharaki. 
head of energy studies at 
Hawaii's East-West Centre. 

By 2005, total Asian oil 
consumption will grow by 
another nine to 10 million 
barrels per day (b/d), equiva- 
lent to the combined produc- 
tion of OPEC kingpin Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, Cambridge Energy 
Research Associates said re- 
cently. 

OPEC agreed at its year- 
end meeting here Tuesday to 
freeze its current oil output 
ceiling through 1995 in a bid 
to raise oil prices. The group 
hopes its new output cap and 
surging world demand will 
push prices higher where past 
deals have failed. 

"There is a continuing 
level of economic growth out- 
side of the OECD, especially 
in Asia, which is helping to 


boost oil demand," Libyan 
Oil Minister Abdalla Salem 
El Badri said. 

"Asia is expected to be the 
leading region in terms of the 
future growth of world crude 
oil demand," he pointed out. 

With Asian oil output ex- 
pected to stagnate, much of 
the new supplies will have to 
come from the oil-rich Mid- 
dle East and buyers in other 
parts of the world will have to 
compete. 

Mideast OPEC members, 
who control 75 per cent of the 
world’s oil, are already lining 
up to sell oil into Asia. 

Capital flows between the 
regions are rising — Mideast 
producers are pumping funds 
into Asian refineries and 
Asian nations are stepping up 
oil exploration in the Mideast 
to secure additional oil sup- 
plies. 


Fuel hike send prices soaring in Nigeria 

■ 


LAGOS (AFP) — Nigeria's 
' 200 per cent increase in fuel 
costs has sent other prices 
spiralling upwards, worsen- 
ing the lot of poorer people 
and stirring up a new bout of 
trade" union discontent. 

In the two months since the 
hike, food and transport 
‘ prices have climbed, while 
union negotiations with the 
military government on 
promised measures to ease 
the repercussions have made 
no headway.. 

Delegates of the 41 trade 
unions affiliated to the Niger- 
ia Labour Congress have ac- 
cused the military rulers of 
dragging their feet, and let it 
. be dearly understood they 
. might take strike action 
- again. 

. In July and August, oil 
workers went on strike, de- 
manding restoration of civi- 
lian rule. The oil sector 
accounts for 90 per cent of 


Nigeria’s foreign earnings, 
but during those two months 
.the state had to import 
100,000 barrels of oil a day. 

Fuel prices -have tradi- 
tionally been very low here. 
The last two times govern- 
ments tried to raise the price 
slightly, in August and 
November last year, the mea- 
sure sparked widespread so- 
cial and political unrest. 
Military infer General Sam 
Abacha used the unrest to 
seize power in a coup that 
November. 

After much hesitation, his 
regime put up fuel prices at 
the be ginning of October this 
year, heeding the persuasion 
of economists and interna- 
tional financiers and ignoring 
trade union opposition and 
the general unpopularity of 
the move. 

The price of petrol rose 
from 3.25 naira to 11 naira 
(16 U.S. cents) a litre (a 
quarter gallon). Kerosene, 


largely used for lighting, went 
up to six naira (nine cents) 
from 2.75 naira, and diesel 
rose to nine naira (13 cents) 
from three naira. . _. 

Public 'transport fares im- 
mediately jumped more than 
200 per cent. Operators are 
thinking about another 200 
per cent increase by the end 
of the year, press reports 
said. 

An average public sector 
employee on 4,000 naira a 
month needs to spend 1,600 
naira a month on transport 
now. Government offices and 
foreign embassies have been 
hit by a rash of absenteeism. 

An average Nigerian fami- 
ly of sue people needs to 
spend at least 5,390 naira for 
a one to two months period 
on just the following basics: 
A sack each of rice and man- 
ioc, a packet of frozen fish 
and 10 bottles of palm ofl. 

The wages of a night 
watchman he between 1,200 


and 2,000 naira. A driver gets 
3,500 to 4,000 naira, a police- 
man less than 2,o00, and a 
nurse between 3JJ00 and 
4,000 paira. . Teachers, at 4 
primary" schools get 2,000 
naira, in secondary education 
they get 5,000 nairia. 

Tough new foreign curren- 
cy controls have been in force 
all year. The government has 
imposed an official rate of 
exchange of 22 naira to the 
dollar. But the central bank 
has been unable to meet the 
requirements of industry and 
importers for foreign curren- 
cy, so they have turned to the 
blade r. -rket where the rate 
of exchange soared from 50 
naira per dollar in August to 
110 naira for a dollar this 
month. 

The trade unions com- 
mented bitterly that the fuel 
price rises were hastening a 
frightening process of 
pauperization of the country. 


Dr. Subroto estimates 
OPEC members alone will 
need over SI 00 billion in in- 
vestment by 2000 to meet 
expected requirements of up 
to 35 million b/d. OPEC 
pumps about 25 million b/d 
now. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer, already 
has an interest in a major 
Korean refinery and is plan- 
ning a joint venture refinery 
in China. 

Kuwait wants 400.000 b/d 
of refining capacity in Asia by 
the year 2000 in addition to 
expansions in Europe and at 
home, a top Kuwait Pet- 
roleum Corp official said re- 
cently. 


The emirate already sells 
about half of crude oil output 
and 90 per cent of its gaso- 
line. diesel fuel and fuel ofl 
production into Asia, 
Kuwaiti Oil Minister Abdul 
Mohsen A1 Medej told Reu- 
ters in an exclusive interview. 

"We are trying to find 
some investment (opportuni- 
ties) in the oil industry in 
Asia, that's number one, and 
the second is to increase sales 
to these countries," he said. 

When asked if higher 
Asian demand will boost oil 
prices, he said, "I hope so." 

Kuwait is particularly in- 
terested in Thailand, Japan, 
China, India and Pakistan, 
the minister said. 
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Mutt*n’Jeff 




“You can’t go to the costume party as 
a pizza. Last year you went as clam 
dip and ruined their carpet!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RAMOA 
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■ 
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C 


OCTIX 





MOHFAT 



■iv 

HiKin 




APHERM 
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WHAT THE WELL- 
TO-QO 

&&VE THE MATURE F. 


Now arrange the ctatea letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: A ( II j £'11/ 


Yesterday's 


(Answer tomorrow) 

J umbles. PENCE MAGIC BUSILY FIERCE 

Answer What he offered the prospective buyer — 

A -SAIL" PRICE 
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Gold & Gems Jewelry 

6th Circle. Amra Hotel Shops. Amman, 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 28, 1994 


By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This day and evening has some very 
interesting aspects and if you are diever enough to uncover the 
information you are seeking you will be able to use it to great 
advantage in the near future. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be sure to keep any promises you 
have made to others, and get your finest skills improved. Be careful 
in driving an the highway.. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be more concerned with your finest 
talents and' gain greater benefits, "but you have to turn down 
invitations from others to do so. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can easily understand whatever 
is new. especially where philosophical thought is concerned. Plan to 
take a trip with your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Handle those affairs which 
will please the one you love, such as shopping, running errands* etc. 
Be helpful to others you meet. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} Read vour newspaper well for ideas 
which are good and can meet with the approval of fellow associates. 
Avoid one who is tricky and selfish. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Get your assignments 
scheduled well so that you can get more done. Tonight do something 
to make you feci more dynamic and enthusiastic.' 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get into all kinds of writings 
which will gain you knowledge, and look into novel ways of having 
entertainment with your mate. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Be alone for awhile at 
home, and figure out how to make your promises more charming 
and valuable to you. Keep busy at important activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You are happiest 
when busy at progressive outlets, and this is a fine dav for that. 
Suggest to a bigwig on how to get more complete. 






aims more easily. Follow your hunches. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Follow vour intuition 
go after the personal aims which most activate you. Be haDDV 
your mate in the evening hours. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Although usually conserva 
now is a day for looking into the modern things of life. Be cent 
with your affection towards your mate. ° 


Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword *!**».«.**, 
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ACROSS 

1 Boteyn 

5 Start of a toast 
10 FkJcr 

14 Person erf 
eminence 

15 Soap plant 

16 Fad 

17 Apparent 

19 Lika of 

□TICKS 

20 Color 

21 Regarding 

22 Great D ood 
24 Aflac *, 

26 Boot steering 
device 

26 Burt of muse 
30 Ubrary sign 
33 Dweflmg 
36 Pooh's creator 

38 -de- Prance 

39 \ Eyre" 

40 Certain prison 
c a mp 

41 Growl 

42 Honest , 

43 Gaseous 
ofemenr 

44 Squalid 

45 “The Bata* ol 

(WMe) 

47 Valley 
49 Pokes 
5i East Indian 
sailor 

55 Confuses 
57 Nog tea 

59 Skedaddle 

60 Adiight closure 

61 Sixty 

64 Dsftofateta 

65 Consumed 

66 Pitcher 
Hershiur 

67 Maladies 

68 Takas it easy 

69 "Porgy and ? 

DOWN 

1 Hawaiian 
farewell 

2 Effort fo reah£Q 
an ann 

3 Memorarua 

4 Organic 
co mpound sufl. 
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5 Argument 

6 Unor 

7 AuMmaior 

S BuHdsng wing 
9 Young plant 

10 District of 
I'fUmj 

1 1 Sufcyn n 
disposition 

12 Highly excited 
12 Painter Maondc 
16 Guttefeaa 

23 Fashion 
nvigum 
25 Hoi per 

27 Elks NY 

29 Dirty mark 

31 Aiurod 

32 Out ol this 
woitd 

33 Partly opan 

34 Innocent person 

35 Everybody 
37 Workers 1 np 

40 Hood 

41 Turns to the 
nght 



43 Tease 

44 Narrow singe, ol 
wood 

US .moon 
46 Ou)s»dcir£ 

SO Typos 

52 Task 

53 Buenos _ 


54 f l J 


55 

56 Pm 
SB Erti 
03 Bui 

Wh 
63 Mol 
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☆☆ The 1995 budget for 
Karate Governorate totals 
JD -38.7 million of which 
JD 19 million are for re- 
current expenditure and 
the rest for capital spend- 
ing. An additional JD 16 
million, not included in 
the regular budget, are 
allocations for the electric- 
ity, water, supply and Aw- 
qaf sectors (Al Ra’i). 

-frit Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) Director- 
General Safwan Touqan 
has requested his invest- 
ment staff to conduct stu- 
dies bn sectors where the 
corporation had not pre- 
viously invested, including 
the health sector. Stres- 
sing that the SSC should 
concentrate on part- 
nerships with the private 
sector and not taking sole 
responsibility in estab- 
lishing projects. Dr. Tou- 
qan said that the high li- 
quidity available to the 
SSC necessitates investi- 
gating all economic sec- 
tors to lower the liquidity 
ratio to the normal level 

(Al Ra’i). 

■ 

k ™ ■ 

irtc Akher Khabar will be 
relaunched soon after 
overcoming hindrances. 
“Akher Khabar will re- 
turn to you younger, more 
independent and free,” an 
advertisement by the chief 
editor, Basem Sakkijha, 
says in Al Ra’i newspaper. 


irit The Income Tax De- 
partment urged all 
businesses to deduct perti- 
nent income and social 
service taxes from the 
salaries of their staff and 
to forward the amounts to 
the department. Failing to 
do so, taxes will be col- 
. Icct'td from the business 
proprietors themselves as 
if the tax liability had been 
their owns (At Ra’i). 

The association of 
building contractors has 
_ complained that many sec- 
tors still employ contrac- 
tors not registered at the 
association in violation of 
the law. The association 
appealed to the prime 
minister to instruct all 
concerned parties to en- 
sure that the articles of the 
law be strictly im- 
plemented (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆ Work of a road that 
will link Aqaba with Eilat 
and then with Sinai is ex- 
pected to start in February 
1995 (A1 Aswaq). 

** Taher Kanaan, for- 
mer general manager of 
the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank, is reported to 
have been offered a top 
post at the World Bank. 
The post involves respon- 
sibUties for the Middle 
Hast region (Ai Aswaq). 

t W r The officials desig- 
' nated to launch the “in- 
4 vestment window” at the 
Ministry of Industry' and 
Trade are expected to 
hold their first meeting 
Thursday. The comptrol- 
ler of companies and two 
oti^r senior officials from 
the ministry will always be 
available at the invest- 
ment window (Al Aswaq). 
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The Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade has 
approved the establish- 
ment of a joint Jordanian- 
Lebanese company with a 
JD 250,000 capital to pro- 
duce chocolates and 
sweets. The company, 
owned by the Jordanian 

Expatriates Holding Co. 
(55 per cent) and a group 
of specialised Lebanese 
businessmen, will be cap- 
able of producing 25 ton- 
nes of chocolates and 
sweets each month starr- 
ing' December 1994 (Al 

Aswaq). 

&& A decision to be 
announced soon by the 
government will give total 
independence to the De- 
partment of Specifications 
and Standardisation which 
currently affiliated to the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade (Shwt Al Shaab). 


Zaire warns Lebanese 

KINSHASA (AFP) — The Zairean government warned it 
will crack down on Lebanese businessmen accused of 
increasing the country's economic hardship by trafficking in 
current and diamonds, the AZAP news agency has 
reported. Prime Minister Kengo Wa Dondo said he will 
strike at all those who are driving the central African nation 
mt ? bankruptcy, whether they be Zairean or foreigners, 
and principally targe tted Lebanese traders, AZAP said. 
Mr. Kengo said be had called on members of the Lebanese 
community “to clear the ground by singling out those of 
their compatriots who are breaking Zairean laws, in order 
?° J* e f ,arate the wheat from the chaff.'* Members of the 
J-foanese community, estimated to be some 1,500 strong 
by their embassy in Kinshasa, are frequently blamed by the 
local press for trafficking in the national currency and 
■fraudulently exporting diamonds, with the assistance of 
Zairean nationals. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(November 21 - November 25, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated slightly a gains t other 
major currencies at the end of last week. It ended the week 
0.31 per cent higher against the mark, 0.20 per cent higher 
against the yen and 0.19 per cent higher against sterling. 

Tfie U.S. unit rose slightly against the mark Monday, while 
retreating against the yen and sterling. It fluctuated within a 
narrow range, in view of market parti ci pants’s reluctance to 
take fresh positions ahead of holidays in Tokyo and New. 
York on Wednesday and Thursday respectively. Meanwhile, 
a report released by the -Organisation for Economic Coop- 
eration, and Development warned that the dollar could foil if 
the Fed did not raise short-term interest rates far or fast 
enough. 

The dollar declined against European currencies Tuesday, 
while remaining stable against the yen. It fell after a 
comment by the Bundesbank president, Hans Tietmeyer, 
who said that there was no pressure on the German central 
bank to alter its monetary policy. Mr. Tietmeyer also said 
that he favoured a strong mark, which lifted the German 
currency. The dollar also lost ground after the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average fell by 91.52 points to reach 3677.99. 

The U.S. unit rose against the mark and yen Wednesday, 
while retreating slightly against sterling. It appreciated in 
view of a rise in U.S. bond prices and a regaining by the Dow 
Jones of some of the losses it suffered earlier that day. The 
Dow Jones decline Wednesday came in view of its severe 
losses in the previous day. The release of the U.S. durable 
goods orders, showing a decline of 1.5 per cent in October, 
led some to believe that growth in the manufacturing sector 
is slowing down. 

While New York was dosed for Thanksgiving, the dollar 
rose against major European currencies in thin trading 
Thursday. The U.S. unit appreciated further against the 
mark and yen Friday, while retreating slightly against 
sterling. Analysts indicated that the dollar rose in view of 
improving sentiment towards it, which happened alter the 
last Fed monetary tightening. According to these analysts, 
the tightening widened the gap between European and U.S. 
short-term interest rates and improved U.S. bond prices, 
which in turn attracted and will attract foreign funds to foe 
U.S. and increase the demand for dollars. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5602 marks, 98.78 
yen and at $1.5630 to* foe pound sterling. 


UJ5. Dollar 


Currency 

■ 

IS/ 11/94 
Close 

25/77/94 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sterling Pound'* 

1.5660 

1.5630 

10.79J* 

Deutsche Mark 

I . 5555 

1.5602 

10.3713 

Swiss Franc 

J.57S5 

1.3205 

10.7513 

French Franc 

5.4370 

5.3541 

10.2413 

Japanese Yen 

91.53 

9S.7I 

10.201% 
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5.37 

6.31 

5.31 

6.43 

Sieriing Pound 

5.37 

6.75 

5.37 

6.75 

Deutsche Mark 

4.75 

5.43 

4. SI 

5.43 

Sivks Franc 

3.37 

4.37 

4.43 

4.37 

French Franc 

5.37 

6.25 

5.31 

6.72 

Japanese Yen 

2.73 

2.63 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.7000 

0.7020 

Surfing Pound 

7.0923 

7.09S3 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4404 

0.4506 

Swiss Franc 

0.5296 

0.5322 

French Franc 

0-1306 

0.1315 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7001 

0.-77 76 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4003 

0.4023 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lim* 

0.0433 

0.0455 

Belgian Franc 
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Counterfeit 
money on 
the rise; 
dollar 
vulnerable 

WASHINGTON (R) — Cri- 
minals using high-tech tools 
are creating a worldwide boom 
in counterfeit money, with 
die U.S. dollar most at risk 
because it is the Reading glob- 
al currency, U.S. News and 
World Report magazine re- 
ported Saturday. 

The weekly said in its latest 
edition that up to\S10 billion 
in spurious dollars may be in 
circulation outside the Un- 
ited States, with U.S. bank 
notes accounting for about 80 
per cent of ail counterfeit 
money the International 
Police Agency (Interpol) in- 
tercepts. 

It said the National Re- 
search Council calculates the 
total number of U.S. bills 
being counterfeited on colour 
copiers and printers had risen 
eightfold in the past three 
years alone. 

Although the treasury said 
last summer it was redesign- 
ing the U.S. currency to build 
in special security features, 
the deterrents to counterfei- 
ters still are being fested and 
the new bills are not expected 
to go into circulation until 
1996 __ 

But the magazine said that 
so much sophisticated tech- 
nology is available to crimin- 
als, such as powerful colour 
copiers, laser printers and 
better scanners, that a new 
design may not be enough to 
curb counterfeiting. 

The magazine also noted 
recent congressional reports 
said some nations like Iran 
-and Syria were using sophisti- 
cated printing processes to 
make counterfeit U.S. dol- 
lars. 

It said the U.S. Treasury 
and secret service would 
□either confirm nor deny the 
existence of fake $100 U.S. 
bills allegedly made by Iran. 


Arab banks to discuss funding 

petrochemical projects today 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab bankers will gather in 
Qatar _ this week to discuss 
financing new petrochemical 
projects to be set up in the 
region to face a projected 

g owth in demand after the 
ATT deal, bankers have 
said. 

Delegates from more than 
60 major banks in the 22- 
member Arab League will 
discuss official papers detail- 
ing petrochemical projects 
and their profitability, econo- 
mic feasibility and demand 
for such products, said 
Adnan Al Hindi, secretary 
general of the Union of Arab 
Banks (UABj. 

“It is time that Arab banks 
concentrate on financing pro- 
ductive ventures in the region 
to serve development," he 
told AFP by telephone from 
the Qatari capital Doha, 
where the three-day confer- 
ence will open Monday. 

“Such projects will also be- 
nefit the banks as they are 
profitable and guaranteed. 


Arab banks have enough re- 
sources to participate in these 
ventures which will create 
major investment opportuni- 
ties for them,” he said. 

Gulf states, which hold 
more than 45 per cent of the 
world's oil reserves, discus- 
sed new petrochemical pro- 
jects in Doha last week fol- 
lowing expectations that last 
year's deal by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) would boost 
demand for their products 
and open new markets. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states are 
already the main petroche- 
mical producers in the Arab 
World, accounting for more 
than 80 per cent of the total 
regional output of around 14 
million tonnes per year. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, alone produces nearly 
eight million tonnes while the 
rest comes mainly from 
Kuwait and Qatar. 

The three countries have 


embarked on projects to set 
up new petrochemical com- 
plexes and expand existing 
units. Bahrain has expanded 
its plants while the remaining 
GCC members Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAEj are planning to set up 
petrochemical complexes at a 
cost of around S2 billion. 

According to the Saudi- 
based Arab Petroleum In- 
vestment Corporation (API- 
CORP), Arab nations need 
to invest nearly $21 billion in 
new petrochemical projects, 
of which $9 billion will be 
spent by 2000. 

But most Gulf and other 
Arab oil producers are suffer- 
ing from cash problems due 
to weak crude prices. Some 
of them are considering read- 
mitting foreign partners into 
their oil and petrochemical 
sector to secure funds. 

“Financing petrochemical 
industries and other sectors 
will give Arab banks an 
opportunity to diversify theiT 


activities that have concen- 
trated on financing trade and 
construction as well as invest- 
ment abroad,” said Dr. Hin- 
di, whose group comprises 
most of the Arab World's 
nearly 400 commercial banks. 

“It will also open the door 
for them to utilise their - li- 
quidity in viable ventures and 
increase cooperation that has 
become a pressing need 
amidst growing competition 
from international banks." 
he added. 

U AB figures showed Arab 
banks had assets of nearly 
S526 billion in 1993, around 
one third of which are based 
in the GCC. Deposits stood 
at around S326 billion and 
credits at more than $240 
billion - 

Qatari central bank gov- 
ernor, Abdullah Al Attiyya 
will open the Doha confer- 
ence, entitled “ways of 
financing petrochemical pro- 
jects in the Arb World and 
foe role of banks in this 
field." 


Japanese banks still 
suffer from heavy 
burden of bad loans 

TOKYO (AFP) — Major Japanese banks saw only a 
modest drop in the six months to September in the number 
of bad loans carried over from the years of the speculative 
“bubble economy,” despite increased sefforts to speed up 
write-offs. 

The combined non-performing loans held by 21 major 
commercial banks that reported half-year financial results 
totalled 13 3 trillion yen ($133 billion) at the end of 
September, down only 1.8 per cent from six months ago. 

Analysts said the Level of bad loans, mostly related to 
real estate speculation in the late 1980s, appeared to have 
peaked out. 

But foe Japanese banks- are also burdened with huge 
rescheduled loans with reduced interest rates, which are 
potentially irrecoverable, they say. 

Non-performing loans are those that have been made to 
borrowers who have either become insolvent or have not 
paid interest for six months or longer. 

On Friday, three long-term credit banks and seven trust 
banks reported substantial drops in pre-tax profits in the 
first half, citing con tin nous downward pressure from 
write-offs of bad loans. Profit declines were also reported 


by 11 city banks Thursday. 


GCC urged to boost 
petrochemical spending 


DOHA (R) — Arab Gulf 
states must double their in- 
vestment in petrochemicals 
projects to maintain their 
current share in the world 
market, a Qatari official has 
said. 

Hamad Rashid Al Mohan- 
nadi, Qatar Petrochemical 
Co. (QAPCO) general mana- 
ger, said the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council’s (GCCs) pet- 
rochemical investments must 
be doubled to $30 billion by 
foe year 2005. 

“We risk losing our market 
share in the world petroche- 
mical market... if we do not 
invest massively in this indus- 
try ,*’ he told reporters. 
“World consumption of some 
products are doubling and 
others going up by three per 
cent to 10 per cent." 

He put at five per cent 


GCC share of the world pet- 
rochemical market. 

Qatar, foe first Gulf state 
to produce petrochemicals, 
has invested $1.5 billion 'in 
QAPCO. Saudi Arabia's 
basic Industries Corp is the 
largest Gulf petrochemical 
maker, accounting for five 
per cent of global output. 

In Kuwait, Kuwait’s pet- 
rochemicals industries and 
the U.S. company Union 
Carbide will build the Gulfs 
largest polyethylene and 
ethylene glycol plant by 
1997 to target Asia. 

Mr. Mohannadi said foe 
GCC would try to forge an 
“alliance” with Western part- 
ners during foe “fourth GCC 
petrochemical and fertiliser 
industries conference;'' 
which opens in Doha Mon- 
day. 






FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 




THE 

AIMDSffiEKE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
Mondayjprinks Afl Night-Long 
wwri i/nVttS i nTYrwv 


A Menu of Delicious Snacks 
Tet. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - ShiriBisani 



■tigs? 

Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
g^rHambiii 



JL~ 



CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogoltan Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3-30 pjn. 
630 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 



or, 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 





52EEHWAN 6ARBENS 
EHINE5E RESFPft BRANT 

Typical Chin a w Foods 


OpeallJO-230&UB.Mdufc 


Take away is available 

Shat At-Arab m $treet 
Um Uthainah Coninerdat Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
^jPrtc Tasted Ahwotfs 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, *” 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeU 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop* and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 mm 

Sbmeisani - Opp. Grin (flays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh cel: 823891 


SELECT HOTEL 



® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

<S> Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
© Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal Al Webdch/Tel.637 1 0 1 /637 1 02 




'The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! "i 




iut lutt ! 

V. cffordcbic prices 


v f 1 / r ^-.i 

✓ V . V w I 


Jubu! Amm;m - first circle 
opposite IRAQ EMBASSY 

y TEL.: 654205 


Restaurant 
Italian -r McifeCuisine 


Sweifiyeh 


863944 


"TwrfilO ?Sweifiyeh 
863944 


vis. a. vis 

■ DANCE PUB " 

.tLf7E CD f TLQ U.E . 


FOR PARTIES & 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Daily 
Disco Thursdays 
Burgers +■ Pizzas DaUy 


ft’s fuP t3s t/C 

Musiia <S. Lights 


For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Rats 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 







Tel .-692506 , 691146/ ExL 116 
Fax : 699080 , Wasfi AKTei SL 
Abu Hart) commercial center 
Second floor 
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Kurdi Stores 



Cfe Suwaifiah Tel. 827 10S 
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Marvelous Crown keeps 
Japan Cup at home again 


TOKYO (R) — Marvelous Crown, ridden by 
the country's top jockey Katsumi Minai. gave 
hosts Japan a narrow third straight win 
Sunday in the Japan Cup. the world's richest 
horse race. 

The four-year-old gelding, starting at 9-1, 
edged out joint second favourite Paradise 
Creek f4-l ) of the United States by a nose 
with another Japanese horse, Royce And 
Royce (16-1). cne-and-a -quarter lengths back 
third. 

U.S- favourite Sandpit (7-2), after leading 
from the start of the $4 million race until the 
tum into the final straight, was first overtaken 
and then lost all chance of winning when he 
was squeezed out by Paradise Creek and 
Royce And Royce. 

Race stewards fined Pat Day on Paradise 
Creek and Norihiro Yokoyama on Royce 
And Royce, for the incident. The amount was 
not announced. 

The pair swepr up on either side of the 
favourite and after taking the lead moved 
towards each other, forcing Corey Nakatani 
on sandpit to check. 

Sandpit finished fifth but even without the 
interference the horse already seemed beaten. 

It was the second year in a row that a 
four-year-old geiding had won the 12-furlong 


(2.4 km) invitation race with 169 million yen 
($1.72 million) going to the winner. Legiacy 
World took last year's race. 

Marvelous Crown, starting from the num- 
ber four position in the 14-strong field, trailed 
Sandpit most of the way before making his 
move in the home stretch and then getting the 
better of an exciting battle in the final 200 
metres with Paradise Creek. 

“I didn't know who Had won when we 
crossed the line," the 41-y ear-old Minai said. 

The Japan Cup win. his first, wrapped up a 
vintage year for Minai. He rode Nariia Brian 
to Japan's triple crown title, and scored his 
1 ,300th career victory on Saturday after mak- 
ing his debut 22 years ago. 

Marvelous Crown’s trainer Makoto Osawa 
said the third-straight home win proved 
Japanese horses could compete with the best 
in the world. 

"I think the victory proves the level of 
Japanese horses is not low compared with 
foreign countries," he said. 

Day had no excuses on Paradise Creek. "It 
was just who was Lucky on the day," he said. 

Hernando (13-2) finished fourth, but fel- 
low French raider Apple Tree (4-1) faded 
badly and came in last. 


FIBA 

expand 

Euro 

championship 

MUNICH (AP) — Yugosla- 
via, once a major basketball 
power in Europe, has been 
given the chance to return to 
international competition fol- 
lowing the partial lifting of 
U .N. sanctions. 

FIBA, the world governing 
body of basketball, decided 
Saturday to have another 
qualifying tournament for 
next year’s European cham- 
pionships, accommodating 
Yugoslavia and give five 
other teams a second chance. 

. The remaining four teams 
slated for the additional qual- 
ifying tourney are Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Estonia and Tor- 
key. 

Before Yugoslavia was 
broken op into several repub- 
lics earlier this decade, the 
country won Olympic, world 
and European titles. 

The European Cham- 
pionship for men will be held 
Jnne 21 to Jnly 2, 1995 in 
Athens. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Coach Maradona wins first match 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Diego Maradona won his first 
match as coach Saturday, when his team Deportivo 
Mandiyu defeated Gimnasia Jujuy 3-0 in an Argentine 
League game. Since Maradona took over Mandiyu in early 
October, the team lost three games and tied four. The side 
risks relegation to second division. Maradona, 34, is barred 
from playing by a 15-month suspension for failing a drug 
test during the World Cup. 

No lifting of ban for Gordon 

LONDON (AFP) — World athletics chiefs announced 
Saturday that they could not lift a four-year drugs ban on 
former British international discus thrower Peter Gordon 
because they had not received essential information from 
the British federation. Gordon, 43, who is suffering from 
lymph cancer, was banned by the International Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF) after failing to produce a full 
urine specimen at a meeting in London last year. The 
British Athletic Federation lifted the ban in November 
because of the unusual circumstances of the case and “with 
regard to Gordon’s grave medical condition." 

Jansher aims for 5 more years at top 

DOHA (AP) — Jansher Khan, the six-time world squash 
champion, hammered out a chilling warning to his rivals 
Sunday by saying he intends to remain No. 1 player for 
another four or five years. The Pakistani squash king, who 
clinched his sixth world tide earlier this year and has lost 
just once in 1994. is confident he can keep his top ranking 
and achieve his major ambition of winning 10 World Open 
Championships. "If I can keep up my level of fitness and do 
the same amount of training, then 1 am confident that 1 can 
remain No. 1 in the world for another four to five years," 
said Khan, who spoke upon arrival here to defend his 
Qatar International title. “But if my ranking ever slips to 
four, five or six. then I may retire,” added Khan, who was 

? 1ven an emotional welcome on his arrival by hundreds of 
akistani expatriate schoolchildren in this small, oil-rich 
Gulf state. The Qatari International, which features 19 of 
the world’s top 20 players, carries total prize money of 
$96,000. making it the second richest on the calendar 
behind the World Open. 

Smith retains triathlon title 

WELLINGTON. New Zealand (AP) — Spencer Smith of 
Britain took the lead on the cycle leg and held off 
fast -finishing Austrian Brad Beven Sunday to win the 
men’s title at the World Triathlon Championships for the 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


A Leading advertising agency is looking for the 

following: 

•Creative Director 
• An Directors 
• Graphic designers 
•Financial Manager 
•Account Executives 
•Media Executives 
• Secretaries 

Prior experience in the advertising field is a 

requirement. 

Please send voiir CV and recent Photo to: 

v 

Human Resources P.O.Box 940249 
Amman, 11 194 Jordan 


second straight year. Smith, who won last year at Manches- 
ter, England, triumphed in a time of one hour. 51 minutes, 
four seconds in cbiily conditions, finishing 45 seconds clear 
of World Cup series winner Brad Beven of Australia 
(1:51.49). German Ralph Eggert took third place in 1:52.41 
in a sprint finish from Canadian Mark Bates. 

Paris St Germain drop a point in leadership chase 

PARIS (AFP) — Paris Saint-Germain, who are unbeaten 
in the European Champions Cup league, again failed to 
turn on the style in the French league at the weekend when 
they dropped an important point in their chase of first 
division pacesetters Nantes. Paris St. Germain now have 35 
points from 19 matches — three fewer than Nantes who 
have a game in hand and who play Cannes on Sunday. 
Lyon made no mistakes at home to Martigues with a 343 
victory and goals from Franck Gava, Florian Maurice and 
Stephane Roche to move on to 33 points. And Auxerre 
hammered visiting Sochaux 4-0 with two goals in each half. 

FC Porto stays top on goals 

LISBON (AP) — FC Porto won 1-0 Saturday at home to 
Belenenses ' to stay top of the league on goal average, 
despite a 3-0 triumph by Lisbon rivals Sporting over Leiria. 
Porto’s goal came from Portugual’s international midfiel- 
der Carlos Secretario in the 63rd minute, giving the home 
side another two points for a 21 point total. Sporting's 343 
win kept the top two neck-and-neck on points and closed 
the goal average on the leaders. But Porto still led with 26 
goals for and five against, compared with 25-8 for Sporting. 
Goals came from Brazilian defender -Marco -Aurelio m the 
23rd minute. Moroccan Nourredine |4aybet in the 41st and 
international midfielder Luis Figo in the 75th. 

Zeller-Baehler wins 1st Alpine skiing victory 


PARK CITY, Utah (R) — Heidi Zeller-Baehler of 
Switzerland gained the first victory of her 10-year World 
Cup career Saturday, winning the season-opening giant 
slalom on the strength of a stirring second run. Zeller 
Baehler recorded a total two-run time of 2 minutes 22.03 
seconds to overtake first-run leader Sabina Panzanini of 
Switzerland, who finished with 2:22.44. Vreni Schneider of 
Switzerland celebrated her 30th birthday with third place at 
2:23.01. 

Two Cuban boxers fail drug test 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Two Cuban boxers, including 
world amateur flyweight champion Waldemar Font, have 
been banned from international competition for two years 
because they failed an anti-doping test at the Goodwill 
Games in Russia, the Cuban News Agency reported 
Saturday. The decision by the International Amateur 
Boxing Association costs the Cubans two of the six gold 
medals they won at the competition in St. Petersburg in 
July. Font defeated Carlos Navarro of Los Angeles to win 
the gold medal at 112 pounds. Mantilla defeated Choi 
Joon-Wook of South Korea in the 106-pound class. 


An International Construction Company the following 
vacancy for their office in Amman. 

Accountant/Controller. 

This is a senior position and candidates should meet the 
following criteria. 

Degree in Accounting. 

Able to operate and set up computer based systems. 
Minimum 5 years real experience, preferably with an 
international company. 

Familiar with multi-currency transactions. 

Familiar with procurement procedures. 

A self-starter able to work un-supervised. 

Excellent command of spoken and written English. 
Reliability and Dedication. 

An attractive remuneration package will be offered. 
Applications with a typed CV copy of qualifications and 
recent photograph should be mailed to: 

The Personnel Manager 
P.OoBox 910021 Amman 11191, Jordan 



Frenchwoman Isabelle Autissier, winner of the first leg of 
the Class I section of the BOC Challenge round the world 


single-handed yacht race, sets off at the start of the 2nd leg 
to Sydney (AFP photo) 


Shearer hat-trick puts Blackburn top [Munich 


LONDON (AFP) — Eng- 
land centre-forward Alan 
Shearer srruck a second-half 
hat-trick in a 4-0 victory over 
Queens Park Rangers to help 
put Blackburn on top of the 
Premiership and replace 
Manchester United whose 
game at Arsenal finished 
goalless. 

Shearer, whose haul in- 
cluded a penalty, now has 16 
goals for the season — the 
same as frontline partner 
Chris Sutton, who began the 
rout with a ninth-minute 
opener. 

Shearer’s third, a 35-yarder 
which flashed in off the 
underside of the bar, left 
even manager Keeny Dalg- 
lish overwhelmed. 

"I never scored anything 
as good as that." said Dalg- 
lish. "It was a tremendous 
note on which to finish the 
game. It was just a terrific 
strike and it was nice to see 
Alan get a hat-trick." 

Blackburn leapfrogged 
Manchester United, who 
were denied a seventh succes- 
sive league win by Arsenal at 
Highbury, where there were 
seven bookings but no goals. 

To complete United's mis- 
ery after tbeir midweek 
European Champions' 
League defeat in Gothen- 
burg. striker Mark Hughes 
was sent off after committing 
his second bookable offence 
In the 79th minute. 

Manager Alex Ferguson 
was critical of the referee, 
saying: "I would like to see 
the video of the incident but 
you've got to look at the 
standard of refeTeeing today. 

"The referee booked Keith 
Gillespie after only 23 
seconds and that set the pat- 
tern,” he added. 

Arsenal, still reeling from 
the Paul Merson drugs scan- 
dal earlier this week, avoided 
their third consecutive defeat 
and although they had the 
berter of the exchanges in the 
disappointing encounter. 


failed ro convert their super- 
iority into goals. 

There was also frustration 
for third-placed Newcastle, 
who took an 86th-minute 
lead through leading scorer 
Andy Cole — back after a 
five-match lay-off with a shin 
injury — only for Ipswich to 
claim a 1-1 draw with an 
S9th-minute equaliser by 
Dane Claus Thomsen. 

Newcastle manager Kevin 
Keegan was unimpressed 
with the negative tactics of 
the visitors who were fortun- 
ate to leave St. James' Park 
with a point, saying: "That 
was a waste of an afternoon." 

Keegan saw his side frus- 
trated by the all-out defen- 
sive approach of the Pre- 
miership's bottom dub and 
added: “It was like playing a 
non-league side in the cup. 
They came for a draw and 
they were hoofing it any- 
where.” 

To seal a miserable day for 
the Tynesiders Keegan also 
revealed that internationals 
Philippe Albert and Roberr 
Lee would be sidelined for 
ground three weeks with 
groin injuries. 

It was the same score at 
Anfield, where Neil Rud- 
dock's 77th-minute own goal 
gave his former club Tot- 
tenham a point after Liver- 
pool had gone ahead in the 
first half with a Robbie Fow- 
ler penalty — his 17th goal of 
the season. 

The result gave Tottenham 
Gerry Francis his second 
draw in four days after seeing 
hrs White Hart Lane career 
start with a 4-3 defeat by 
Aston Villa last week. 

Francis's work on the train- 
ing ground with his side's 
ramshackle defence is clearly 
paying dividends as they con- 
fidently dealt with everything 
Liverpool threw at them. 

There was more joy for 
new Everton manager Joe 
Royle, whose side, 2-0 victors 
in Monday’s Merseyside der- 


by, beat Chelsea 1-0 at Stam- 
ford Bridge with a first- half 
goat from Paul Rideout. 

The win was only Ever- 
ton’s second victory away 
from home in 23 outings and 
afterwards Royle was upbeat 
about Everton's chances of 
survival, saying: "The club 
was one degree under when I 
arrived, with players almost 
expecting to be beaten. We 
have just worked on being 
positive and the players are 
responding." 

A Noel Whelan strike 
earned Leeds a 1-0 home win 
over Nottingham Forest, who 
have now Jost four of their 
last five League games. 

Whelan headed home 
Brian Deane's cross on the 
hour to settle a scrappy en- 
counter as Forest failed to 
score for the fifth consecutive 
game. 

An injury time strike from 
the edge of the box by defen- 
der Daryl Sutch gave Nor- 
wich a 2-1 victory and conde- 
mned managerless Leicester 
to ill-deserved: defeat at Car- 
row Road. • 

Bruce .Grobbelaar con- 
tinued his rehabilitation in 
the eyes of British soccer fans 
with a fine performance to 
keep another clean sheet in 
Southampton's goalless draw 
at Crystal Palace. 

Grobbelaar was given a 
warm welcome by both sets 
of fans before the match, and 
at rhe final whistle, he was 
besieged by supporters want- 
ing his autograph. 

Wimbledon had central de- 
fender Alan Reeves sent off 
for slapping Paul Walsh as 
they went down 2-0 at Man- 
chester City to an early goal 
by Gany Plitcroft and a late 
effort by substitute Uwe Ros- 
ier. 

A header from David 
Busst gave Coventry victory 
at West Ham. who despite 
enjoying greater possession 
were typically toothless in 
front of goal. 


S. Africa down legendary Ghanaians 


PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
wonderful week for South 
African football came to a 
fitting end Saturday when the 
national team defeated Gha- 
na 2-1 in the opening round 
of the four nations tourna- 
ment at Loft us Versfeid sta- 
dium here. 

On Friday, South Africa 
replaced cash-strapped 
Kenya as hosts of the 1996 
Nations' Cup final, just two 
years after being readmitted- 
to the African Football Con- 
federation. 

The victory over the legan- 
dary Black Stars was tinged 
with luck as the home team 
were awarded a dubious 
second-half penalty after 


Doctor Khumalo appeared to 
fail when fairly challenged. 

Khumalo sent goalkeeper 
Simon Addo the wrong way 
with a calmly-struck spot kick 
to increase a lead gained 
through an early headed goal 
from Marks Maponyane. 

South Africa, lacking five 
unavailable European-based 
professionals, then survived 
several anxious moments af- 
ter Frank Amankwah re- 
duced the arrears with a soft 
long-range goal. 

Ghana midfield star Abedi 
Pele was totally marked by 
Linda Buthelezi and never 
stamped his authority on a 
match watched by a small but 
enthusiastic crowd. 


Ivory Coast overcame 
Cameroon by a similar score 
in the opening match with 
Charles Dago scoring the 
75th minute winner by 
finishing off a Donald Sie 
cross. 

Ivorian defender Jean- 
Marie Ghahou was lucky to 
survive the 90 minutes as the 
South African referee 
cautioned him twice instead 
of sending him off for com- 
mitting a second bookable 
offence. 

Ghanaian Osel Kuffour also 
should have been ordered to 
take an early bath, but 
escaped with a yellow card 
after deliberately handline 
the bail * b 


move 

up 

table 

BONN (R) — Lothar 
Manhaeus. moved back to 
midfield from libero, land- 
ed a late penalty to give 
struggling champions 
Bayern Munich a much- 
needed 2-1 win over Bayer 
Leverkusen Saturday. 

m 

Leverkusen had the bet- 
ter stan with Ulf Kirsten 
putting his side ahead 1-0 
after 31 minutes but the 
hosts began to dominate 
the match after Christian 
Ncrlinger equalised two 
minutes before the break. 

Matthaeus' penalty in the 
74th minute, after he was 
fouled by Romanian inter- 
national loan Lupescu. 
lifted Munich three places 
in the Bundesliga to fifth. 

But an injury to Munich 
goalkeeper Oliver Kahn, 
who tore a ligament in his 
right knee, took some of 
the gloss off the win. 

Club officials said the in- 
jury could keep him off the 
field for six months. 

Kahn wrecked his knee 
in a collision with team 
mate and defender Marcus 
Babbel while trying to 
block the goal by Kirsten. 
He was replaced by Sven 
Scheuer. 

Officials said the 25-year- 
old, who transferred from 
Karlsruhe at the stan of the 
season for 5.5 million 
marks ($3.5 million).! 
would be flown to the Un- 
ited States for an opera- 
tion. 

Swiss striker Stephane 
Chapuisat landed his ninth 
and tenth goals of the sea- 
son for Borussia Dortmund 
but the Bundesliga leaders 
only narrowly held on to 
the top spot with a 3-3 draw 
at Borussia Moenchengiad- 
bach. 

Michael Zorc scored 
Dortmund's first goal after 
ten minutes, followed eight 
minutes later by an equalis- 
er from Heiko Herrlich. 

Chapuisat then hit the 
back of the net twice before 
the break — in the 20th and 
45th minutes — in a fast* 
and rain-drenched match 
that saw the hosts repe- 
atedly stalled by Dortmund 
defenders. 

But afrer a string of pre- 
dictable drives, Moen- 
chengladbach clawed their 
way back to level terms 
through an 83rd minute 
goal by Swedish striker 
Martin Dahlin and another 

from Ho/ger Fach in the 
final minute. 
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GULF AIR STYLE 

Gulf Air flies nonstop from Amman to the Gulf with a host of 
convenient onward connections to Bombay. Delhi, Trivandrum. 

Madras, Colombo. Dhaka and Karachi. Whichever class you 
travel, you 11 fly in comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 

hospitality. Come fly with us and discover the international 
smile of the Gulf. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICER CONTACT vn, » 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR oifrtsSw V ° UR 
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Jackson 
scores 50 
as Dallas 
win in OT 

DENVER (R) — Jimmy 
JacKson raped a 50-poim 
night by hitting a pair of foul 
shots with 0.5 seconds left in 
overtimes as the Dallas 
Mavericks erased a 25-point 
deficit for a dramatic 124-123 
win over the Denver Nuggets 

■ Saturday. 

- “It's safe to say that’s my 

best game as a pro,” Jackson 

: said. “But it was more of a 
team effort. When they go up 
25, we just wanted to chip 
'away little by little. We pick- 
ed up our defence and we got 
..a 'neat team effort.” 

' Bryant Stith gave Denver a 
123-122 lead on a 10-footer 
With 8.9 seconds left in OT 
but Jackson was fouled by 
■ Rodney Rogers, who was 
swarming the red-hot Jack- 
son as part of a dQuble-team 
to the left of the key. 

The Nuggets had built their 
25-point lead with a 127-6 run 
over a 7:30 span in the second 
quarter. 

‘Just a regular day at the 
office, ’ said Dallas coach 
Dick Motta. “I told them at 
halftime that we were 23 
points up on Portland and 
they came back, so I knew it 
could be dooe. We stuck with 
it. It was a great comeback. 
Jamal (Mashbum) and Jim- 
-my (Jackson) had good 
games tonight." 

Jackson’s 50 points were a 
' career high. Mashbum added 
35. 

Tm ready to go again, 
let’s play two,” said Dallas 
point guard Jason Kidd, who 
had 13 points, eight rebounds 
and six assists. “That was a 
lot of fun. When we got down 
in the first half, all we wanted 
to do was cut away at the 
lead.” 

In Phoenix, Charles Bark- 
ley scored 23 points in his 
{irst game of the season and 
Danny Manning added a 
season-high 32 as the Suns 
beat the San Antonio Spurs 
111-108. 

“Obviously, I’ve got to 
lose 10 to 12 pounds,” said 
Barkley. “Right now, my 
conditioning is not very good. 
Tm struggling with my shot a 
little bit, but I don’t care as 
long as we win.” 

Barkley had missed the 
“Sihs’ first 10 games due to an 
abdominal strain. The; Suns 
put Kevin Johnson oh the 
injured list (bruised left 
knee) to make room for 
Barkley. 

David Robinson led the 
Spurs with 25 points. 

The game also saw the first 
meeting between the Person 
brothers. Chuck scored 15 
points off the bench for the 
Spurs, and Wesley, the Suns' 
first-round pick, scored just 
four. 

In Houston, Sam Perkins 
scored 15 of his 22 points in 
the second half as the Seatle 
Supersonics handed the NBA 
champion Rockets their third 
straight defeat, 98-94. 

Shawn Kemp scored 22 
points and_ Gary Payton 










Glenn Robinson of the Milwaukee Bnchs (left) drives for the 
basket past the defence of Terrv Mills of the Detroit Pistons 
in their Nov. 8 match (AFP photo) 


added 17, including a key 
jumper in the final minute, as 
the Sonics won for the fourth 
time in their last five games. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 23 
points and Hakeem OJa- 
juwon added 22 points and 12 
rebounds for Houston. 

In New York, Alonzo 


against the San Diego Dip- 
pers. Golden State commit- 
ted just nine personal fouls. 

In Milwaukee, Anfemee 
Hardaway notched his 
second career triple-double 
as the Orlando Magic tied a 
franchise record with their 
seventh straight win, 113-105 


Mourning scored seven of his over the Bucks. 


27 points in a decisive 16-5 
fourth-quarter run as the 
Charlotte Hornets handed 
the Koicks their first home 
loss of the season, 105-95. 

Mourning also grabbed 18 
rebounds and blocked three 
shots. 

Charlotte's Larry Johnson 
scored 16 of bis 23 points in 
the second half, when he hit 
7-of-8 shots from the field. 

Charlotte's Tyrone Bogues 
suffered a strained groin in 
the first half and did not 
return. Greg Sutton filled in 
at point guard. 

In Cleveland, Mark Price 
scored a season-high 31 
points as the Cavaliers 
cruised past the Golden State 
Warriors 101-87. 


Hardway bad 35 points, 10 
rebounds and 12 assists. 

Shaquilie O’Neal added 21 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Orlando, which improved to 
a league-best 9-2. 

In Philadelphia, Dee 
Brown had 22 points as the 
Boston Celtics stayed hot on 
the road with a 108-99 win 
over the 76ers. Boston has 
won four of its last five road 
games. 

Jeff Malone scored 28 for 
the Sixers- 

The Celtics were without 
leading scorer Dominique 
Wilkins, who sat out a second 
straight game with a straight 
hamstring. 

At Washington, Nick Van 
Exel scored 22 points to lead 


The jump-shooting cavs seven players in double as the 
broke an NBA record by Los Angeles Lakers pulled 
attempting just two free away for a 112-96 rout of the 
throws. The old record of struggling Bullets, losers of 
three was set by the Los five in a row. The Lakers 
Angeles Ldkers in' 1980 have won four straight. 

FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

* Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


Chevrolet Lumina Euro 3.1. 

Duty unpaid 

Dark blue, V.6, full options, 1992. 

Tel. 696651, between 9:30 a.m..-1:00 p.m. 
Price is not given by phone. 


Behzxe Famished apartment , 2 bedrooms 

I sitting room , 3 bathrooms , unique wide 
lounges , centra/ heating, 2 balconies , lift) 
private well and telephone . 








Chinese women hold secret to weightlifting success 


ISTANBUL (AP) — The 
jury is still out on how 
Chinese women have come to 
dominate the World Weight- 
lifting Championships. Bat 
no one questions their 
achievements: They hold 27 
of the 28 world records. 

The latest record fell Satur- 
day when China Li Dan 
hoisted 107.5 kilos in the 
83-kilo class for the snatch 
event. She broke the old 
mark by 2 kilos en route to 
winning three gold medals for 
her team. 

Li’s victories gave Chinese 
women a dean sweep of all 
38 golds in the six weight 
categories in which they were 
entered at the cham- 
pionships, and lifts of more 
than 100 kilos have become 
commonplace for this power- 
ful Chinese team. 

How do they do it? 
Theories are as abundant as 
weight d asses, some make 
sense, others are unfounded 
and some border on the 
absurd. They include long- 
term training, accusations of 
steroid use and suggestions 
they’re in some kind of mind- 
over-matter trance. 

Chinese women have also 
made great strides in middle 
and long distance running 
and swimming over die past 
16 months. 

Rumours of possible ster- 


a£d use grew after the 
Chinese women dominated 
the weightlifting events at the 
Asian Gaines in Hiroshima. 
Japan, last month. 

They continued last week 
after the International Swim- 
a ming Federation said Chinese 1 
swimmer Yang Aihua had 
tested positive for steroids 
less than a month after win- 
ning a gold medal at the 
World Swimming Cham- 
pionships in Rome in 
September. 

But. Randall Strossen, 
attending the championships 
as a writer for the weightlift- 
ing magazine “Milo” in Cali- 
fornia, doesn’t go for the 
steroid explanation. 

“Steroids could enhance a 
weight lifter’s performance by 
3 or 4 per cent,” Strossen 
says. “But what we’re seeing 
here doesn't apply. The 
Chinese women are lifting 15 
or 20 per cent more than the 
silver medaKsts.” 

U.S. Weightlifting Federa- 
tion president rim Schmitz 
says training has made the 
differrence. 

“These girls are chosen at 
an early age and spend most 
of their adolescent lives train- 
ing at the best training com- 
plexes in China for high per- 
formance.” Schmitz said. 

Still others believe that the 
naturally large pool of athle- 


tic candidates in Chinese 
society gives them the edge. 

’’There are more than one 
million Chinese women 
weightKfters from which they 
(the Chinese team) can 
choose," according to 
Panayota Antonopoulou, the 
women’s 76-kg champion 
from Greece. “That’s more 
than the Test of the world 
combined.” 

According to International' 
Weightlifting Federation 
President Gottfried Schoddl. 
however, economics is the 
key. 

“The average person in 
China lives under more diffi- 
cult conditions than most of 
the world, so the only way to 
move up in China or travel 
out of China is for that per- 
son to excel in sports. This is 
a powerful motivation,” be 
said. 

Schoddl added yet another 
reason: The Chinese were 

I iioneers in women’s weigju- 
ifting. “That means they had 
a 10-year head start on the 
rest of the world." 

Taimazov breaks 4 records 

ISTANBUL (R) — Ukrai- 
nian Timur Taimazov suc- 
cessfully defended his 108 kg 
title with four world records 
at the World Weightlifting 
Championships Saturday to 
continue the winning run of 


ex-Soviet states in the heavy 
categories. 

Taimazov’s second and 
third snatches of 198.0 and 
200.0 kg set world records 
and he soared ahead of other 
contenders with a record 
breaking 235.5 jerk to chalk 
up a world record total of 
435.0. 

The jerk counts as 235.0 
for the total, which must be 
divisible by 2.5 kg. 

His final performance was 
too good for 1984 Olympic 
gold medallist Nicu Vlad, the 
veteran Australian, formerly 
of Romania, totalled 422.5 
for the overall silver. 

“I wanted to start higher in 
both the snatch and jerk, but 
I saw the others' starting lifts 
lower than mine,” Taimazov 
said. “A lower start was 
enough to win the cham- 
pionship.” 

Russia's 1991 world cham- 
pion and 1992 Olympic silver 
medallist, Artur Akoev, was 
third with 420.0. 

Taimazov's victory extends 
to three days the success of 
former Soviet competitors, 
following victories from Rus- 
sians Alexei Petrov and 
Sergey Syrtsov in the 91 and 
99 kg categoires respectively. 

Taimazov, who is one of 
the few stars to survive in the 
Ukraine team, is also the 
only one to have a private 


sponsor in wrestler-turned 
businessman Viktor 
Ardishev. 

Ukraine, which won the 
men's team event in the 
world titles last year in Mel- 
bourne, are considerably 
weaker this time due to a 
number of problems, includ- 
ing coaching. 

International Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) officials 
said the entire team may not 
have been here at all, had the 
Ukrainian Weightlifting Fed- 
eration not paid out a $50,000 
fine after three Ukrainians 
have returned positive drug 
tests since July. 

The money reportedly 
came out of the pocket of the 
team's sponsor and former 
super-heavyweight star 
Anatoly Pisarenko, who set 
up business in the United 
Stastes at the end of his sport- 
ing career. 

All the country's partici- 
pants in the sport, from 
sportsmen to officials, would 
have been suspended for one 
year if the fine had not been 
paid after an appeal by 
Ukraine's Olympic commit- 
tee. 

All such fines may only be 
paid with the intervention of 
the country's highest sporting 
body. With each offence the 
ban period and the fine dou- 
ble. 


Grobbelaar set to answer match- fixing charges 


LONDON (R) — Bruce 
Grobbelaar is due this week 
to present the English Foot- 
ball Association (F.A.) with 
his answers to charges relat- 
ing to alleged match fixing. 

The Southampton and for- 
mer Liverpool star, whose 
14-day period for replying is 
up on Wednesday, kept a 
second successive clean sheet 
on Saturday since the Sun 
newspaper made the allega- 
tions earlier this month. 

The mass circulation daily 
claims Grobbelaar. a Zim- 
babwe international, threw 


matches, including Liver- 
pool's 3-0 defeat by Newcas- 
tle last season. 

Grobbelaar helped Saints 
draw 0-0 away to Crystal 
Palace in a Premier League 
match in London on Saturday 
following last weekend's 1-6 
home win over Arsenal. 

His Southampton team- 
mates are impressed by the 
way Grobbelaar has coped 
with the allegations. But 
striker Iain Dowie said it was 
nor surprising from a man 
who saw action against guer- 
rillas during his national ser- 


vice for Zimbabwe. 

“Bruce has seen people 
killed when he’s been fighting 
in the bush in Africa, so 
something like this isn't going 
to shake him,” the Northern 
Ireland international said. 

“He’s been around a bit 
and he’s handling it all pretty 
well ... we all admire him for 
the way he's coping. 


“As far as we’re con- 
cerned, nothing has yet been 
proved — they are only 
allegations at the moment.” 
Grobbelaar, who has de- 
nied the allegations and 
issued libel writs against the 
Sun, last week prepared his 
defence with his lawyers a: 
bis Liverpool home. 
Grobbelaar has been 


GOREN BRIDGE 


charged by the F.A. with 
conduct which was improper 
or liable to bring the game 
into disrepute" and the 
“acceptance of consideration 
with the view to influencing 
the result of a match.” 

Police have also looked 
into the case and interviewed 
the goalkeeper. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATAHNAH HIRSCH 

Cl 995 Tram IM au ra , he 


DELUXE NEW FURNISHED APARTMENT 
225 m , First Floor , 3 Bedrooms , 3 Bathrooms , big salon with 
Persian carpets & Fireplace , big kitchen with all electric 
equipments , balcony , Separate central heating , Satellite 
system ^telephone , Location. ( Rabtah neighbour -tood ) :■ 

CALL ( 66561 1 ) 


= JVeu? ^all Collection = 

Y S L ( VARIATION ) , F. KAREL , V. NOM 

jfllso Sales On ... 

Xasl winter Collection 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 J 5 
J 9 3 

0 A 10 8 6 4 
4 A Q 3 

WEST EAST 

* 10 8 7 4 3 * Q 9 6 
7 K 8 4 7 1076 52 

0 5 0K2 

4 J 10 7 4 40 -4 K 9 6 

SOUTH’ 

4 A K 2 .. 

3 A Q 

O Q J 9 7 3 
48 5 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Poor of 4 


FLAT OR DEFEND 

Take a good look at all four 
bauds. Do you think South, declarer 
at three no trump, can make rune 
tricks against best defense? 

The auction is straightforward. 
With 28 high-card points in the 
combined bands, point-counters 
will teO you that you axe a favorite 
for an overtrick. However, you have 
to take nine tricks before you can 
hope for a 10th. 

You Cry the jack of spades to the 
first .trick and dock when East pro- 
duces the queen. You win the spade 
return. Which side should prevail? 

If you try the diamond fi 
that loses and your last spade stop- 
par is removed. Now the defenders 
have the upper hand. Playing the 
ace and queen of hearts at tricks 
three and four is no better. West can 


win and return a heart and, when in 
with the king of diamonds. East can 
cash two more hearts to scuttle the 
contract. 

Don't give up yet- There's a line 
that will succeed no matter what the 
defenders da Suppose at trick three 
you lead the queen of hearts! It 
makes no difference which defender 
wins as Jpng as East holds no more 
then fBur spades. You can capture 
any return, come to hwnd with the 
ace of hearts (if necessary) and run 
the queen of diamonds. Even if the 
finesse loses you w 01 still be able to 
take four diamond tricks, two 
hearts, two spades and the ace of 
dubs. (Naturally, if West wins the 
king of hearts and shifts to a dub, 
you intend rising with the ace!) 



I \' G O L D J E W E. L R Y 


JABAL AMMAN,NEAR SAFADI MOSQUE 
RAINBOW STREET, TEL: 657094 




Annual rant ( 7000 JD ) for contact please 
call Phone No. 679442 between (2-4) P M. 


M 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

First floor of 220sq.m. in a two-floor private 
building in the best residential area, between the 
4th and 5th Circles ( near the Guest's Palace ) , 
Zahran St. Jabal Amman, overlooking large 
beautiful private garden . Luxuriously furnished. 

Consists of: large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic washing ma- 
chine, 3 balconies. Crystal chandeliers and cho- 
sen carpets. Central heating, telephone, colour 
TV, and video. Car park available. 

If interested please call:Tel. 671509^ 



Every Tuesday night 


Spoil yourself with an evening 
full of Italian romance. 
Truly bomrissima is the pasta 
cooked live in front of you, 
the way you requested. 

Be your own chef and create 




* 

i 


'a*- 4 




Our sumptuous buffet has the 
freshest ingredients specially 
flown in from Italy. 

So, put y o u r creativity in full 
gear and carry your 
taste buds to Italy. 


S H A W K A T 





FINE JEWELRY' SALOON 



M 

j. Hem t 

f INTER-CONTINENTAL 

• JORDAN' 

For reservations call 641361, ext. 








EM L THIN A - MAIN ST. 
PHONE 864W2 


2222 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


A 

T 


. . . IU ._ Najlaa Fathi & 

The film which won Mahmoudi Hamideh in: S 

seven Oscars 


CONCORD “1” 

Tom Hanks in 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Sharon Stone & Richard 


Shorn: 12:30. 3:30. 6:31). 8:30. 10:30 


Show* 12:30. 3:30. ft«). K:l5. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:45 


Sister Act 

Shows: 3:15,5:15 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30 

The family & children play 

“Water is a gift of life” 


10:00 a.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabtl AI MlasMui Theatre 

Thursday ...Thursday 
1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
.the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeh Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window is open ail day 


Tel.: 625155 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 6 

AH LAN THEATRE 


The political satire: [ 

A 1 S a I a m Y a Salam 

Daily at 8:30 | 

' Saturday & Sunday is the I 
theatre's holiday. 

in English next Satur- 
day and Sunday 
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Islamic, Jewish leaders condemn murders 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Arab-Israeli 
Islamic leader and a rabbi condemned for murders commit* 
ted in the name of their two religions in a joint statement 
published Sunday. "The Jewish and Muslim religions 
categorically forbid murder. Those who claim religion to 
commit crimes are therefore violating the foundations of 
their faith.'’ the statement said. It was signed by Sheikh 
Abdul Nimer Darwishe, head of the Israeli Islamic 
Movement, and Rabbi Menahem Fruman from the Jewish 
settlement of Tekoa in the occupied West Bank. The two 
clerics, both {torn moderate wings of their faiths, have 
worked together for several years to try to promote 
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue. The Israeli Islamic Movement 
was formed in the 19S0s to represent Islamists among the 
800,000 Arab Israelis. 


Iraqi marsh dwellers 'poisoned’ 


LONDON (AFP) — British officials have found evidence 
that Shiite Muslims in the marshland of southern Iraq are 
being deliberately poisoned to eliminate opposition to the 
regime, the Independent on Sunday reported. “A team 
from the Overseas Development Administration found 
evidence that the marsh Arabs are being poisoned by 
chemicals put into their water supply by the authorities,” 
the paper said. “I discovered symptoms of chronic long* 


term poisoning among many Ira^i women, young men and 


children,” the paper quoted Mufcesh Kapila, the leader of 


the OD A mission, as saying after examining Iraqi refugees 

DM 


in Iran. “I also saw scars from bullets which people said had 
been fired by Iraqi soldiers. There is no doubt that what is 
happening to the marsh Arabs in Iraq amounts to 
genocide,” Mr. Kapila said. Mr. Kapila said the flood of 
Iraqi refugees into south -western Iran was ‘‘fast becoming a 
crisis.” Tehran had invited the British delegation to visit 
the refugees and assess their needs. 


Iran writer dies under house arrest 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A liberal Iranian writer died Sunday 
of a heart attack while under house arrest on drug and 
alcohol charges, the official news agency IRNA reported. 
Aii Akbar Saidi Sirjani's health deteriorated in “the early 
hours” of Sunday and he died several hours later “despite 
efforts" to save his life, informed sources told IRNA. The 
50-year-old writer was detained in March and then put 
under house arrest for allegedly keeping drugs at home and 
for drug and alcohol addiction. An advocate of ending 
Iran's political isolation. Sirjani stirred controversy five 
years ago when he published a letter asking President Aii 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to normalise ties with the 
United States. Sirjani's books are banned in Iran and he, 
had been publishing his works abroad during the two years 
before his arrest. 


Miz’al selected beauty king In Riyadh 


RIYADH (AP) — Miz’al was selected “beauty king" for 
1994 in an area wesr of the Saudi Arabian capital of 
Riyadh, according to a report in the daily AI Jazira. Wardi 
was runner up, and the third position went ’to Aswad. 
There were also beauty queens, and prizes totalled 113,000 
riyals (530,133). in addition to a car and several sets of gold 
pieces, said the report. Report of beauty contests in Saudi 
Arabia would be bizarre enough. But perhaps even more 
bizarre is that the contest was for goats. The report said this 
was the second such annual beauty contest for “Syrian 
goats” at the Al Masarra farms west of Riyadh and that 
prizes were presented by goat owners and businessmen. 
Svrian eoats are said to be the best breed for the animal. 


Mandela starts two-day Morocco vjsit 


RABAT (R) — South African President Nelson Mandela 
arrived in Morocco on Sunday for a two-day visit. Officials 
said Mr. Mandela was expected to meet King Hass an on 
Monday although the nature of bis visit appeared to be 
private. Mr. Mandela made no statement on arrival at 
Rabat airport where he was greeted by Prime Minister 
Abdul Latif Filali. Details of his schedule in Morocco were 
not available. 


Iran vows to continue fight against Israel 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran vowed on Sunday it would keep 
up its hostility towards Israel until the Jewish state 
disappeared from the world map. “Israel will never find 
legitimacy and our hostilities will continue until the 
Zionists disappear,” Parliament Speaker Aii Akbar Nateq 
Nuri said. “This has always been our position and we are 
not ashamed of saying ir.” He repeated Iran's rejection of 
the “treacherous” Middle East peace process, telling 
parliament it was an “effort to legitimise” Israel in the 
region. “All the efforts at creating a false peace will bring 
nothing but dvii war” in the occupied lands, he warned, 
adding that the Palestinians had the “right to resort to all 
means to free their land. 




Kurdish religious leader killed in Iraq 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Gunmen have shot dead a Kurdish 
religious leader in Erbii in Kurdish-controlled northern 
Iraq, the official Iranian news agency IRNA said Sunday. 
The agency, quoting the radio of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), said Abdullah Kadir, who headed a theolo- 
gical college, was killed on Saturday by unidentified 
gunmen. Students at Kadir's college called on “the 
authorities of autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan to identify the 
guilty and punish them,” IRNA added. The KDP and its 
principal Kurdish rivals, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). on Thursdasy united under a joint leadership to 
prevent a recurrence of fighting between them. 


Iran urges Pakistan to fight Sunni extremists 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Parliament Speaker Aii 
Akbar Nateq Nuri urged Pakistan on Sunday to fight Sunni 
Muslim extremists after blaming them for killing six 
members of a Shiite party near Islamabad. Speaking to 
parliament. Mr. Nateq Nuri singled out the religious 
extremist group, the Sipah Sahaba Pakistan fSSP), to 
blame for the shooting of six workers of Pakistan's main 
Shiite party, Tehrik Jafria Pakistan on Friday. Seventeen 
others were injured in the attack on a bus near the 
Pakistani capital. “These are foreign mercenaries bent on 
creating w p ar between the Sunnis and the Shiites,” the 
speaker said. “We urge the government of Pakistan to 
severely confront them and not to give them legitimacy.” 


League to hold Lockerbie talks in London 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Arab League official is to discuss the 


dispute between Libya and Western countries over the 
Lockerbie airplane bombing in talks in London, league 
officials said Sunday. Secretary General Esmat Abdul 


Meguid travelled to London from Cairo on Sunday to give 


a lecture on Arab-British relations. A league official said 
he would take the opportunity during his six-day trip to 
raise the issue of the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in which 270 people were killed, 
with British officials. 


I m potency drug has lasting effect 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli undergoing treatment for 
impotency was admitted in hospital after a serum he 
injected at home produced a 36-hour erection, a doctor 
said on Sunday. “Some patients go with an erection for as 
many as four hours but we have never seen an incident like 
this,” said Dr. Eliyahu Goren of Assaf Harofeh hospital in 
central Israel. Doctors alleviated the condition by drawing 
blood from the penis and discharged the man after a 
three-day stay. 
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NO TAKEAWAY: Monkeys feast on their noodles, fried rice, salad, soup and fruits. The 
Chinese lunch Sunday during an annual monkey banquet is meant to enhance btunan 
monkey party at a Buddhist shrine, home to love for animals and promote tourism (AFP 
some 500 monkeys, in Lopburi province, 150 photo) 
kilometres from Bangkok. The menu features 


Senator defers to Helms 


but defends peace process 


WASHINGTON (AP) — It 
is settled that arch- 
conservative Jesse Helms will 
head the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee but he had 
better watch his tongue, a 
fellow Republican committee 
member says. 

“He has to realise that as 
chairman of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee... (his) 
thoughts are taken into 
account around the world in a 
way that are weighed and 
talked about,” said Sen. Nan- 
cy Kassebaum. 

Ms. Kassebaum, a Repub- 
lican moderate from Kansas, 
said she regarded as “case 
closed” the furor over Mr. 
Helms' remark last week that 
President Bill Clinton was 
unfit to be commander-in- 
chief of the U.S. military. 

Initially, she herself 
“didn't feel that President 
Clinton was comfortable in 
his role as commander-in- 
chief... but I think, as Presi- 
dent Clinton has gone on, he 
has gained a stronger rela- 
tionship with the military and 
in foreign policy,” Ms. Kas- 
sebaum said on the Cable 
News Network. 

“And no matter whether 
yon agree or disagree with 
the president on one issue or 
another, there is a respect for 
the office that I think is im- 
portant.” 

A Democratic congress- 
man from Mr. Helms’ state. 
North Carolina, disputed the 
senator's remark last week 
that Mr. Clinton was so un- 
popular with the military he 
would need bodyguards to 
venture into the state. 

“Fort Bragg and Camp Le- 
jeune in my district are very 
respectful of their 
commander-in-chief,” Rep. 
Charlie Rose said on CNN 
Saturday. “They may not al- 
ways agree with him, but they 
know he's the boss.” 


Ms. Kassebaum said peace 
between Israel and Syria 
“could be a terrific step for- 
ward,” taking issue with 
Mr. Helms' disparaging re- 
marks about the Middle East 


peace process. 

Mr. Helms earlier this 
month said: “This whole 
peace process over there is a 
fraud. Syria doesn't want 
peace. They want the Golan 
Heights. They want access to 
the pocketbooks of the 
American taxpayers.” 

While agreeing with Mr. 
Helms that “we can’t be the 
policeman for the world,” 
Ms. Kassebaum said an 
Israeli-Syrian settlement 
could be significant depend- 
ing on the two countries' 
commitment to it. 

“Frankly, I think there has 
been much that has happened 
in the Middle East that I 
would never have thought 
several yeas ago could have 
occurred,” she added. 

Ms. Kassebaum said she 
will waive her claim to chair 
the foreign aid subcommittee 
under Mr. Helms since he 
intends to press at the full 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee level for wholesale re- 
vamping of U.S. foreign 
assistance. 

“I’m not sure that I would 
have a very strong voice as 
the sub-committee chair- 
man,” she said, adding she 
hopes to head the Africa 
sub-committee, her post 
when the Republicans last 
controlled the Senate. 

The move “doesn’t dimin- 
ish my interest in foreign aid 
reform, but I think that Sena- 
tor Helms, as chairman, is 
going to assert some real 
influence in his line of think- 
ing in that area,” she said. “I 
think there are ways that we 
can reform it... it depends 
what Senator Helms has in 
mind." 


Israel hopes to sell 


satellite to Arabs 


YEHUD (AFP) — Israel on 
Sunday, launched a promo- 
tion drive to sell to Arab 
countries the services of its 
first communications satellite 
which will go into orbit in 
November # 1995. 

The Amos-1 satellite will 
cover most of the Middle 
East. It will be used mainly to 
beam television pictures, said 
Shlomo Tirosh, director of 


the Israeli company 


Spacecom responsible for the 
satellite's operation. 

“The advantage of satel- 
lites is that they recognise no. 
borders. In the case of Amos- 
1, it will be practically im- 
possible to block the recep- 
tion of images,” Mr. Tirosh 
told a press conference here. 

The satellite, with a range 
of 750,000 square kilometres, 
will cover “a large part of the 
Middle East, notably part of 
Egypt, Jordan, the Palesti- 
nian territories, Syria and 
Lebanon,” he said. 


“The peace process has 
cleared the atmosphere for 
the clinching of deals.” 

The satellite would be 
launched at an opportune 
moment, because the Arab 
communications satellite 
Arabsat was nearing the end 
of its operational life, Mr. 
Rosenfeld said. 

Egypt and the United Arab 
Emirates are not expected to 
launch their own satellites 
untiL 1996. 


“We will be able to fill a 
void for two or three years,” 
Mr. Rosenfeld said. 

The project, which began 
in 199 1. would have no milit- 
ary use, he added. “We have 
no desire to raise the Israeli 
flag in space.” 


The main aim was to sell 
the satellite services to re- 
coup the S250 million in- 
vested in the project, includ- 
ing $30 million for the 
launch. 


It will be put into orbit at 
an altitude of 36,000 


LAI engineers are being 


kilometres, Mr. Tirosh told 
the press conference at the 
headquarters of Israeli Aero- 
nautical Industries (IAI) 
north of Tel Aviv, which has 
overall charge of the project. 

To receive programmes, 
clients will need only a small 
satellite dish less than a metre 


helped the German space 


across. 

“We are not only aiming ar 
Israel's five million inhabi-. 


tants, bat the 200 to 250 
million clients across the re- 
gion,” said Amitsur Rosen- 
feld, Amos project director. 

Mr. Rosenfeld said con- 


agency DASA and Arianes- 
pace. The Israeli government 
has provided S15 million 
annually since the project 
Was launched in 1991. 

The funds will be paid back 
as contracts are signed. 
Spacecom hopes to extend its 
business to eastern Europe, 
part of which will fall within 
the range of Amos. A coop- 
eration deal has already been 
signed with Hungary. 


tacts had already been made 
with Jordanian. Egyptian and 
Palestinians, especially dur- 
ing a recent international 
meeting at Dubai on the use 
of space. 


Amos-1 will also provide a 
telephone link, transmit com- 
puter information and serve 
as an instrument for long- 
distance learning. 

Israel launched two ex- 
perimental satellites, Ofek-1 
and -2, with its own launchers 
in 1988 and 1990. 


Saddam in 


charge of 


Iraqi 


diplomacy 


BAGHDAD (R) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
taken personal charge of 
Iraq's foreign policy, accord- 
ing to a newspaper article on 
Sunday signed by his eldest 
son. 

“The leader (Saddam) is 
now assuming in a direct 
manner the (responsibility) 
of the subject of Iraqi di- 
plomacy." said Iraq’s most 
influential newspaper, Babel, 
in the front-page article by 
President Saddam's son 
Uday, who owns the paper. 

Babel did not say when the 
Iraqi president started run- 
ning foreign policy, but said 
“changes at the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council" on how to deal 
with Iraq sanctions were due 
to the way President Saddam 
was steering diplomacy. The 
sanctions were imposed on 
Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, which 
was repulsed in 1991 by a 
U.S.-led force. 


The paper repeatedly criti- 
cised Iraq's foreign policy in 
the past. It said it did not help 
Iraq to gain anything from 
the United Nations in return 
for the scrapping of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq met a key condition in 
Gulf war ceasefire terms on 
October 10 with a decree 
recognising Kuwait within its 
U.N.-demarcated borders, 
leading to expectations of an 
imminent easing of sanctions. 

Iraqi diplomacy was pre- 
viously in the hands of Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq 
A 2 iz. 


State-run newspapers re- 
ported on Sunday that Mr. 
Aziz had briefed President 
Saddam and members of the 
ruling Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council (RCC) on the 
outcome of his latest mission 
to the U.N. in New York to 
lobby for an easing or lifting 
of the embargo. 

The Security Council has 
ruled out any easing until 
Baghdad complies with all 
1991 Gulf war-related resolu- 


tions. 

Babel said President Sad- 
dam succeeded in causing 
“divisions in the Security 
Council" and bringing about 
“a change in the language of 
the (council's) latest state- 
ment.” 


The Security Council wel- 
comed Iraq's recognition of 
Kuwait as an important step, 
but stopped short of giving a 
pledge or timetable on when 
sanctions will be eased. 

Babel said the president 
“opened direct dialogue with 
the Russians via a hot line 
between Baghdad and Mos- 
cow” and was the man who 
“led the political battle with 
the West" by massing troops 
close to the Kuwaiti border m 
October “to propel Iraq's 
case into international lime- 
light.” 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, in a surprise 
visit to Baghdad last month, 
succeeded in persuading Iraqi 
leaders to formally recognise 
Kuwait within the new U.N.- 
drawn borders in return for a 
Russian pledge to help Iraq's 
case at the Security Council. 

The RCC, in a statement 
carried by the official press, 
said recent steps taken by 


Iraq “were bound to open the 


path for the lifting of the 
unfair embargo on Iraq.” It 
did not elaborate. 

The statement lashed out 
at what it called U.S. insist- 
ence on keeping the sanctions 
intact. 


on Sunday also re- 
jected accusations in a U.N. 
report of serious human 
rights abases and launched a 
stinging attack on its author. 


Algeria situation is 


under control 


Ghali 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The Algerian government 
has the situation “well in 
hand” despite an Islamic 
militant insurgency and is 
capable of finding a solution 
to its “internal problems,” 
visiting- U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali told 
Algerian radio Sunday. 

He said upcoming elections 
would calm the tension and 
let democracy take root, to 
“allow Algeria, which has al- 
ways played an extremely im- 
portant role in the context of 
die African continent and the 
planet... to regain this role in 
the interest of the Maghreb 
(region), of Africa and the 
international community.” 

Dr. Ghali arrived in Alger- 
ia on Friday for a tour of the 
region which is to take him to 
Morocco and the disputed 


nan oil and gas workers un- 
ion has called off a three-day 


strike, scheduled to start on 
Sunday, Algerian state radio 
and newspapers said. 

“The strike was sus- 
pended,” Badreddine 
Mohammad Lakhdar, secret- 
ary general of the Federation 
of Petroleum, Gas and Che- 
mical Workers, told Algerian 
state radio on Saturday night. 

Algerian newspapers on 
Sunday headlined a last- 
minute accord between the 
government and the oil work- 
ers union. 


former Spanish colony of 
Western Sahara, where he 


hopes to relaunch the peace 
process. 

Algerian President 
Li amine Zeroual said last 
month that presidential elec- 
tions would take place before 
the end of next year, a year 
before the scheduled end of 
the current period of transi- 
tion. 

Mr. Zeroual also 
announced the apparent fai- 
lure of moves to obtain a 
working dialogue between 
the government and the 
Islamist opposition, which 
has been fighting a guerrilla 
war against the authorities 
since the annulment of elec- 
tions the Muslims were 
poised to win three years 
ago. 

The president accused the 
two leaders of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), Abassi Madam and Aii 
Belhiadj, under house arrest 
since Sept. 13, of "supporting 
terrorism," and reaffirmed 
his intention to clamp down 
on armed groups to “eradi- 
cate terrorism.” 

Meanwhile, the correspon- 
dent of the western Algerian 
daily Horizons, Kaddour 
Bousselham, abducted by 
armed assailants on Oct. 29. 
was still missing Sunday, the- 
paper said, adding nobody 
had claimed responsibility for 
his kidnapping. 

Another correspondent. 
Mohammad Hassaine, of the 
now defunct Alger Republi- 
can daily, was also still mis- 
sing nine months after he was 
abducted at Larbatache south 
of Algiers. 

In all, 21 journalists have 
been assassinated in the un- 
rest in Algeria since May last 
year. 


The union was protesting 
against the restructuring of 
the national oil company 
Sonatrach. 

“I ask the workers of all 
the organisations affiliated to 
our federation to go to their 
jobs tomorrow (Sunday) be- 
cause we have at least 
(reached agreement) with re- 
gard to the chemicals group- 
ing and the grouping of all 
the carbohydrates organisa- 
tions to be under Sonatrach 
and this is what our workers 
have been aspiring to achieve 
all along,” the secretary 
general was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Badreddine said his 
union called off the strike 
after they reached agreement 
in talks with Prime Minister 
Mokdad Sifi that the com- 
panies will be regrouped 
around Sonatrach. 


He did not say when and 
how these companies will be 
restructured. 

The union lost much of 
negotiating power when 
Sonatrach's union, affiliated 
to the federation, called last 
Tuesday for its thousands of 
workers to ignore the strike 
call. 

Sonatrach bandies the pro- 
duction, transport and export 
of Algeria's oil and gas. 


Union calls off strike 
The 110,000 strong Alge- 


Security forces also said 
Saturday they found the 
buried body of a woman kid- 
napped three weeks ago 
along with her' husband, son 
and two daughters. The 15- 
and 21-year-old girls were 
found three, days after the 
Nov. 4 kidnapping, their 
throats slashed tor refusing ’a 
“marriage of convenience," a 
temporary marriage, with 
Islamic guerrillas, security 
forces said at the time. 

The media widely used the 
gruesome photos of the dead 
girls as an example of the 
extremists’ “barbarity/’ The 
mother, identified as Khadid- 
ja Boughedou, was found 
buried in tbe Blida region 
sooth of Algiers where the 
family lived. The husband 
and son were freed by elite 
troops who killed two of the 
kidnappers. 


British queen dragged 


into row over Europe 


LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth, seen by her subjects 
as above party political- 
squabbling, could fats one of 
the trickiest decisions of her 
41-year reign if the govern- 
ment loses a key vote on 
European Union (EU) 
financing on Monday. 

Prime Minister John Major 
has said he wall step down 
and call a general election if 
rebels within the ruling Con- 
servative Party combine with 
opposition legislators to de- 
feat a bill to increase Britain’s 
contributions to the EU. 

Although Mr. Major has 
only a 14-seat majority in 
parliament. Conservative re- 
bels have acknowledged, 
however, that they do not 
expect the government to 
lose Monday’s vote. 

Mr. Major refused to tell 
parliament last week whether 
he had discussed his chal- 
lenge to his party rebels with 
the queen, Britain's head of 
state, from whom he would 
have to request a dissolution 
of parliament. 

with the Conservatives 
over 30 points behind the 
opposition Labour Party in 
the polls, members of the 
ruling party would be desper- 
ate to avoid an immediate 
general election, and could 
put pressure on Buckingham 
Palace for another way out of 
tbe crisis. 

Analysts agree the queen 
has the right to refuse to 
grant a general election, in- 
stead asking another leading 
member of the Conservative 
Party whether he or she could 
form a government in Mr. 
Major’s place. 

But they said this would be 
a highly political move, in- 
furiating a Labour Party an- 
xious to seize a golden oppor- 
tunity to return to power 
after 15 years in opposition. 

Analysts differ on how the 
queen might react. 

Lord Robert Blake, an 
acknowledged constitutional 
expert, wrote last week: “It is 
surely inconceivable that the 
sovereign would refuse a dis- 


solution to a prime minister, 
backed by his cabinet col- 
leagues. who requested it 
after defeat on an issue of 
confidence in a parliament 
more than 2 1 /j-years old.” 

But Daily Telephone col- 
umnist Simon Heffer said: 
“The queen’s constitutional 
role is to see that her govern- 
ment is carried on, not to 
indulge the whims of every 
touchy prime minister who 
comes complaining to her.” 

Britain has no written con- 
stitution, so analysts have to 
resort to scrabbling around in 
the history books for prece- 
dents on what p reviou s 
monarchs have done in simi- 
lar circumstances. 

Some cited an example in 
1905. when King Edward VII 
refused Conservative Prime 
Minister Arthur Balfour a dis- 
solution and asked Liberal 
leader Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman to form a govern- 
ment. 

But that was a time when 
the royal family commanded 
almost universal respect from 
the British people. 

Now, after a series of royal 
scandals — the latest over 
heir to the throne Prince 
Charles' failed marriage to 
estranged wife Princess Di- 
ana — the future of the 
monarchy is far less secure. 

"At times like this the 
monarch faces an awesome 
task. The queen will know 
that the wrong decision will 
wreck ^ the monarchy for 
good,” columnist Peter 
Obome wrote in London's 
Evening Standard. 

Mr. Heffer, a right-wing 
Conservative. accuses Mr. Ma- 
jor of playing dangerous 
games with the constitution 
He said he was insolent if he 
had not discussed the possi- 
ble dissolution with the 
queen. 

And he added: “If M r< 
Major has secured the 
queen's permission to bully 
parliament, then the queen 
has committed the gravest 
constitutional error of her 
reign.” 



Monaco’s Rainier 
recovering wall 
after surgery 


MONTE CARLO (R) -L. 
Prince Rainier of Mcthaoo 
was recovering well Saturday 
following heart bypass 
surgery, bis palace 
announced. A statement 
the 71-year-old prince, who 
underwent the operation Fri- 
day at Monaco's Centre for 
Heart and Thoracic Mo& 
tine, had been able to receive 
his family, to eat and to read 
newspapers. “His morale. h 
excellent,” the statement 
added. A bypass operation is 
u suall y carried out when the 
small blood vessels serving 
tbe heart muscle become 
blocked due to age and (fit- 
ease and are surgically re. 
d healthy vessels grafted 
m another part of tbe 
body. Prince Rainier was 
married to Hollywood actress 
Grace Kelly for 30 yean until 
her death in 1982. 


& 


Spanish royals 
gather for 
Infanta’s 
engagement 


MADRID (R) — The Spaa-' 


'* 


ish royal family gathered 


amidst flowers and photo- 
graphers at tbe Zaraz u efai 
Pajace for Jaime de 
Maxicharlar’s formal petition 
for the hand of the Infanta 
Elena in marriage. Tbe event 


drew media hordes, whipped 

CQttGSr 


into a frenzy by last W< 
day’s announcement of plans 
for the first royal wedding in 
Spain in nearly a century. 
The 30-year-old princess, 
eldest child of K mg Juan 
Carlos and Queen Sofia and 
second in line to the Sparnsh 
throne behind her brother 
Prince Felipe, was all Simla 
and giggles as she said the 
marriage ceremony would 


take place next March. Mr. 
De Maricharlar gave his fian- 


cee a tiara and a white gold 
ring with diamonds that be- 
longed to his mother, while 
the infanta gave him a watch. 
The 31-year-old _ economist 
happily held up his wrist and 
said the gift was marvellous 
add his fiancee was “magnifi- 
cent.” The couple smiled as 
they walked around the 


palace gardens for photo- 


graphs before the private 
ceremony, which was res- 
tricted to members of the two 
families. 


Princess Anne 
ends South 
African visit 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(AFP) — Princess Anne 
wrapped up a five-day visit to 
South Africa Saturday with a 
one-and-a-half hours tour of 
the harbour of this .Indian 
Ocean port city. The tnp w^s 
the only light relief in a hectic 
trip which has also taken her 
to Johannesburg, Pretoria 
and Cape Town. Earlier. 
Saturday, she visited Sooth 
Africa’s premier racehorse 
training centre, at Shongweni 
near here, before paying a 
call on the South African 
Jockey's Academy, where. 


she posed for photographs 

of racehorses. 


with a number 
Tbe princess also managed to 
lay a wreath at Common- 
wealth war graves in Stella- 
wood Cemetery here, open a 
creche in Inanda black 
township and pay a visit to 
the St John Ambulance in 
Durban as commander-in- 


chief of the organisation, 



fore departing 

visit to Mozambique. 


Infant found alive 
amid wave of 
abandoned 
dead babies 


SANTIAGO (AFP) — 
abandoned baby was ftw 
?® vc in Valparaiso, anti 
ities said Saturday amid c 

Wm flhnnt tk. : 


cent about the growing 

bodies 


ber of infant uvruics aj 
vered in Santiago and c 
cities in Chile. Police, 
spending to an anaonyn 
phone op, rescued the 1 
m the seaside resort al 
100 kilometres west of l 
hago. A series of dead 1 
®sa»veries began Nov. 
with an abandoned bs 
body found in the Sant 
General Cemetery. 1 
same day a 17-year 
woman was arrested aftei 
body of her newborn da 
ter was found in a trash 
Two days later another < 
abandoned infant was < 
vered in the Santi 
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